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have b-een adﬂptﬂd h:.' the regmns plan—

atiun of healthy communities; meas-

ures to assure economic vitality, preser- . -

vation of the environment and the pro-
vision of much-needed human services.

One of the most effective ways to
wth and meet these criteria
is to establish a system of centres, or

" nodes, in which the majority of devel-

opment will occur, Mr. Tuckey said.

By far the highest level of gro
occur in the regions well-established
southern municipal

Richmond Hill and Markham. It is also
destined to continue along Yonge Street
“in Aurora and Newmarket.

wth will .

ities — Vaughan,
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Th&

acceptable density gui idelines to fill the

-gaps in thesé existing urban areas and

ning department. They call for the cre- - then implement the traffic and transit

measures necessa.r;.' 0 make them
work ;
.The bu]k. of the snuthem develop-
ment will occur along Hwy. 7 and Yonge,
with major corridors in the west and
east as well, linking Vaughan and
Markham with Toronto. :

‘The regions rapid transit plan. a
multi-billion-dollar partmership with a

~_consortium of privaté companies, will
focus on these corridors. -

The system, which is likely to evolve
over years, will provide transportation
for the growing number of people living
and working within the region, as well
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as estabhsrung Imks with the Tumnm
Transit Commission and transit services
in- nenghbuurmg Peel - and Durham

mgmns.

. All of these Elemen'rs, a!ung W'l[h .
i plamung for upgraded roads, sewers,”

water delivery systems and other infra-

structure, loom large as York rumbles '

inexorably toward an mcreasmgly
wrban future. . .

“Itis managmg rapid grmvl.h rather
than managing urban sprawl in the tra-
ditional sense,” Mr. Tuckey said.

“We have compact - community
building policies, firm boundaries, very
strong greenlands and agricultural and
rural policies that are very solid.”

Markham Deputy Mayor Frank
Scarpitti, chairperson of the regions
planning committee, agrees planning
for the future requires a mmprehenswe

approach. .

“In the past, we used to build subdi-

visions,” he said. “Now, were building
communities.”
- Along with gm'.ﬂh on ascalesuch as
has been evident in York Region over the
past three decades — the population
was 169,000 when the municipality was
formed by the province in 1971 —
comes_a sense of inevitability amnng
residents and even politicians.

It can seem as if construction is a

. constant condition and that srrawl is’
{ - unstoppable. That, according to Peter

g

Sibbald Brown. of :Sutton, is when

. growth must be put to the test of public

scrutiny and opinion. .

- “The inevitability factor— that’s just
cumpiat:em,y, Mr. Brown said. “Of
course, you're going to have inevitabili-
ty, unless you're continually vi igilant.”

His comments are made in the din-
ing room of a home overlooking Lake -
“24  Simcoe. To the rear of the huuse. in the

| gathering darkness of an early winter -

evening, are 38 hectares of forested land

. that became a battleground when, sev-

eral years agn, a develﬂper a:mnunced

uld you _.WI

F-:J:: rnemnrable ar:qualntances auld and new, =
The Cmmer House in Stouffville should ne'er be forgot. -
ThE sau::e ﬁ:}r flne dining i in York Region, u.d'uate:ufer the seasc:n
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FRANK SCARPITTI: ‘We used to
build subdivisions. Now we're build-
ing communities.

plans to build 500 homes for seniors.
The Moatfield proposal, as it was
locally known, spurred several .noisy
and well attended public meetings,
resulted in an Ontario Municipal Board
hearing that has yet to be completely
resolved and sparked the formation of
the North East Sutton  Ratepayers

Association, or NESRA.

That group continues to advocate for |
environmentally sound develnpment
and the preservation of Genrgmas
dwindling forest cover.

--The . proposal has - been whltﬂed
dﬂwn to approximately 300 homes, a

number which has yet to pass the

muster of environmental siudies.”
Residents became bitter during the

process, but the way the issue galva-:

nized the community was impressive,

said_ Dr. -Margaretha Vandervelden,

preslde nt of NESRA.
“It was very reluctantly that I accept-
ed to become president. I mean, I was

-pretty intimidated by this.

: "Eul‘. I was truly driven by my indig- -
nation.”
*She said she was mmpeﬂeﬂ to take
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ion constant 5|ght across bustling region

, a::nnn by"thefacﬂha:agmupnfspecu

lators whose only objective is .. to make
ashlga buck as possible could actually
come up with something that destroyed

- the quality of life of so many families.

And don't kid yourself even l.hﬂugh

" its niow scaled down, it’s still going to .

havea huge effect on the lives of all of us

~ around here. And I'm r.alhng about 300
 families or mme.

The opponents of Mnatﬁeld hlew

they stood little chance of defeating the

plan outright. But they hoped to mit-
gate the impact ‘of a proposal that had
huge ramifications. . -

They fought to maintain thé most
significant environmental feature of the
site, a forested wetland close to the lake.

Opponents contend large-scale
development would have negative con-
sequences for awater table that serves

several hundred homes on wells. - .

- A publicly-driven campaign helped
fight a plan that was inappropriate for
the area, Dr. Vandervelden said.”

“Public pressure is legitimate,” she
said. “Sure, it's emotionalisin, because
people see their lifestyle threatened.”

And that public pressure is becom-
ing more important now, as growth bar-
rels ahead, she said. The process can be
skewed in favour of the development
community, Dr. Vandervelden said:

“It's (a) devetupment process that

develuped in a pro-growth (:Iunate," Dr.
Vandervelden said.
She questions the ﬂhjEEllmt:f of

'plans and environmental assessments

that are funded by developers and used
by municipalities as guidelines. |

. Mr. Brown credits the: community’s
refusal to accept the inevitability of
Moatfield for the strides that have been

‘made in thi,ﬂ.f_ﬁght against the proposal.
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