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ame-sex wedding |
ts home at church |

_he-_eame-ae}: mar-
-riage debate contin-
ues to be a major
~ . topic of discussion
across Canada.
But nowhere is the i 1ssue_

more apparent than in this -

town  of churches,

- Whitchurch-Stouffville.
of it all hit

‘The reality
home when it was learned a

- marriage of two lesbians had
 been performed last fallby a
-+ ‘Stouffville minister at the. .
- Toronto Board of Trade Golf

and Ccruntry Club.
_The whispers, confined

initially to coffee: clusters, .
swelled to a choruswhen the
wedded couple. participated ., -
. in an‘Advent candle lighting

at Stouffville United Church,

Dec. 5, prompting at least
one couple to leave the con- .

gregation. -

: Adcerdmg te the presu:i—j
- ing pastor, Rev. Kathi Phillips -
of St. Paul’s United Chm ch in.
| Rlchmc-nd Hill, the women
‘had known each other and

had been living together sev-

eral years. She descnbed ;
- clearly that homosexualityis
‘an abomination,” he said.
“But, at the-same:time. the

them as “loving and canng.
" 'peeple TS
e Rev Phllhps said she__ .
wasnt sure what prumpted .

them to seek out her services

©. “but I felt. prmleged to be
asked” Lo

", .She deacnbed the ‘cere- -

: meny -as “wonderful”, with

supporting families from -

both $ides in.attendance,
a}_eng with many guests.
~“They’re mature adults

“who wished to make a-com-
- mitment;” said Rev. Phillips.

“They could" just as easily-
_have gone before a justice of
- the peace, but that waent--

thezr choice.”

i The paatcr- thinks the
tlme has come for people to
look - ‘beyond prejudicial -

opinions and judge others

- for who they really are.

“These are truly wonder-

fu] ladies,” she said. .
. :Rev. Bob Nightingale, pas-
tor at Stouffville United, said

while 'he played no personal

. partin the wedding ceremo- .
" ny, he knows both- women -
* well. With respect to the can-

dle llghang. he said the deci--
sion was a recommendation
from the church’s wershlp

committee. - -
Rev. nghtmgale exp-

ressed regret two :long--

standing ‘members_of the
congregation had taken
exception to the decision
and were now attendmg

elsewhere. :
- “This is indeed a con-

.cern,” he .said. “There’s

been reaction ~on’ both

sides.” He said the roots of .
this partlcular husband-

wife --team = are deeply

_embedded in church and in
church tradition. “It's some-
thing that’s difficult for .
them to accept,” he said, .

"and [.understand this.”

thmks is-the need to treat
everyone, regardless of sex-
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and respect

The make;' of the

Church Street church has
‘changed drasﬂca]ly in thelast

20 years. The majority of peo-

-~ ple, with roots now embed-

ded in congregational life,

- aren't life-long residents of
“the town or even- life-long -
‘members of the denomina-

UDH Their attitudes, . he

notes, are more understand-
-ing and. acceptmg And thlS
- he thinks, is good. - s

" “The- Bible states very

scriptures teach us to love

..and nurture each another.”
“One must snmetimes'

look past the llterai sense,”

hesaid... -
- .Rew. nghtlngale pralaed

the “acceptance” of his con-
" gregation towards ‘two peo-
~-ple who, he sald have so .
-~ much to-give. -

It was at the 38th Generai

Council of the .United -

Church 'in Canada; held ‘in

Wolfville, Nova Scotia, that a -
~formal request was submit-

ted to Ottawa,. aakmg the
federal government to rec-
ognize and legallze same-
sex marrtiage.

While debateon the issue

was described as “argumen-
tative- and emotional”, the .
conclusion was overwhelm-

ingly in favour.
Rev. Nightingale eald a

- marriage request from a -
homosexual or: Ieabian cou-

ple would, in his opinion, be
dealt with- like any other
nuptial ‘application. He

- noted, hcwever the issue ﬂf |
same-sex marriage has not -

yet been put to a vote ef the

‘congregation.

The final wecd goes to the

relative newlyweds.

“The .congregation - at
Stouffville United Church
has been absolutely won-
derful,” said one, asking for
anonymity. -
~ “This - community has

been accepting far beyond

our expectations — we feel
very lucky to live here.”

