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More Yor' farmlan' expecte' to be lost to

farmhouse in York

H'Ihemewremmn“hesame-._ =
_ from the.front porch of any EXges
Region —the .

next few years will look mun:h 1 '_

: erﬂlﬂlﬂ.‘&tfew = :
Mu:efannlandmltbelnsuﬂ--.

-urhanspra\ﬂ most farmers will - [

to make a buck and the - ¥
agricultural community - |oes

wﬂlawalt news of a new regional
airport -
Mazkhmnarea. :

3 Jay Reesor of Markham ::a.l]s

hu-nselfareaJELthemeiiﬁ-:

year-old farmer recognizes that
people deserve a nice place to
live, he wonders why prime agri-

cultural land has tnhesacnﬁ::ed :

in thepmcess.

:Mr. - Reesor -a.ﬁr.l hlS w:fe'
Miriam grow strawberries and

sweet corn to sell at their road-

side, market on the Ninth Line

]ust suuth of Stouffville.
- He also grows 75 actes of soy
heans ‘and. wheat. While Mr.

Reesor’s from a farm family, it’s
doubtful daughters: Leah, 17,

and ' Jessica, 14, will pursue a
career in agriculture. .

" Ag ncultural land  in Yurk;

Regmn is, indeed, shnnkmg

Today, York Region has more
than 1,000 -farms . covering just.
shy of 176,000 acres. In the past -
eight years, the number of farms

region has decreased by 16
per. cent, while the total area of - -

in the

farm’ pmpemes has dmpped by
alrost 10 per cent. - ;

-On the brighter side, farmem
produce more on less land. Total

farm revenue, now at $178.6 mil- -

in" - the P1::kermg-'

three- phase 5uhdw151nn, The
175-acre farm made way for 725

—4  houses. A fewMarkham council-

just north of 16th Avenue. The topsoil was removed to facilitate

dﬂelupmtnt of the area.

past eight years. -
“Farmers are more efﬁmem
said - Don Stevenson,  York

.Regmns service representative

for - the Ontario: Federation of
Agriculture. “Today’s. farmer is
producing more on less land.
Theres mnreeﬂimenc;.r said Mr.

'Stevensun. et
" Gtill, urbanization is wewed-

as a critical issue. Urban sprawl

is especially evident in the
" southern part of York Region:
* Farmland in Markham is evapo-
* rating much.faster than agricul-
~tural lands in such’ nurthem

mumclpalmes . ‘as- .. East

Gwillimbury. -
. Mr. Reesor has been trackmg

‘the urban takeover for:most of .
= his adult life. A product of a pio-:

neer farm-family, Mr." Réesor’s™-
roots matter. “From where | grew
“up (on the Ninth Line), the city

the rate of 1.5 kilometres every

five years,” said Mr. Reesor “It
won't take long before it's all
gane.

In Markham, an all too famil-
iar scene often plays itself out: A

farmer sells out and buys a big

house on a two-acre estate lot,

 near Vandorf. The farmer is 60

years old. A developer paid hima
visit and waved a bundle of cash
under his nose. :
The farmer took stock of the
situation: He's land rich and cash
poor. The kids are long gone.

The made it clear 10 years ago

they were not interested in work-
ing seven- -days-a-week for noth-

-ing. It's time to quit; time to sell.
It's hard to sell But, it's harder.
‘not to.”

- Psfter a Ume, Mmkharn coun-

“cil agreed to'rezone the farm

from agriculture to a residential
in nrdEr to - accommodate a

' ' ; ; AFF PH'DTCI.!S.ICIERD MTTE\'EEH.
]a}' Reesar of Nmth Linein Markham sits atop a mound of topsoil

lors ranted and raved about :he

- dire need to protect Mﬂ:khams :
oy pnme agpmﬂmml land. -

Meanwhile, : - standmg-

| mum-urdycrmcd m]lnunupat '
.the council chambers and tell
_ residents can't  live .
beside semis and town houses.
In the end, democracy prevailed.
and the farm gave:way to a
ey brand new subdivision. Life
{ - went on. There’s was only one .
change — the farm disappeared.

council -

“It's disappointing. I recog-
nize the need for people to have
a good place to live, but to build
on m{l farmland is very sad,”
szud Mr. Reesor. “It’s just disap-

pointing to see it happen and it -

is happening.”

