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. JOE PERSECHINI -
- ‘I want everyone to be around.
I wani the world to go on, a
healthy. heauttful atmosphere’.
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BY SIMONE fﬂSEPH
Staff Writer

floe Persechini lldd hut one
- for clean air and water.

“I want everyone to be
“around. I want the world fo go

phere" hesaid. -~ . .-
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~ wish for 2003, it. would be

-on,a healthy, beautiful almns- ;

*Mr. Persechini was one of 10 -
c-::nmmumty leadlers" and -digni- .

wewed about the.-lr hnpes fnr the '_ j

435003,
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) HAD IJNE WISH ...

GLENH DE BAEHEMAEH"EE
.. that tha province _u.anr:a_l its
deal with developers to allow.
thﬂusamis of new houses on
the Dak Hldges Murame*

' new yea L -
We asked: “If}rnu could have

L

“. one wish fnr 2(]!]3 what '.'muld it .

. be?u

- sechini’s life and pnnnues have
n:hanged he said.

“The owner of Persechini Fit-

-ness & Sqirash Complex in New-

“With . the hirth nf hts fi rs[
“grandchild in October, Mr. Per- -

.-market and founder of the Per--
-sechini Run/Walkathon for East-
er’ Seals hegan Worrying dbnut._
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TIM JDNES
. that all of us ...

'-'mﬂuenr.ecl . by the nh}arauter:

nnmmumty matmtw&s and

atlnhules in al] that we duu._ 3
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Better world tops new years:

_wn:[er. global issues, siuch as the

future and health of our p!anet
He is not alone.

Moraine tops ‘Glenn De Baere-

IHDI"&II.’] E'.

“will buy enough land to protect

Pmtectmg the DaL Rn:igEE:

maeker’s wish list. The president
of Save the Rnuge Valley hopes.
the' government will cancel the-
-deal "with. dE‘t’E[anTE that will
allow homes to be. hm!t on The:

‘He “hopes ‘the . gnvernment -

Btu. HDGAHTH
... for everyone in ank
HEQIDH fo msu!va to

Iearn sumethmg new -
e'.rewﬂay

wzsh lzst

the area bmfahse he fears devel-
- opment:would negatively affect
the land. Protecting the moraine
- is vital because of its role as the -
life“source of man}r nuer 53;5‘ :
- tems, he said. 4 :
“If the murame is pul!uted or
-' cﬂntammated you contaminate
your. entire - water system. It's
- important the water system
starts -off clean -and clear-and -

See WISHES, page A7.
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f=paigh is‘stepped. up’ dunng

10 get message
as charges onrise .

BY LISA QIIFFN
 Staff Writer

The man flicked his marijua-
‘na joint out the window as he
realized he was about to be

pulled over'at-a RIDE stop in

Markham one night last week. --
Unfnrtunate]y for him, it got -

“caught on the windowsill of the

driver's door and -was an’easy.

akuwsk:l :

The driver was ciiarged with
1rnpa:red ‘driving. - A quu:k
.. search of the vehicle tumecl up .
ntlu':rdrugs Rl

This year, for the ﬁ:st t:me in
=Lhe history. of. the ' RIDE ¢am-
-paign; York Regional Police have -
- charged - more -motorists; with .
. drug: uffences tlmﬂ drmkmg
ahddnml,g. RO e &

Alt ank"& HIDI} pru- '

th‘e*-*

-: ..d,-._.-ﬂ-

,' od las!

* under the influence of drugs.
~find" for. Cunst. Hﬂbeﬂ ‘Sier- .-
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.:'i holiday.season. " 2
; w"*Seven dnvers have. 1heen

& whﬂe ﬁve have been:; chﬂl‘gﬂd

+.with ~alcohol-related crtmes* :
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Sta&‘ Sgt: Doug Hall said.:
“;'+“Alot of people are using thE
wacky tobacky,”. he said. “We' re

. In“total,”:29 - drivers" were
“issued .12- hour . su5pensmn5
Police: laid -‘one . charge “of
impmn:-d drwmg four. r:harges
nf ﬂpErﬂtmg a veh:c!e w1th more. .

r... .\'__..-, W
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by 2026; ‘an’ annmpaied 40,000
- new residents a year; an annual
-growth-rate’ of 5.7 per cent;

dpproved, registered and-as-yet .
: _unhu:lt residential and industri-
al units, which amnunt m a ﬁve.-

ﬂt' 82{] 000. mda:.r, Expm:md m"
grow to as much as 1.3 million. .

numerous subdivisions in- the .-
works and’ almost: 50,000 draft.

g a:";_'fm aﬂ*'t-n.i- £ut
Sy
I
*

; EPE,,H‘:.&

; '.~year supply of pmpefty
be developed. | ~* -ir 35
- As of mid- 20{]2 Markham

-~ had 10,000 draft approved units,

that r:an

" Vaughan had more than-13,000

-and Richmond Hill had 12,800
. on the books. Aurora has 4,230 -
‘units .“approved, .. Newmarket "~
2,800 and East Gwillimbury and

: Genrgina have dra!‘t apprmrcd-

H ;

o _ riany & s '3‘-. T  STAFF FH{JEJMII:E mnnm .
The mntf:r sunsetsona scena nuw fa:mlmr to res:dents of bmmm g Yark chmn* bulldnzers and cun~
5truc11nn vehlclr:s dnttmg once ferﬂle ﬁe]rls and greenlands. . ;' Rt ,, *

. Teservés in excess of 2,000 each.

