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Solutzons needed
to bczl'tle
tax hzkes

i Yau buyahuma mYurk Reglan chack. A

R your annual tax :bill and expact 1t ta-'_ ol

< _.-remam relauvaly static. . 5]

2. Not:so. fast. It gettrlg hardar and' j
X 'hardar for IIll!.I'ﬂCIpahtlES ta avmd srgmﬁ = el

! .'._,_'canttax increases. . |

% Thereality rsYark’a ralaavaly atabla tax
bllla have been: fueled by development

: ahargas, the. daubla—adged award of tha =

L ; _'-L_buclgat process.

T

-

- -.r-"The one-time faas, Eharged anallnaw 4 i
b hames, pay -for ‘the new sewers, roads, - | -
i .. recreation- centres,’ libraries :and athar" ;
- -.: . Services new residents raqmra 1t’s often .
i descnbed as “growth paying for grawth” i
Tk YﬂrkReglon had $425 million in devel- . .
g “"',apmant chatges banked ayaar aga e

‘Fair enough.

- But, avantua]ly raatla H.Ild aewera naad 7 .

o ‘be repaired, recreation centres. and

hbranas need to be ‘staffed and thnsa -

caats must come ftam the tax bill. .

Whan grawth slows-down, - it laavaa'--:-’“ %

E]{]Stll'lg hamaammers to pick up the tab.

There. are 'signs the - pendulum is”.

ravarsmg and'. taxpayers “must pay.the
.price for .what has been built or- imple-".-
mantad to accommodate grawth ‘

York -Region -council wrestled a prn;.

paaed 8.9-per-cent tax hike to 6.1 per
‘centlast week. That's still not enough for
_some_councillors. The regional budget
“-‘committee is laal-ung far more cuts ata
meenng taday ~

It’s: unpartant to nata last waek’a cuts'

ware made to proposed unpmvemants
“tor raada, transit and police; not existing

“services: But there is’ auﬂ reason ‘to be -
cancarnad accnrdmg to’ the: York
Raglanal Police Association. Police are:
- already stretched to.their limit, assama—'

uan praatdant John Miskiw said.
= As Whltchurch Stouf]

accept a plan’that appears 10 campra—
- mise public safety. - -~ .

But it’s mcreasmgly dtfﬁcuIt to. ﬁnd
 areas thatcan be cut./And there’salimit to
“how much taxes can be increased. York

- Region residents already pay their fair-. ‘minate jobs thatpay a decent wage and- replace

~ share, Taxas ona madlan-valuecl hama in -
. 2003. were $2,853 in Toronto, $3, 3?3 1n

Mlsalaaauga and $4,411.] in Markham
- What’s the answer?:~ =

'~ For starters, drop tha GTA paahng af -

5 taxaa that sees York reardants subard:za

SﬂCl&I programs in Toronto.

hrgh enough, despite the: labbj,nng af tha
bu]ldmg industry. -

York residents can'’t aﬂ’ard to cananua.
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50 THEY THOUGHTTHAT \F THE ARTWORK *

" WAS HOCKEY ‘RELATED, MAYBE THE TOWN -

|4~ WOULD HELP FUND  THE LATCHAM -
: f s GALLER\’ UIKE: THEY DO HOCKEY!

-

s, P*ﬂ-ﬁt Q”EELE:&; 25 5
i e . uUH ‘i“"!f’:bh!E :

ville Mayﬂr Sua |
Sherban says; residents ‘are unllkely to-

.‘-.

Dtm t prwat:ze LCB O ltke Tor:es
did wzth Hwy 407 McGumty

Re Induat?y It:um'.s LCBO review, ]rm 20

' Elio Radocchia; owner of Al Casale Rlataranta ‘rn

Nawmarket believes * ‘privatizing BJCﬂth sales is:
tha answer”. To what I'm not Sure:.’ . -

‘The suggestlﬂn mfunatea me mara avary tima I
haar it. -

bllhnna in revenue year after year and will continue |

to do so. The thnught of aallmg this now to ba]anc

_the buidget for one or two years defies logic: -
‘This cotild make the sale of Hwy.- 407 look llke a.

good.deal. M. Harris received $2 billion to $3 bil- - -

lion a few. years ago | for-the 407 and I suspect most
of us can't even remember what yaar that enabled.”

“him to balance the budgat All we knaw is that it >

dldnt lastiong. - -
* Now, for the next 90 yaars aur chlltfran and

grandchlldren will-be paying | billions annually to a~
_.private. carparatlan ‘money that. cauld hava baan
gavemmant revenue to lower taxes. -- |

“How could it pusaibly be gaad for Ontana to ter—

them with ] mmtmum—waga jobs? e
How could it possibly be good: for Ontarlﬂ tﬂ

gwa up cantml aver quuur dratnbutmn parncular-
ly to minors? " |

- Do we ranl}'r 1arant ta hacama hka Buffala or

N:agara Falls, N. Y, wrth rather. seady packag

.., storeson every corner?. '
-Maybe : development chargas arei't 24

The sale of the LCBO raakaa .na economic Sense
.and would be a betrayal by Dalton McGumty of -
avary taxpayer wha VO tad for a leeral gavarnmant

