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What event are you Iookmg

~ forward tomostin = - :.:_:,a- '- .57

Whltchurch—Stouffwlle?

! em Ieekmg ferwerd te speslel pregrarns
et the hbrery | d:d a- semputer program
ast year.and | em mterested m the heek
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fani ’ ; ._'I am leekmg fenssrd te hswng my baby in June
e ='.;'_-._---,;‘;‘snd to the Ssawbeny Festival. We go strawber- '.j
iy \.':_.}-,"ry pickmg and t take pietu:es fsr serepbeskmg

o

-, GIBSBN

.
o

= g am Ieektng ferwsrcl te more 'snow*
8 g 051 '._..beesuse l heve e snew plewmg husmess

.i like the Strawberry Fsstwsl snd seemg _-

‘familiar -faces” along* Main* Street.” It's
. ‘around the time of my hlrthday so it's:a:

i

a.rs. t0 5.p.m:.

By Hanneiere Velpe :

Prlme tnne m

Fred Sheehtr effers wslters mfennstlen on’ medern dsy rnsple syrup preducuen mstde the suger
shsek durlng the Enbr:tdge Sngsrbush Brnees Mxll Maple Syrup Festival. Hours of epersnen are 9
a]l this week and next week. Bruee S Mx]l 1s en Steuﬂinlle Reed between Kennedy Resd

| Ef'ﬂ"”:snt;il Wsrden Avenue. t‘ ¥
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BY ROY GI{EEN
AND JOAN RANSBERRY

Stejf Wrtters

22 .week, following- the" province’s
-.<reversal of its tsx essessment:.,
. -fermu]s
® | After a: rnenth of -talks |
- between -the |
/|**-Property Assessment. Corpor--
I | ation~and . equestrian’ ‘repre- -
| -sentatives,” MPAC . backed off:
s its: plans to. change the classifi-- - _
|- “cation ‘of ‘hundreds. of ‘horse " etty,” M. Sorbara said. -
ke -'-'fetms_frem “ferm or: restden-
oy s tlaJ" to "eemmereial”
. as - 140[] Yerk .
£ Reglen farms w1th horse-relat-
.ed” -activities
e teessessments thet could multi- -~
" .ply. their- taxes as much as 13
5 "tn'nes it
. Seven: establtshments hed-.
= -.slresdy ‘been "hit ‘with: hikes
-+~ ranging from $800 to more than
1~ $10,000, . |
S & ’_I-Isn]ens, the regtens dlreeter ef e
- _-'I--'pehcy, risk and treasury." |
- ~Many owners of preperues %
~-where besrdmg. riding lessons_ -
‘or trail rides. are. offered ‘said - -
the increases - would: force. .
- them out of business and one,
"~ Shirley Hetheringon of Mount
| -Albert, said: applying-a-com- *
| mercial rate to her 75-acre - -
heppy eme Iloek ferwsrd te the f' rewerks

e
L

As ‘many

‘were.

eeeerdtng to - Ed

C-with’ lndustry
. ‘awave of eemplsmts fromown- :
€IS, and equestn,en associations. -
"~ “The new:criteria represents Sy
~'an ' appropriate |
‘between - fair | treatment fer_"-;':-_:;

Municipal .

facing -

‘ equestnsn supplies -or cloth-

farm in Mount: Albert would . . ing, restaurants,. eemmeretel -

:'beest her tsx btﬂ ftem $15 [}UD X
. 10/$100,000: i

.~ 'But“the’ new fnnnule is
I—Inrse fertn UWI]EI'S whﬂ'_-- __-de51gned to treat: equestnen‘:

i -"'1.'_"‘were facing ‘huge .tax: htkes are . ‘facilities. felrly, eecerclmg 10

__breathing sighs of: relief this: - Finance Minister Greg Sorbara,
<.who erdetetl MPAC to: meetj-_'_-;l;}--,

officials following -

. horse farm owners and eensts—
tency.with other types ef prt)p—j s

'-'-_-"_'--r-;;i._herse ‘farms end mere thsn,.i'f_;
17,000 horses.” - - '
~ “Thé -news mll have stgmﬁ—-‘,-,
cant impact on the horse indus-
try in the province.. Tt is partleu—_.-].-:_' -f 2
_ --upen thetr sttusnen For seme,_;rj
- it will even be better then
-befere - ol _ﬁ
~“The, rewsed assessment en-
teriawill be retroactive to Jan. 1;- |
© 2004 and Ms Brooks'said she'is J-.'_.i
- “continuing to work with MPAC:
- to address resssessments gemg G

., larly important to York-Region, -
~ which.is known. as the horse
- capital 'of 'Canada,”
~Barrett, executive diréctor of the " " -
}.:'Ontsne Equestnsn l"eclerseen,
el e
'I‘he tewmens sre fstr te sll-’-.
farm owners and recognize the '~
" backt02002-03. " - |
L The ehsnges sreshuge I'E]lth._-"
Under the new fermuls,--- -to-thousands, of horsefarm.
- "OWNErS, ‘Ontario Equestrian
‘Federation - president - Allan /|
‘Ehrlick said. “We are delighted *
.to see that equestrian facilities

~ will 'now’ be sssessed 1n a. fslr

| '"'"equestnan industry: 1nvelves~
- dtfferent land uses, she said. "

" enly activities eemmerelsl in -
nature will be treated as com- -
'meretel
- shops, : premises used to" sell

preperty

PR |

belsnee‘

~Marcia .

