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"EDITORIAL
Provmce should
mke over negoaanng
teacher contracts

~ On the faee of it, etrﬂmrg Bredferd teachers
- have a point: they deserve to be paid the same as:-

s _i'fellew teachers at neighbouring school boards.
- " »Their union madintaing they.are the Ieweet I

o ,.;perd Catholic teachers i in the province..
“Someone teeelnng in:Bradford for 10 yeare

b _-;_'wgu]d ‘make $59,800, but ‘the same. teacher :

'_eeuld drnre 15+ nnnutes senth and ‘make

|7 $69,800 with the York Cathiolic District School
. " ‘Board,” said Brent Hamelin; preetdent of the

~ Simcoe Muskoka Catholic Secondary Teachers -
E _-‘.g_Aseeetettnn 3T
s TE quality edneeuen fer all students regard-

o LR less of where, thej,r live,-is the drnnng force in the
e I;,: i __._.'.pubhe school systern 1t’e an untenable snuetten

1It’s justone>more-reason :the: prnvrnee

S .'-:*-}.':'i"-?-shnuld step: forward and eentrahze bargatmng
o withits 123, 000 teachers.:"

Whiile it remains:the eele erea ef ﬁnanetal

._'_"-t-elent within the hands of:local trustees, ‘the -
H ';;..:?reahty is the province controls the erntnlnt of -
Th 'jfrneney with which they.can negotiate. -

-Most prmrlnerai teacher :contracts explred

-Lg'--_“_';%-laet summer -but-boards' across :Ontario. are- | : |
i e "_.}_turmngeutenlptypeeketsnsaresultnfafund— 5 gt
o --_:a'mg formula they say.is rnedequate s
. “While the Bradford teachers union is eug— :
P .;f;gesttng it -‘will -agree to a-7:per-cent increase

~.overtwo' years, board spokesperson Drene
~Legge said meenng that. demand will require ..

g cnneeserene in other areas or cuts to programs. -

It’s a reality underlined. by the York Regren

i i ‘.fDlstnet School Board when it petttrened the

_Education Equahty Task Force last month for.a -

- formula that recognizes: the. reahty ef the eeets
-:;ef programs and operations. .

. With'about 80 per cent: nf beard budgets

S dedteated to salaries, a key issue is the teacher. *
<. salary grid: The province’s salary grid provides - |

" ‘rates lower than those paid by most boards.
“Since its estebhshment in 1998 there hes been

' _E't:rne increase of I. .95 percent. =
- While a supporter-of the per-pupll fundmg

5 difnrrnule ‘the.York board stated,’ “Like every

_other school board in the province, our board: -
is spendtng more on teacher salaries than the

. .amount contained in.the funding formula —
~ .- .and the difference is mereasrng annually. The

~ ‘consequence of this is’ that: virtually every

- -aspect of the fundrng formula is distorted.”

~“L " Translation: programs such:as English as a-:
v _;seeend language and speelal educatten get the

e ehert end of the'stick. S

- *''The teachers unions’ new set a. premnetal

o pay standard that’s used as bargaining leverage’

‘at every board, while the local'boards are at a- |

| '-"dteadventage without a centralized position.
- - Simply bumping up the salary grid of the
_fundtng formula based on the average grid of

‘the largest boards ‘and ‘providing - annual

increases: would be the easiest solution.” ' ..
- Ifthe province isn't prepered to 1mp]ernent

:,"'LODAY WELL REPAIR A HYDRo

. DERE GULATION DISASTER
| WITH A BANDAID!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Many helped Markhams
contrlbutlon to Run for the Cure

Thanks to all the: farmly rnembere reletwes _
and fnende who teek part in the eeeend annual
Markham Departure ‘(courtesy of Laidlaw
Transrt] fer the CIBC Run forthe Cure in Terente e

“Wehad a great day and everyone’s time and
generesrty were appreerated We were 80 peo-

te ﬁght breast cancer.

......

tewn and beek sefel},r LT R

~1If the: cure is not feund in the next 12" "'_'f'-'these very dull reyal eelebnttes

..~ Is it not amazing that there are etrll neeple_:'
et ltke Mr.. Shaw who preudly claim:to’live in in
: 'demeerecy end yet eheese to have the htgheet

menthe, we're leektng ferwetd te an even blg" S

ger turnnut next yeer

.I‘t'

(anadlan soldlers fought for

:l freedom not preservmg monarchy"

Re: Menerehy :mper tant to keep, desprte"" |
pehnefens ‘comments, E_etter o .the edt.ter by

- John Shaw, Oct. 19.

