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'?_ Reglon not after headlmes
‘Re: Regzees $50t} 000 .-!aunem:. dene-'

- tion simply wrong, guest r:elumn by

Bruce Annan, Jan. 13. .
While I appreelate an ‘individual’s

.. right to an opinion, I would like to correct
. several inaccurate points regarding the' .

region’s decision to donate $500,000 to

" aid tsunami rehef efforts; a donation on

“behalf of all York Region reszdents in our
‘nine area municipalities. =~ - |
.- Contrary to Mr. Afinan’s epuuen the

e .:'_'denatlen was not done merely through

n “informal telephene poll” of regional -

i eeuneﬂlers The matter was discussed in

an e- maﬂ to all members of

" council and thén raised at the region’s:

gamer ‘headlines.. Members of . reglenal
. council recognized the seriousness of the
'._s-.dlsaster eepeelally in re]ahenehlp to the =
" . residents.of-our region who. cenhnue to
o ,'--__'-be affected by thls tragedy. bl

' regularly scheduled fihance and admm
; letrauen comimittee meeeng Jan. 6.

“.* 'With 12 members:of regional eeuneﬂ'f:&{".'"_f'—'.
.:j.- in attendance, the committee en}eyed s
e ﬁﬂseme debate on. this unpertant issue.

‘In the end the eemmmee voted

:. '_':__'_;-._'_;-:,-_unanuneueiy on the donation, ‘request-:
Sl g_"mg the money be issued immediately. -

Reglenal council will: ratify this deet-: ;

i sion at its ]an 20 council meeting.

Thle was ‘not a political demelen to -

“To'suggest an underl’_wng eunent is at

"_:_i play threugh this. donation or the two
- agencies where -the- funds have been_"f

THE EDITOR
_our organization’s future. The term
i “political slush fund” merely demen—- '

.pubhe health and emergency medlt:ai_

| Reglens three hospitais teward thelr cap— ;

reg:lenal 18 character commiunity ‘and 1 am preud‘ -
‘ouf residents have been able to assmt ina -

-~ time ef need

._"Senlors apprecnate Ilghts tour At

strates a lack of business acumen..

Our council continues ‘to premde |
apprepnate funds for York Regional -
Police services, public and rapid transit,
social services and affordable housing, -

eemcee | |
- “In addition, reglenal council contin-
uee its $63-million commitment to York

ital expansion pians. . .

- We continue our werk to create a Safe, )
-healthy and caring community for resi- - | "2
dents ‘and businesses: York Region is a. |

RN Rl | 5 FISCH"__ -
S REGIGNAL GHAIRPERSON CEO ..
THE REGIUNAL M UNICIPALI TY OF YORK -

A big thank you to Markham eeuncﬂ'f

--and York Reglen Transit- for. premdmg; o et s
‘seniors with: theu' ‘annual -tour [+) 28 £} Scie
" Chiristmas hghIs
“dents did their best to celebrate. 7.0 g

in Markham. Our resi-

" A'big surprise came on: Damel Ceurt '
where several children and theirmothers |’

~ boarded the bus and served home-made | A&
- -cpokies and hot cider. It was then on to- . |
-the “adults "centre . for ‘hot .chocolate, |

doughnuts and entertauunent A levely szl

directed is offensive. - way.to endanen]eyable evening. - . Eae
; Reglenal ceuncﬂ hae werked hard te NG MARGARET CAMPBELL |
T . ' MARKHAM_ ‘

wali buﬂd healthy reeerve funds te assstst w1th , SR

"|

- people living in developing countries.
- Dramatic and devastating, the tsunaml left
" at least 150,000 dead, millions hemeless and

- caused billions of dollars in damage.

‘Fortunately, the world has reepended wnh. o

" . an enormous outpouring of support.

- Within days of the disaster, politicians in
develeped countries began to announce aid

. packages.- Donations - from the public have’”

- beeneven rnere remarkable

. - for the tsunami disaster because they simply
. don't have the capacity to spend it on. the
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- often’ have aeeese te the aemees and infra-
- : kel o B eeuntrles These d:seases are part ef the rea-__‘_

greund in the afflicted countries.. =
‘But in all our efforts to bring some hope to

: _-'these suffering; we must not forget the devel- .
epmg world needs our he]p every day |

Those. living in poorer countries do not

i it

St '_j.hen a wall ef water erashec['_" |

.-f~-across the shorelines of several

N\ /  Asian countries on'Dec. 26, it
- Wi was a powerful ‘reminder of

Tk Yz just how vulnerable humanity

_can he te the forces of nature — eepeeially'

Dav1d Slllekl

' struemre we take for granted - 3
.. At the best of times, they may not. have
healthy food, medical services, clean water or -

_. i

. T ;l‘samtatlen In times of crisis, what little these
In fact, some aid ageneles ‘have even - -

etepped accepting relief: money apeelﬁcaily '

eeuntnes have to.protect their citizens can
- eaeﬂy be overwhelmed. L - |
Wetalse must not ferget the tsunami isn't
the only humanitarian crisis faemg the devel-
- oping world today. Last year; more than L 5.
mllhen Afncans died from AIDS. 5
. Every year, more than two mllhen peOple
dIE from tuberculosis and one million people

- die from'malaria, most of them in develepmg" :

" “son nearly ene-ﬁfth of ehﬂdren bem in sub- -
o T _"'Saharan Africa will not live past the age of five. .

‘The tsunami has:also taken the spethght

i off other leng—suﬂenng regions, such as Sudan -
. -and Uganda.’Millions of refugees in ‘these
- areas are still lwmg in squalid camps. Such

camps are breeclmg grounds for the same dis- -

eases experts are concerned could’ become

rampant. in areas affected by the. tsunaml

__ heeause of a lack of sanitation.

None of this is to say that eeuntnes euﬂfer—

| mg in the wake of the tsunami don't need our
help — they do. But the tsunami was really a-
sobering reallty check. o

Our world is. unpredietable.and dlSﬂStEl‘

could strike any time, often hurting poorer

regions the most. Yet, one glance at the list of

casualties from the tsunami and it becomes

clear the disaster’s reach goes far beyond Asia.

Canadians, Swedes, Americans and those of |
| many other nationalities also died; ~ '

Smee the chsaster, there have been calls fet

a better tsunami early warnmg system That'
seems obvious: <

“But warnin

gs are enly useful 1f the*,,r are
__heedecl And we are gemng all sorts ef warn-.

mga abeut the ﬁuure we eentmue te 1gnere
We were told, for example, coral reefs and

~ mangrove: forests helped huffer eeaeﬂmee '+

from damagmg waves.: - .. £
. Yet many such eeesyatems in the Inchan

Mmaef?meesmee' -

‘Ocean were. lost to” development in' recent
-years ~— eeeeyeteme that may have offered

preteehen to some areas from the tsunami.

- Scientists are also continuing to warn us -
abeut the effects of climate change, eepeetally -
“on develepmg nations that lack the infras

Tastruc-
- ture -to reepend to more frequent severe
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weather events, rising sea Ievels and changmg L

pl’EClpltatIDﬂ patterns.

- Unfortunately, while the -develeped werld’
reepense to the tsunami disaster has been

heartening, our respense to elunate ehange
has been tepid at best.

~It's not that humaratj.lr laeks the eapaelty to "

respond. _
~ Obviously, Judgmg frem recent events,
humamt}fe capaeity for compassion can be

_profound.’It's just unfertunate that it takes a

tsunami to trigger it. | :
Iake the Natilre Cha!.-'enge and Ieam more at WWW. david-
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