- “King Tm-.rnshlp has 400 units
‘approved - and.. _Whltchurch-
Smufﬁnlle 760"

" To‘balance the pressures of
dﬁvelnpment with- the needs
~and wants of residents, four so-
called.cnmersmnes fur grm-.rlh

- year, according: to preliminary
_budget ﬁgures re!eased Thurs— |

=':seu::unve }rear taxes have gnne - 3
_upmlhe region. © :

| get'is the [eaclmg expenditure
I -for-the region, with a forecast

- roads.

_~5hlflﬂd away fmm mumclpall-
: :r_UEtE i

% .mcreases are. likely . gune for-
‘| good, said :Aurora Ma}rcur Tim
| -Jones, .- chairperson- . of 'the
_.Tegion’s finance committee.

‘1 for services by Yorks growing

‘| - population has caught up’ with
: --.[hemr:mased tax assessmentall- . .
- those néw homes and business- L it g
es created, he said. A

,dent wa},rul'gmngahead is not - 5
trying to apply a zero increase.” = -

- tabled Thu rsda;.r dunng -region-
" al council’s :meeting in - New-

~ See EEHSI’H'UEIT{IH pngc.r'ai'.?,r
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Drug charges
top aIcohoI &
offences

|. Motorists-don’t seem.

;"than 80 mgs r::f ah‘:{::hul and

seven drug-related charges. -

Officers stopped 13, Sﬁﬂvehl-
cles as of last Friday, mmpared
to 10,507 during the same peri- sy
year. Fourteen drivers - . - |
were given 12-hour suspen- i
sions in 2001, while one driver s

~was charged with driving with
- more than 80 mgs of alcohol.

Const. Sierakowski; who has - : '
been:involved on-and off with - e
_ the: RIDE :program for more
. than-20 years, has also noticed -
miore drivers operating vehicles

-

"I*ve seen five peuple arrest-
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- Seec MOTORISTS, page A10." - 2
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-~ could see.
;30 hlke

;n' JEFF MITCI{ELL
- Staff | Wnter

Yﬂur rEgmna] tax bﬂ[ cuuld
gﬂ up by as. much‘as: $80 next - :
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Tt would mark Lhe thmd con- - e

- 'Once again, the puh-ﬁe bud-- " .-
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‘incréase of as much as $10 ‘mil-
“lion. Transit will cost: an addt-
“‘iional ‘$7 million as service'is
“'increased and new huses hlt the 2

~ -And I'.hE regmns cost fnr
waste management-is climbing
to “more:than $14: million'as a
result of: disposal. costs’ being -

The days nf Zero’. hudget
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That’s hecause ‘the demand
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“I . think .the Zero hudget; R
“increase ‘days-were a result of . -
huge . assassment grumh “‘Mr. =%
Jones said. - e :

* “I think the w15ﬂ and the pru-

- The $1.4-billion draft budget

- market calls for $470 mllhnn to
“be . raised . through “ property
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~"..."See REGION, page A13. "
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A ha gwen a ‘hoost and that we' f‘ ‘even more auneptanﬂe j :
i see 1. that it's bolstered with - * - " “of psychiafri¢ % ‘ "f’
72 tha funds that are needed’ 2 nundltmns"f
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2 BY.JEFF MIT{:HFLL EROAM . *ﬂﬁaif:.-g-: $ Yk
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When ‘you envision. ank ! aln].n 1
: Regtnn five, lﬂurZﬂyears fmm . J EERGY i) e
B oo now, whatdoyousee? - "7 § $ERE
* -*Is wall-to-wall develnpmem {oe o L. Y1 39% 1 -
". -the signature of the future? Or: .. 77! )i- reu* 2 e
t . -does” growth stop- at ‘some ‘ \-_ R
o 6 i hﬂundary; mumr:lpal or uthEr-' PS4 B a 11 S
3 wlse‘? 3 uti\ :i"""-'pux.
- 'Where will the npen SPaCES_ G 1 "'.- Map P g
- be?. Where will the :‘acmnes be. " =
docated?: - EA L Lt
_, -“"“‘1'"?'_‘- i, e L j:.-:--:-'- i
I__Z ;’ ‘ " E‘!mrfmy grﬂwm areas 1"
L R -:_;:':-3 " page A9, _L:
| _' -.‘” % 'Hnw, in 20 shnn‘ years W]“
_the'needs of an anticipated one -
'mlllmn residents be managed?
- Welcome to munn‘:lpal plan- .
jnmg in the 2lst century. It's a -
- balancing act between strategic
gmwﬂ*l management, preserva-
i . - tion 'of natural resources and 1T
| the pmwsmn of hard and soft i L
. services. - "Wf:ve bc-c-n ahle o manage_ X
A little npt[mlsm helps as . this growth and provide levels of .
g : ruwells et senncemdﬂmﬂ[nmvresldems]‘
. 'We Ihlnkwuhm'ennenf lhE - “a year:for the last three years.
- : “most advanced and successful - -And [ think our h:ggest SUCCess- (o
0" . EI'OW[h management and com- es have been related 1o mmpm- =
- “munity building systems -in " hensive development.” :
:l } . North - America,” said: Bryan . : Planning  is- dumlnatcd by
‘Tuckey, York Region's planmng - numbers. In York Region, those
._ : _'.cummlsgm.ner_ ! - - numbers ﬂfﬂhﬂgﬂ apﬂpu]almn
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