King - Township -Mayor
Margaret Black tells yet another
familiar story. Her farmer father
was forced to sell the century-old
family farm in King Township
when he was 69 years old..

Her father sold the mixed
farming operation and the land
to another farmer in 1969. Mrs.
Black’s father kept a 10-acre par-
cel of land,

‘small piece of land had been'in
the family since the mid 1800s.

Urban sprawl is viewed as a . -

major * issue here. The York
Region agricultural advisory liai-

son group, made up of farm. .
organizations -and individual
- farmers, recently asked Ontario
Agriculture and Food" Minister *
the -

. pmﬁnce establish and fund a

Helen . Johns to: have

_ located directly
across from his main farm. The "

to acquire lands for agriculnue
and other rural uses. |
Mrs. Johns, along with Oak

Ridges MPP and Tourism Frank .
- Klees, told the farmers and area -
mayors, including Mayor Black, -

that theyd take the farmers’

on their

evelopment

: landmist.itmmsthepmvuue hndledmterestmﬂw[miemg
airportlands. -

I['Sheerlaﬂ-}'&EIEEIIIEEU}EfEd :

eral and provincial govemments

started to slowly erase farmsteads
and small' crossroad ‘communi-
ties in eastern Markham and

-nunhl’zckenngmmenamenfan '
appeal to Queens Pa:kanclwurk - alrpo

It -
Plans fur a regmna] auport ;

: %ﬂefamursstraﬁtheneed ,'mnxﬂmfIWﬁmmnn- X
'furclmngesm planning at the federallandsnortho Hwy?are b A
'pmnnal level, me:-,r notice re- - now being discussed. - |

The Regmnal Munici pahty of York

EXPROPRIATIONS A(ff

NOTICE QFIAPPLICATIDH FOR APPROVAL -
TO EXPROPRIATE LAND *

S |ntersectmns.

- Street (YR 12); and -

IN THE MATTER OF an application by The Regional
Municipality of York for apprﬂval to expropriate lands and
interest in lands described in Schedules “A*, “B* and “C"
hereto, in the Towns of Aurora and Whitchu rch-Stuuffwl[e in

The Regional Municipality of York, for the purposes of:

{a} the widening and remnstructinn of St. John's Sideroad
er 26) from Yonge Street (YR 1) to Bayview Avenue (YR
34) in the Town of Aurora, to a basic right-of-way width of

- 36.0 metres with additional widenings at cuts, fills, water
course crossings and intersections, to provide a basic four

lane road with' left-turn and right-turn lanes at key

(b) the widening and recnnstructmn of St. lahn 5 Sldemad
(YR 26) from Bayview Avenue (YR 34) to Woodbine
" Avenue (YR 8) in the Towns of Aurora and Whitchurch-
Stouffville to a basic right-of-way width of 36.0 metres to
* provide a basic two-lane road to Regional standards with
" left-turn and nght-turn lanes at key intersections;

© aﬁjustments to. existing traffic_control 5|gnals ‘and |
~‘associated illumination to accommodate the pmpused- .
- ‘revisions to the road layout at the intersections of St. |

- " John's Sideroad (YR:.26) with. Yonge Street: (YR -1),
~ Industrial Parkway, Bayview Avenue (&'R 34] and LESIIE'

{d) .the’ pruvislun of an underground conduit: syrstern and'-_ :

lion, is up by 5 per cent over the

has Encmached on Fann lands at

illumination at the intersections of St. John's Sideroad (YR .

K [ ds - ‘26) with Pinnacle Trail/John West Way, Trent Streetharl
- Are . Stewart Drive and Woodbine Avenue (YR 8). . SR B
: NDTIEE IS HEREBY GIVEN that appllcatlun has heen made far- *
Ex P ens W' E ‘approval to expropriate lands and interest in lands described in-|.
Just ask an g Schedules "A", "B" and "C" hereto.”Any owner of lands in_

respect-of which notice is given who desires an.inquiry into
“whether the taking of such land is fair, sound and reasonably .{ :
.| necessary .in the -achievement of the" uh;ectwes of ‘the
' _expmpnatmg authority shall so notify the authar]h,r in wntmg, _
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