-

== e
FoL anl b P

n.
e TR 5

Erei

el Mt~ =
T W e

L
-I-I-I‘IIT.-.I"-_. = —t -.'-.,

B el B AL

r - o r e P = T
i e oy ——i W i — L | ] -y g .
- i - . o&om = i

P e mam wEE. f EEm— s

b

R PP S ———
d L

X ) - " ) i : . . v ] T r FLLFR vy 2
=T Tk i P+ T q: o i
r i ' -
3 . s ] . . -
4 L f ' - ' Ie Oy ] X 4 ¥ £ v A0 3
- a & Tew . T . - . . i® 1 ol
. ¥ 5 i
r H a g L v B 'ooa . T a"
- - . i - h v 1 o a
e a . = s - L . i

B L % i [ ¥

= ) -' o o] -. i " ; F

r W " f <

- T _' ¥ . L -
- . L
L i - #
.

=

o e

T e ®
T ==y

e
e T

s ——pr -

s

e —— P WA e = e -
= ~ ~ - —pr— r——
LN

" e Ty~ — =y ~'—— - |
" ' '
Y S

e Al

e ——
P
r T
& 2 .
T

- e 2 .
[ . :

'y i | Il
L d

& i i
& -
- 2

r_l,a W-_H_._funn e e
> HEE e VL bl T TR x = A N W i : ;
P .

3 il 3 [
- T - X i . -
- ool El = - . ;

i : R . B s
: L e - i

Whltchurch-

hood dream come

The 73-year—uld fﬂIII‘lEI‘

Marmill Feeds owner/opera=: -

tor vividly recalls watching
. from his bedroﬂm window as
. freight and. passenger trains
“rumbled in and out of the
nearby Markham station.
‘But never did he expect to
-sée himself seated at the con-
. trols of a 500-ton ]uggemaut
tmveﬂmg the. line" between -
Stﬂll ville and Uxbndge

*four. ‘qualified. -locomotive
engm'eers with" the York- -

“He's lﬂﬂlqng fﬂmard tl'} hlS

thn'd Season. il -
““Asaboy, I always EI]]GYEd

p]aymg ‘with " trains,” - ‘he ~

R

':--remembers' “I'ti wmd them .

were favnunte Chnstmas

Laten mﬂl manager MI
. five steam;units, both freight -

puffed ‘their-.way thmugh
- Markham® dally, some stop- -
-:ping to depus:t grain cars on .

; Was later replaced b}r chesel

pwer , e
Durothy Reesnr Temem-

hers ‘keeping suppers warm

~for her husband, thinking. he -

- 'was working overtime at the
~-mill,-only to ;learn. he was
-awaiting | the arrival of the GO
train from Toronto.
4 “It always. was ancl stdl is
i my favnunte hnbby, he
3 -adrmts
: When the hentage tram
=became a reahty, the Reesnrs
“had - ‘already . . moved -
-Wlutchurch-Stouﬂ*lee It was
unly natural . Mr. . Reesor
. 'would want to assumate him-.
. self with thlS lnng anuclpated
prn;ect -

-‘He. wmﬁd soon be asked
by the board to take charge of
IGCGIHDHVE mmntenance,
_three. engmes in" total, with
- two standbys for spares This
only fuelled an interest in tak-
- ingthese dutles a step further.
"Two years ago lastSeptember,
'he commanded the controls.
Hes beena regular ever since..

But it wasn't automatic.
‘Because ' the public. is

involved, the entire operation .

comes under the supervision

" of Transport Canada and its -

standards are high, Mr.
Reesor explains. It was his.

good fortune to learn from

Bruce Kearney, a ‘Canadian .
Namnal locomotive engt-.

‘neer with 42 years experi-

ence. .

A ~He hleweveqrthmg there

was ‘to know,” Mr. Reesor
says. “I trained with the best.”

Mr. Kearney also tutored'

. others to follow. g
Taking regular turns 'with

M. Reesor are Ken Harding, -
.-Rob Pare and Brad Lawrence

with. Dennis :Gabout - of
Mls\s.lssauga, an accountant
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“oni the staff Gf Markham
fville HﬂSpll'Ell waﬂmgm
“the wings. The crew includes .
_two-in the’ cab, a conductor
“~Durham  Heritage - Rallway ~and ﬂmnpersan A]l are valn
unteers e |
<A m-engmeer, m* Secnnd
eye is required to‘ensure all
level—crussmg sig :
: -operating  and. no nbstm-::—
-'_-up and away’ thefcl go; they n_nns are on the track. - |
- “We haveannn-gﬂmghat-
tle with" beaver,” Mr. ‘Reésor *
- says.-In a marshy area south. .
Reesur watched as many as  of Uxbridge, they cnnnnually
- block up a stream and.flood
-and . passenger ‘huffed and = the rail-bed. One time, they
felled a tree, fﬂrcmg the I:ram
1o stop S
1 guess theywere 1Iymg to
ad]acent sidings.- The “steam - get even," hejoked. = |

.To take care of such ¢ emer:
genmes, asaw.and an.axe are
always kepthandy.~ . - '.

_The .crew -also keeps 1
clﬂse Jook-out: for deer and
- Canada_ geese. Because the -
- train’s speed seldom exceeds |
25 km/h, -collisions {}f th1s"
“'kind _are avoidable, -
_Reesor says It's human errnr =
- he fears —— motorists not pay- .
. ing attention or trymg tﬂ beat:
theu'alntn acrossing. R

GO Transit, - Mr.- Reesnr__- :

- has.been wonderful. So " -
alsa have = Mayors:
~Sherban . of Whltchurch— '
Stnuffwlle and . Gerri- Lynn
'Q’Connor of Uxbndge.

- This year’s first train run is .
in June and the season con-
‘cludes the weekend following -

giving. A round trip -
from Stouffville ‘to “Uxbridge
" takes about two hours and’
,costs $17. .
“The train may alsu be
bnuked for ‘corporate func-' -

ol Bty T e 1y

“ But'truth is stranger than
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tions, weddings and pnvate
- parties. The Reesors are cog-
nizant of this. Two years ago,

- they were surprise guests-at

an on-board 70th birthday
party husted by famxly and
friends.

- W}ule MT. Reesnr is happy
at the controls of No. 3612,
hed dearly love areturn to the
steam era, the incomnnve he
remembers as a ‘boy. He

" admits, however, these units

- are scarce and very costly,

much as $400,000.

~ Boiler certification’s also
very stnct he nﬂtes, and
rightlyso”.
" “But some day, T hope we
can obtain one,” headds.
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