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Stouﬁ%lle natwe
eamed crown -
60 yems ago

BY HM THﬂh[AS
Cerrespendenr Ll

It waa 60 years ago when
_-'Steuffwlle~_ resu:lent Marien
. Atkinson skated off wnh an
-Ontario.. Iumer Silver

-Terente. _

- Marion: Wella may have: ieat a:-
ot strlcle or two since’ that mermo:

- rable achrevement o
St ~But she’s never leat her enthu-'
_ -j arasrn for the sport. - |

Wel]a aell skates regu]arlj,r everyfr- : 3
o should: try

.....

. ' epener at Cedarena in Markham
. Welle Iearned te skate en a

n =
s

Bladea"
 Speed: Skatmg Charnplenehlp at’
..the old: Mutuai Street Arena m'-

.

i Former speed skating char

pnnd at the Markharn farr.n ef her
grandparents, David and Mar],r v

Aﬂenaen. =

_“Like so man ethera, I uaed a“ "

eha1r for support,”. she recalls.
. Later, she borrowed her mother’s
apeeders and,-in her own-words,

<o "I never looked back.”.. &
~She still uses speedera teday,a
her most reeent pair purehaaed.

10 years age .
- Wells ~ admits . ahe _enjoys
Cedarena, mamly beeauae ef 1ta

naturalice. -
* “T dom’t knew what there is

aheut it, (natural ice),” she says,

_“but akatea seem to ghde ae much

“easier.”
- Her faveurlte place: to skate, .
theugh is the Rldeau Canal in

-Ottawa.
[ ﬂIt S

at least once,”

saya.“lt S wonderful i

‘Wells agrees - times have

5 ehanged over the paat 60 years.

| MARIDN WEI.I.S ‘Learned to akate on

her grandparents’ farm in Markham and

- still dens the blades in Steuffwi!e

leeatren everyene it
she -

ahe ‘says.

“Barhara Ann ‘Scott breught .

figure skating to-the fore back in -
- the 1950s and ﬁgure skates are
: '_what meet glrla use,”

“hardly anyene huya apeedera.

She feels semethmgs beeﬁ_

_last .z
“Yeung girls- jUSt wi

likes, about Cedarena.

“They play real’ skanng tunea, -

ehe states.

Wells. rerrlert‘rhers skatmg m;"i_-'*

'the old Stouffville Arena ‘where ;. she says. “It'takes 30 admrasmna a’

Kl _the outdoor pool is now located.
| she -

recalls muth a smile. “That’s where 8:55 t0-9:50 p.m. There’s also a

I met my husband- (Glen) 1. free SEI]IDI‘S akate er.reryr Thursday

s _eaught hlm because I eeuld akate &

el I aheuld remember,

faater

"three weeks. .

She alae remembers everyene_'

.-l

3 L i ]f? EUﬂfij'f
iz} c jiggle,” she laughe, _ they dent;' ‘
sAocil - skate tomusic.” -

|~ And the musre, saysWeﬂa, Now
,thats another story. There’s little
- comparison ‘between The Skaters,
Waltz ‘and . -Jailhouse Rock, she
says. And this, too, is what ahe i

-',retlre - 0
LA ieng as I have eneugh get— 1
"'-'_up t0 g0, I’ll keep en gerng, ahe :

* She: reealla akatrng to a lwe;
band a feature attraetten every,;;

' "'dnnlcmg water eut et‘ the aanae'f-‘f 5

old metal pail anid uamg ‘the same
old enamel dipper.—. - . - -
“And no one died,” ahe saJd

~Of all'speed:skaters she’s ever
seen, We]le claims Betty Acton,

- mother. of Toronto Maple Leafs
: aasrstant ceaeh Kelth Aeten, is the_ -

- heat

Of- the rllen, Elaen Mrles 15':'

'pretty good too, she says. - |
‘What. does. the future hold for _

_:';_‘-.'-i__the seniors pleasure akatlng elub '
" in Stouffville? A

- “Weneed mere yeeng peeple

3 nlght to break-even.”

* The Tuesday- akate TUns frern

afternoon. |
Wella is '?2 but haa no plans te |

deelared
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