" el :
8 prigam n m— s e WA F
B e

i S e, P il 4 il 8 gy, i, gl g g
o eV L TRy SR (S e - } ¥
8

——i eyt 5 g
i ety

D Tt
=
e

' . phie—— . il e o 3
33 ey ]
iy . » i 2
iy " . 3 "
. H W k . k
N 5 b R T T ] . .
L VL 1

J' -

L .

. e

e

LE

-

e - ] . 1, . ¥ o - 3 ol
= " L . - r i - o i = ¥ &, . & L b e -~ . 3 i
-l' + : iy - o d R . A LT : - N -+ L I

‘é' F oo a : = ; . : i 5 N L . L s - e i o . =
- F v % 2 1 L i o= - . g - i 1. rm-d - L s ' = a . i
o m : = . i . 3 - " . P g
e o = o il N . il : S Ioown g e ; e, LR T i A wE

BY PATRI CK MAN GION
;R Steff Wrt ter |

JeweBere reeenred ‘some weleeme'
| rrews in a federal budget that- made few
eeneeaerene fer the buemesa eemrrnum

: . ; -k
-
e

Frnant:e Mlmeter Ral h Geedale
ca]led for gradual elrmmatren of the 10-
- per-cént excise tax dunng laet Wednee—
da}fe budget.. .

‘The luxurylevy has been pald by]j jEW-—
elry manufacturers fer 1teme ruade, or .
unperted to Canada. - |

. ‘For. Thombhill ]eweller Eﬂa Weraman,
it was a long time coming, ds sthe taxhad
been dropped--on other lll.uturj,r 1terne '
yeera earlier, she eard ;

-“We can give | the eavrnga baek to cus-
temera',”_ said - Ms Weleman, ewner ef
Geldatep Jewellers. . ;

' 'The Canadian Iewe]lere AsaeeraUen-_
waant as diplomatic, referring to‘the tax
-as:job- 1nh1b1t1ng and eempetrtren
k:lller. e 5 g “
~The' gevernment plane to decrease
the excise tax by 2 per eent a year untrl 1t
1s elmilhated in. 2009. - T 4

““It was one piece of geed uews freru a-
federal budget that left many business
peeple feeling they were pasaed over.in
“.the first budget by a minority govern-.-
-ment in 25 years. Tax cuts déep enough’ -
S0 euppert a ttmwng eeenemy were_
faveured e,

‘Instedd, the geverrunent dehvered a-
please -all” ‘budget, Markham Beard ef
Trade president Keith Bray said. -

“:His" group‘and the- Rrehmend I—Illl
Chamber of ‘Commerce : received a

-

breakdewn ef the: budget by BDO Dun-: :

nweedy ehartered aeeeuntants Thure— -
“Yeu ve get a: rrlmenty gevernment
end a. budget thatreflects that,” Stephen
'Meek told the crowd of about 50. il

Aeeerdmgly, any ehangee te the
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Canadran busmess landseape weuld be
minor. - - :

“The other news. ef nete fer buemese
“was a rollback of the general eerperate
‘tax rate from 21°t0.19 per cent between
-2008 and 2010. Following the presenta—
“tion, Muhammad Siddiqui . called this -
year’s budget the status quo fer a Lrber- )
al partympewer sinee 1993, % ki

- ““There was ' ‘nothing. exeeptrenal
“about ‘this budget. It's the Same thmg
_they've been doing the. paet four.years,”. .
--said Mr. Siddiqui, adding $12.8 billion -
allocated . for  military. spendmg eeuld
-.have been better spent.. =

. Nazeeneih' Hirani fears -the. budget
will ‘do- little-'toaddress the needs ef
-/Canada’s manufaeturere and small te
medrum firms. -

““While the gevernment eennnuee te -
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mvest in high-tech industries, the same:-
“advantages have not been afforded to
the “Tom, Drek and Harry manufactur
rs”; she said: - :

Hewever a: eempetrtrue exehange
rate with the United States may alleviate-
~.some of those ehaﬂengee Ms Hu'am
added P

Meanwhﬂe a: reuung in ef federal
apendmg was’sought by the Canadian
- Federation -of . Independent Busmess,
‘which -represents-more than 105, 000 -
small and medrum buemeesea natlen- --
w1de P

“They: were: hepmg the federal leer--- -
ale would:turn back the clock to’ 2000, '
~when . their..pre- -élection’;mini: budget & -
“envisioned $10{] bt]hen m tax sa*unige '
ever five years.: S

“Those cuts’ beletered the Canadran
economy and small business ]eb ere—--
“ation, aeeerdmg to-the organization, =% -

But opposition® Conservative leader
Stephen Harper told reporters. the cuts -
‘were deep enough' that his artyweuld—--
nt vete dewn the: budget and feree an.
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But not too yt)ung to plan

2 Make sure }feur retrrement savrnga alwa}rs keep werkmg fer }reu | :
We ean help wrth RRSPS and mere Get started now by grvrng ene ef us a ea]l teday

3 Centre Street Suite 201

3150 Highway 7 East -
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Art Exertlse Gym
8. Free Welght Rnnm
Squush (nurts . (hlld Cure ;
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I-Iilten-SHites
Toronlo/Markiiam

Conference Centre & Spa

8500 Warden Ave. :

Selsn Burn ° I{ltk Bexmg
Pllntes e Tai Chl ° Yege Shll Wnters

Musrle Mnmn (3 Persenel Trnmers

Redpretel Memhershlp pnwleges at THE ADELAIDE (lUB
(Downtown) and ONTARIO RACQUET CLUB {I'If‘llssmseege} '
Ask for details.

*Call the Club for details. Hurry, limited time offer)
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Jeanne Freemen

. 9275 Markhiam Road -

. Markham =
/905-294-7415 ..

Shehhe S Gowda Ins Agey Ine &
*Shobha.Gowda

3321 McNicoll Aee

i Se_erhprnugh,_ :

o ..416-332-4944 - - -
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STATE FARM IS THERES - .
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