“tack

orse fa rmers I| "e tax ¢ anges?f

_-";reeetreeks and. slets, grandﬂ';_'i
:--’;}_stsncis and banquethalls. .
. Breeding, bestdmg, training, ~|" -
“sellingand raising horseswillbe
-assessed.as farm or Tesidential, 7:-';'.-'_-_
while -a::new e[esstﬁeettnn L
rural reeresnenal —will:be ..
__' spphed to land used exeluswely b P
for ndmg lessnns, t[a]j I‘ldE'.S m*'_ ol ‘hunt’: Gtudes will® hsve CDGlClE‘S on-
-riding camps.” e i
MPAC a]ready uses s snmlsr -'-, [
o -T_eeteger}r, at the same rate:as ‘|-
_-restdentta] taxes, for gelf cours- " |-
~'es-and ski hllls, according to.. |
Leslie- Brooks, - the - KltEhEHEI‘-.__"H_'
~ ' horse farmer who led the battle
“York Regxen is henle te 1 365}'_“; - against" MPAC s eemmeretal S i
4 ’_sssessments Lo ZRR
: “Bestea]l}s we wﬂl be beel-c te,;;_';'-
e whst we werg,” Ms. Breeks said.;.. | s
“All herse mstntenence wﬂl be'_-'--'.:' i

Pl B

and equitable manner.”

‘I dtmj__t even have a hsskethal'l_, netf

Man 'entered_ partment _

Yerk Reglenal Pellee sre leekmg fer
a -man° who" entered a; greund Jevel
epstnnent in': Steuﬂ‘mlle ‘uninvited .
through an’ unleeked paee deer lest
week.

At epprmemetely 2.30 am Msreh
S a Wuﬂane Drive resident eweke te
ﬁnd aman at the end of her bed. -

-She. screamed, waking .up: her
ednlt dsughter, who told the manto
get out.-The' man eemphed unmedl-
- ately snd -neither .. wemen wes

tenehed or threaténed. = 5 s

“The woman beheves the msn msy

: ;__'_ heve been, visiting someone else in
“her bmldtng as: she hss seen htm

157 befete

Pehee weuld h](e te talk te the

‘man;. whe is: desenbed as:a w}nte

tnale ﬁve-feet ‘two-inches: tall,” 140
pe'encls in his mid-30s; w1th e thm
buﬂd and dirty blonde hair. -

- Anyone with mfennenen is ssked
“ta contact. pehee -at 1:866-876-5423;
~ext.. 7541, Crime : Stnppers at 1- 80{}- .
. 222-TIPS or leave an snnnymeus np
enhne et wenmesteppersyr ca.:

Egg—cztmg day for ch:ldren

Geed tntnng meens Wlutehureh—
Stel_ui’vtlle children can . ‘takeipartiin
~Easter ‘egg: hnnts m Be]lenttae snd
“Stouffville. -

“The. lelsntrae Eester egg hunt
hested :by.-the: Ballantrae Sperks
‘Brownies. end Girl Gl_udes tuns frem
-10to’1L a:m: March 26. - R
*. ~The .downtown . StemeJle event
- beginsat1 p.m: at the Stouf vllle Tl'ﬂll'l
-Station and continues until 3 p.m.’

“Thousands:of foil: eevered eheee- -
lete -eggs;will-be, hidden thIeugheut
« Felcher Park in Ba]lentree ‘During | the

-, '___%ff;-:-j-_;'sale at $4:per. hex. Adtmsslen 1s: ftee, ,
-+ but- denettens te the Whitehumh— :

Sten fville Feeti Benk are. weleeme

-On; Sten ville's Mstn Street the
Buslness Imprevement Area’s Eester
_egg hunt’ begtns st the Stenffwﬂe
Treln Station.: s

Chtldren seeempsmed by adults
een receive Easter treats from’ pﬂ[’tl{.‘.l— -
pstlng Msun Stteet merehsnts ‘
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. Petrlek Clause.
three-tnne free threw chsmpmn

See ster}r en page 20

Contacnng Us

5 Heee a news .ttp? Pleese. |
o phoneusat - 3
- 905-640—2612 *f
: '1_*- e-mail us at
) Jmesen@ymg eem

' ' visitusat. . '
e 34 the Aee., Steuﬁ?)tlle
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