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next week at all-party hear-

irigs on Bill 135, the Green-

belt Act, including a session
at the Radisson

Tuesday
Hotel on Hwy. 7 in Markham.

The greenbelt plan is

based on good science and

- already has seen moré con-

- sultation than the moraine

. plan did, said David Donnel-

ly, a lawyer-for environmen-

~.tal ,groups- supporting the
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Farmers need
compensation’

greenbelt: “It is either the v
height - of. "ignorance - .or- - .

~hypocrisy to- suggest . the
"Tories got: it right on the
moraine but the Liberals are

~ getting it wreng nn the green—_ 5

bRl il
. DRAW aounmmes

Ceneervatwea agtee

tnust be drawn semewhete
"and they want to protect
envltenmenta]l

- Mr. Tory satd but added the

gevermnent should .take a

- few-more menthe to investi-
gate the need for an appeals

- .process, eempensatlen for:
~farmers and support  for
.'those municipalities whose .

grewth wﬂl be restneted

‘Thisisa lesr ditch
attempt by peeple
whe were hepmg to -
meke speeulerwe
proﬁts to throw ™
up a smekesereen '
o ef setence

" The Cenaerv’aﬁvea aren’t

 demanding farmers be paid

 for their land at development
prices but some ‘compensa-
. tion is needed, Mr. Tory said.

. Accepting all or some recom-

" mendations .of a provincial

- ‘panel report on agriculture

~'sensitive -
land and prime.farmlands,

JﬁHH TORY: More timé needed to
investiigate compensation . for
-farmere Ceneenetwe leader Sﬂtd

: Whﬂe et__-pewe_r, the Tenee |
.cut Agriculture Ministry staff
‘and cancelled - programs,

‘boundaries for a greenbelt' “ including -the Dufiin Rouge

Agricultural - Preserve- 'in

-~ Markham- and a  program
that would have paid cash to
farmers in Niagaras fruit-
lands for easements forbid-

dmg development.

- “P'm sure there were deel— |
sions we took that in hind-

sight may not have helped

~the situation,” Mr. Tory said, -
" arguing the Liberals also cut
- agriculture programs and
failed to Iespenti to farmers”

needs.

SCIENCE ACCEP‘I' ED
“The selenee behind the

. greenbelt — meant to, pre-
-serve - ecosystems, water- |z

~ -sheds and bioregionalism — | i~

- has been generally aeeepted-

- by politicians-and citizens |
o _'-smee David Crombie used it [
"--’.fer a Royal Commission [*
- report on Toronto’s water-

front 15 years ago, said Gerda
Wekerle, an

versity.

The Tery dupmunk (left) is featured on greenbetch.ea, while the Save
the Rouge Valley System mascot) was a fixture at moraine protests.

‘Torles stole my chipmu

en v1r0nmentst clauns '

';_ Iehn Gen'eteen adnntted in Rlchmend
Hill'‘his new Liberal. gevernment
“ couldn’t stop most moraine heuamg

the Terles had appreved in the town..

he ]alge ehjpmu.'nk star of a new

- -Tory website is one big phony, envi-
. renmentahet Glenn De Baeremaeker %
~ says. i |
The urmamed redent — aetually a -

person in chipmunk costume — -ison

. -every page of www.greenbotch.ca,

holding signs that say “Dalton, you

. lied” or “Where’s the science?” as the
- site attacks the province’s proposed

Golden Horseshoe Greenbelt.

What angers Mr. De Baeremaeker -
is his.Save the Rouge Valley System -~
group rented such costumes over the -
. years to pressure Tories to save the

- Oak Ridges Moraine. -
.. The group also had a eh: munk
(worn:that day by Thornhill teenager 3
Josh Shapero) in tow in November

2003 when Municipal Affairs Munster

“That IS nut our chlpmunk It

Iunks Ilke a eheap knuck-uff nf

nur chipmunk,

Glenn De Baeremaeker,
f environmen rehst

—

= -

It’s thlS event the ;;eehbet‘ett web-f -_
- site, launched Tuesday, recalls with its

-repeated phete lllusttatlnn and cap—
- tion.” - _

“That is net our ehlpmunk It -
leeks lzke a eheap kneek—eff ef our ...

“Tory claims the gre
e eredlbﬂltyazebaseleee | 8

- ““These guys are ‘just hypeentea e
+ “They dent Imew what they’re talking - -
_abuut i '

empmunk s aa.r.d Mr. De Baetemaek- :
er, now a Toronto councillor Ieadlng-
a.coalition that supports the green-
belt but wanta 1t te melude mere'—-'

v 'terrttery - :
The Tenes athmt then: etupmunk is. _
.a fake tbeugh the eaptten reea]ls a real'__?"

E\FEH'E

Censervauve leader John Tory:

But Mr: De Baeremaeker caHed 1ts 2
ting” and said =

use.on. the site’ “disgus
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environmental
- studies prefesser atYerk Uni-

“This. is a last ditch [SNCHESSEE.
attempt by people who were * Ei St
- hoping to make speculative -

profits to throw up a grioke-": ax

screen of science,” she said,

..u-.,-l--.il'ul.

' tart
%ﬂrl;l sze ¢ geed ° Mr about public good and indi-
| wdual preperty rights:-. .7 .7
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