“The ladies of the church_
" hosted a shower forus —we |
were overwhelmed by this. -

- “To light the Adventcan
__dle wasanhenaur” Ca, ke
o x Jim . Thomas is a
.More importantly, ‘he, Stauﬁ’vdfe resident, who has. §:
" been writing-for area news-: - §
~?-'-papers far more' than 50-;'"'3. 2
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r:Frc-m our frnzen aectmn thlS W'eek we’ e featunnﬁ
f our Shepherd’s Pie¢; which fo some is comfort. food
d at its. finest: 'We use sautéed S amah Onion, our:
f medium grc-und chuck and fres y peeled Idahcr c:r
| P.E.I. potatoes — mashed Ycru i e
B ]ust need to, warm 1t h e
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We makc thla ‘soup usmg? yc}u gucssed 11: fresh
tomatees -and: fres basxl sthe’ base bemg chicken :

-?TIt’s ynur lucky
cmly will these be. avallablc ‘A o
§ -our: aauaage feature, you; Ci’ll'l“_.f-,_;f:{__’-,:‘l_'{-: - D e 0 '.

;have a’hot one to go as'well. . * & YA V IS
1. We, make thém- with beer, oLy 40
| just'like in. the’ crlden t:mee. Y - B

| ?ff,j_Reg $3.99 Ib.
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- We've: had a number ﬂf ccrmplamts abclut Il{}t

havmg sufficient sugar and rérbread: cookies - 5' !
?_':'~ -of late. 'This ‘week: v%gr’ll havff ggenerous su;ilply

. of St. Patrick's: Day Leprechatins, Irish wenc
four-leaf clovers, spring flowers; Easter ccchea,
““Roosters (what’) WS I}f cﬂurae, Mcnses and

. rambcuwa to nmame a few. .- olien e el )
|F Weve been slackmg-ﬂff in” the turncrvcr

department ‘but ‘now, we’ve: mended . our: Ways:-
~rand we’ll have a continuous supply Thlll'SdajT to.:
. Sunday. = and’ ‘we’ll have: mare {;
strawberry—cream cheese’ ﬂnea" SRR

* Yots. of. mdwldual deaaerta are happemng.,We’ll

“the Very . ‘Dest: - e

ThlS 1511’1: abcmt the mu51cal guya a;,

;;_gcncratmn or.two’ agﬂ, ‘this: gcrea back| = SHRGE
§ further.! This reminds’ me" ‘of my, old: 2
'fi'aunt Mmme s meatloaf <=~ which ' I-had-
8 never. had until ‘that partleular day of

cuhnary enllghtenment when' I 'was 8

‘~—and on really: good.| behawcur on our: |

‘bi-annual:family,visit:to my:dad’s’ cddest .
“sister. L. thcuught that:[ ‘had’ gctne o)
“heaven -—:it would ‘be a lcmg time il T\
reahzed that “the: reputatmn ‘of ‘meatloaf )\
had falleni into: d1arepa1r = that is;  until 1N

P met: ‘Doreen. This'is her’s and 11:":5: Juatuaa gcrctd N
| asmy aunts; rest] her. acul. et e R e,
=:'-_'-We’ll be mak’:ﬁﬁ thlS in’ twcr smes and 11: wﬂl bc St
5‘;ava1lable in - our: prepared fcc:d ‘counter uth1s Hi
']Z‘h1.11'31::'[a1§r_.Jr Fﬂday and Saturday -——-_~ angl beynnd' 6 f:;-:'.‘-;‘- |

Ycu’ll Inve 1t
- Large will be. $9 95
and the smaller sme wﬂl bea$5 95

7. stock. ~In> fact SL%, mvlte syou to” read the fuIl
lngrcdlent list — all gﬂﬂd sttdfﬂ;f;-_l-_.-_.l__-_ AR R,
‘One further Pcwnt* ‘this can® be NI
served ‘either, hot. or: chllled as ok
ycur mccd dlctates. Tl e s

ch $5. 49
Serves 3 4
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-:have. various- flavouss. of . 'MOUSSEs,  mini . 1eme>11
© meringues; tarts; mini fruit tarts; meringue: nests
- filled with: frmt and last but _fcremcat eclairs!

* Watch: for. new 1tems e'tartlng ‘next: week —--—-_-fé._"i;
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| *BRANDIED APPLE CUSTARD CAKES timse«m |
are our: custard ‘cakes with:brandied®s %ced applﬂsa* 3

baked in. A werd c:f advlceawculd
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“amaretto’ cheesecake withsliced: _almende*
and applea fanned: outona: ehertbread” $1 795
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® &9 & *API’LE-OATMBAL MUEFIN S = these are: w1th
e | -dates and almonds: they re: healthy with; rcduced
-~sugarand oil, they’ré:loaded with: apple s 30 :
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