Letters to the Edltor ' ;f

The Liquor Cantral Buard af Ontarm ganaratea

Tha Staufﬁrﬂla Sun—Tnbune welramea yaur Iatters
AII submlssmns must be less than 400 wards and mu5t m::!uda,,- |
-2 daytlme telaphana numbar name and addrass
The Stuuffwlle Sun~Tnhune reserves the nght to puhllsh
,' or not publish and to edit for danty and space,..-
Wnta Letters to the Edltur 34 Civic Ave., PO Bax 154
Stauffwlle L4A ?25 a-ma:l Jmasan@ymg cam

. _a.,. . =
-

'Coum:tllors let town dewn

en Parkwew Home fees

Re Cauncrl wenr back dewn an Parkvretu Ian. 2?
Wlutchurch Stﬂuﬂ’wlle caum:ll let down the

. _cammumty once again Jan, 25. " i
It could have voted for a raduced devalﬂpmant?i

faa for: tha canstructmn of tha new Parkview non-.
praﬁt nursing home'in Stauﬁ‘mlla thus ancaurag-
*ing York Ragtan to cam:al its davalapmant faa of .
~.$267,000. |

‘Now, hawevar dua ta the shart51ghtedneaa of -

faur council mambars the -home raust pay full

lacal davalﬂpment fees’ of $324,0007 =~ ity

It has taken two years of hard work-and dechc:a _'-
uan to raise thé initial $2 ‘million for this project. "
- Now nearly $600,000 of that must be pald for devel- -
apmant fees'when it had baan paaaibla ta canca!
rnuch of that amount.. -

I thank Mayar Sue Sharban far her aupport af
thra pra]act -and ‘hope’ the four: councillors who
ﬂbjﬂﬂt@d will never need the axcallent cara thra
nursmg hama wrll pravlda Sl Sy e

_ anenng with budgets to bring down - ° 7 o BIAKETUFFORD - MARY MAR'I‘IN
masswe tax 1ncreasea year after year Wl o WHITCHURCH—STOUPFWLLE : STOUFWILL E
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Greenngsl ron
_the new -
Hock,,;_'_‘j.vzlle

Far an- afternaan Staufﬁnlla wasﬂ' gl
at the-centre:of the hockey universe.- - - -
If Detroit:is still Hacka}f Tuwn wa- e
; wera Hﬂckaywlla PR e e £
.The Crews from the Taruntﬂ news- S
papera, Leafs. TV, ‘TSN and other ..~ - .."}
“'media outlets packed the Stouffville . " §
. Arena w1th 1,300 fans and'volunteers .-
© for:a-rare sight: -NHLers playing:a =~ .

.game durmg the year-of:the'lockout.
If that wasn’t weird enaugh man- .

| 'agament [Torantﬂ Maple Leafs- gan-% §
~eral manager Johno Ferguaﬂn }r] Was: T
‘on the same alda as.the-union: (Leafa i
Joeitet

Tie’'Domi, -.Gary . Roberts; - |
Nrauwendyk and Ed‘Belfour and Rad' '
Wlng Steve: Thomas) this day.. :

‘But ‘as Nieuwendyk, he. of thrae_::
: Stanlay Cups~from’ three diffarant-_._-_
teams, told- the’ mtcraphnnaa and.; -
natapada, thrs day waant abaut';;.f—._-- TEh

labnur unrest ik
- Jtwas all abaut Waﬂdy

Kalth ‘Wnady “Acton,- aaalstant-f-_l--’f*" 5
caach ‘of the:Toronto Mapla Laafs v

caaaar survivor and: lacal hara

- He invited his pals from almaat 25 i
yeara in pro hockey'and.put on The 7% -:i.:
. .Game: Of Our Lives: 1I'in his. hama—_,-“-:- 3

tawn rink Sunday Fans scaapad up

mara than 1,000 tmketa in 19 mm— ¢ g

utaa the ) prevmua weekend?-

Thay bought” rafﬂe tlckata and
pushmg sthe . e
‘purse, to" bé .divided by Markham . ..

game WOrn - ;jerseys,

“Stouiffville Hospital - and tha UPCW
Leukamla Fund, to $30,000. " '

~He- mvltad son Will’s” team, the :

Stnufﬁvrlle Spirit:Jr. A’ aquad to pro--
“vide the" opposition; ‘just:‘like . the

Waahmgtun Generals ch_allanga tha_'_l_'. f:-‘.'

Hariam Glabatratters B g
Waady would says it's all’ abaut

cammumty and famrly and thare
waa plenty.of both: A
- Eddie ; Belfour’s san Dayn a,,

Jumar “A goalie hrmself ‘with -
- Streetsville, playad with: his dad on-
Keith’s team.. Gary Roberts played
with' his ‘brother, Greg, a Stouffville .
-minor-hockey coach, who:claims he -
taught his brother all ‘he knows. '
As the arena emptied and:Green
Daya Time Of Your Lifé. wafted down
“from the speakers, ‘some ‘of th¢
NHLars signed paraphernaha hung ¥
mrar the glass. .-~ A
A'giddy young | lad shawad hIS dad

the Tie Domi 51gnatura on hxa ]arsay. 25

as they left the rink.":" .. i
. All-was" rrght in. Hacke}rwlle on-.'_'-~
thls day." |

iy I Masaa is’ edttar of the Sua- T

“Tribuné and was an: orgamzer of rhe
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