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HEALTH Sﬂ!ﬂrday }an 29, 2005

Anesthesiologists’
Feb. 11 meeting
. viewed as walkout

BY CHRIS TRABER
Staff Writer

Operating rooins in York Region hos-
pitals will shut down Feb. 11 as most.
aneethesmlcglsts will be off the job
attending a day-long meeting: -
While doctors contend the day is an
essential meeting of the Ontario Med-
ical Association’s anesthesiology sec-
tion, it is widely viewed as a walkout,

~ Hospitals ready for OR shutd

'pretesnng the government’s- reduced
~waiting list' program and langulehmg
contract negotiations. -

Whether it’s job action or prcfesszen—

al develepment it means elective sur-
ery at 17-of Ontario’s 154 hospitals,

including YorK’s three health’ facﬂmes

will be cancelled that Friday. .

Emergency and urgent care wﬂl be

avaﬂable at all three hospitals: -

.- Markham . Stou ’wale Hosp 1tal has

net scheduled elective surgery for Feb.

'11; advised public affatrs tace—-premdent
Chad Hanna. = =

~ “Wehadasense of what was gcmg te' -
ha pen," he said. “It will be business as

usual. There will be no cemprnmtse of

. patient safety or quality of care.
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operate at the regular after hours service
to support emergency surgical and
obstetrical cases, surgical system direc-
tor Terri Stuart-McEwan said. - -

“At no time will patient safety be at

risk,” she said. “An anesthesiologist will

be on site that day.” .

York Central Hospital has cancelled
all elective surgery Feb. 11, confirmed
president and CEO Bruce Harber.

“I don’t know how many cases are
affected but they are being rebooked,”
Mr. Harber said, addmg two of 11 staff
anesthesiologists willbeon call.

Addressing the waiting list strategy is

‘a concemrn for surgeons, as well as anes-

thesiologists, Mr.-Harber said.
" “We've received provincial funding

. for extra joint repIacement cataract and
* cancer surgeries. These cases havetobe
completed by March 31 -and they’ll be .

-discussing how to:get that done ancl' :

how to accelerate wait lists,” he Sﬂld
" There are 17 staff anesthesiologists at

“Southlake, five of whom will be sched- - -
- uled Feb. 11 to cover-émergencies and
urgent cases auch as cancer and erthe-. i

pedics.

- “Our gcvermng bedy has cemrened a.
. meetlng on Feb. 11 and has asked. for . R
- our members to attend,” Southlake ' BEE ,
Regional Health Centre clnef cf anesthe— .

smlegj,r Dr. Ira Bloom said.

BRUCE HARBER: York Central Hospital __
pt’ESIdEI’It and CEO says Feb. 11 surger- >,

‘ies are bemg rebncked
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‘He wmﬂd not speculate on any

' '_"_"futme action.

“T'can’t speculate on that » he Sﬂld

“The meeting is important in that we

neecl to deternnne the anesthesmle—

“What it means is that we wﬂl not be._ . o B N
runmng electwe surgery ﬂn that date in - SR SEETR

r'--u-ln——.

'_':-. _Shappmg

B i

: ‘-i-‘-i_..-“{anr Level' 3

. STANDARD FEATURES:

-165 HP Baxer Engine -Full-Time Symmetrical All-Wheel .
Drive *ABS, 4-Wheel/4-Channel/4-Sensor -AMFM/ICD
Audio System With 4 Speakers -PW & PL, -Remote
Keylass Entry «Air Cond. With Alr Filtration -Heated
: iner Mumra -Dual Front Airbags Cruise

s h!‘:i"'""* '_.,'r ._1'*-'“ ""l"'""

“9401 HWY.48, MARKHAM |
1. Muaatmmarkhanuuharu.cam}f

§" * EZ Folding System

- B ~_Huw~$999'

:‘ -I?Shp

5 iy B, 5 a.-. = L N o

'Bladez 6320 Treadnull

: .-Zﬂhp Cenununus Duty 5
» Contact Heart Rate - i il
* 20" Belt -

gl g s x rop W o . - E L
ks P e e . S B g e P P e e
Fi Ay TR L 5 - . il a

=T ..;q. el PO K L
' iy oy - H
L! 5 E Fu |

.rawn”‘SOO

e $1499 GEEE

. .
.

PR pnpndala g W opag o Fasif H
PISCAPSR I, R e .l P
lll x --' a’ ! -

- " 1] -
¢ i i h

:-.'.-.'.. q.-; )

-.-_n:-'-,i-.qr;i-.-h = -r‘;'i- ;.
v

' Contmueus Dut}r
8 - Contact Heart Rate
7 'H:ddmg Deatgn i, 2

gy =Y
.ila'!r*-l- 'r..

-..Ji'n-_,.-...i.-..-.

4= F
o W,

o, =, ah 3 .
e a0 L
o1 " n =
i - % Ld

Nautilus SelectTedl
i Dumbbells -
+ 51b-52 1/21b Increments

d + Replaces a Complete
' Rack of 30 DumbbEHS T

¥ room LI S £l o (- " . r
Cmmm i WA Stk il TP v e W AW g o el o,
g b h L]
i Zl ] "4

Keys 700EL

* Heart Rate Control .
» Friction Free
Magnetic Resistance

BLADEZ MGDEL
~ BF6L2

“, . OFFICIAL SPONSOR

| Sl\npw!'mﬂht pros shop
SRS VAUGHAN MiLLS . TORONTO
ot (905) 761-7074 {415}44&-!]244
I"_-'.- L e NOW OPEN!
R . ) . i A AR mm

. Selection may vary by store. See store for detals.
-_'eacmmmmmnmm

--campaign
kick start contract negotiations with the

| eneugh physicians.
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gists’ situation in Dntanc.

The waiting list issue will be a majer

topic of discussion.
“We have all taken on extra cancer

and orthopedic cases. The profession is

working harder than usual and some

~ have had to forego vacation time. Some

~ orthopedic surgeons have wait lists in
excess of a year. That’s a real problem .

the government has to address,” Dr.

.-Bloom said.
The association will launch a $1 mjl-

lion radio and newspaper advertising
this weekend designed to

Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care.
- The ads suggest overworked doctors
can't solve long: waiting lists and 142
~Ontario communities dent ‘have
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the gevem- :
ment in late 2004 excluded pay hikes in. -
_the first year and was rejected by 59.per | ™
cent of association members — includ-
~ ing 77 per cent of aneethesmleglsts who -
“claim Ontario needs another 90 in thetr
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_Alittle
time can
make a
- HUGE
‘difference
in a child’s
life!

With several
volunteer
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choose from, one
is sure to suit !
your schedule.
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