Mr. Shaw is quite wreng in eiermtng et bish'and rtdteulnus such empty titles and hen-:-.'?_ 1'-’-

. 3enﬁes truly are. ere the menerehy ey
| e IAMES PB. KELLY-_!

| . defending the monarchy means breaking | the--

fatth with Canadian veterans and war dead.’

‘These heroes and heroines served in the _'

Thanke also to- Latdlaw Tran51t 'i'Il:.'-':.
Markhem which: was ready to donate-as
- many buses as we needed to get us a_ll dewn- |

ANNA SEARLES
i MARKHAM,{-{; ;
. ;who. aehtevee this pesrtren not by 1ntelltgeneej-_f --

. or skill or effort or popular: vote but byaccident |- ;
- “of birth. Such a choice is abenlutely medreval ClEs

.feudal and prehlstene e S

Do people like Mr. Shnw ever wender whyl P
Canada does not have dukes and eerls, mar-’ |
“quises and eeunts? It's simple: we realized‘a:| .
.long time ago hew archaic, class- rtdden, sneb-_ i
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eddreee The Economist & Sun/T nhune reserves the nght te

publieh or not pubhsh and to edtt fer elent}r and space ok

Wnte Lettete to the Edltnr.ﬂl-lentegeﬂd Me_rkhern, g
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. of hfe that they knew weult:l eveive eenetttu-;
--ple in total and we raised a wheppmg $10 6’?1 Ly uﬂna]ly and democratically. Sin K i

| - ~Few would believe they: aeted te preserve-:-'_* |
for all eternity an institution that is increasing- |

Ly and rightfully seen as obsolete and irrelevant |
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EVELOPMENT - - _
Gord Peefueet i

‘Brenda Larson .

Dave Teetzel

szmg educanon > i)

Show us: the cash

-----

] t was a Strange btt ef de]a vu.

_-the Tories once used-as their’back-

Fzat) drep folaunch theirpackages of educa: - ' "
i) rtion” refertns Mr: Kennedye message: .- .
-] “It’s time Ernie~Eves-and. cnrnpanyf_'!'?_'-_.;'_
| ‘admitted. they tried: some things in -
| ‘good faith that just didn’t work. New-—,._-".-’
: 'senrebedy has to clean up themess. -~
| ~ Education is’ eleeriy intended. as:as
i i _eenterpreee -of -Mr: MeGurnty’s cam-:-
R .;;pergn ‘And. why net? Its an nnpertant-—_:’ 2t
' | dssuethat affects just about everyonein
i e _~the prevmeetnserneweyer another.. . -
|- But I'picture_shellshocked: teach-
2e 5 ers; students and parents all pleading, -
|+ “Please stop fixing education.:Honest, - -
| we'll vote for anyone who promises to
| leave the elehenle aldne fnr }ust enef
i eetuelly, the Ltheral pehcy pem-_l?'l-_-;
| phlet talks about “that. Mr.: Kennedy"_f. i
“callsita® peace and stability plan X
| -the gist of it is'to let edneetere run'the -
| school.system ‘with. less:“help”. from
" politicians and pI‘DﬂI‘lClal bureaucrats. . -
| :So how does the Liberals’ platferrn—'.'-
|  compare to local front-line concernsas .-
| outlined by the York Regren District
Seheel Board at. the Rezenekr eemmts- e

”and"

11111

‘The Liberals eleg the “ene size ﬁts;'_
a]l” funding formula that ignores local* '
needs. For exetnple it deesntrecngmze 3
“'some boards need to: spend more;on - .
up to wave ‘and ¢oo, bow and curtsey before - - busing and, others have’ more- ESL oL«

a0 _:epeetal education students. SRR

7 York Region'has all these 1ssues But-_"-

-__'tnrr public school board says the fund-

‘ing formula itself, which funds schools .
|-ona per—student basis;’ eddreeses basic.. ;"

issues. The only preblem isthe g gnvern- o

: ;'Inent isnt providing eneugh money. -

=And that’s® exactly where the: leerel'-- -

{like'" S0, many carnpargn

pletferm

.....

-?-fwerthwht[e geals are assrgned pehncally r
eerreet buit medequate funding : sources.
Mr MeGutnty pledges to; protede -

.....

1 per-eent nnprevement initest seeres"
<k '.’_end improved subsidies for child care.”

:"He will pay. for all this by cancelling

tax credits for parents who send tlrerr" '

e e O A Y S -—-—-m—l-'ﬁ--— s - e -

" “On Tuesday, Liberal: edneetten".‘- o
:-_"'li't:I'lth Gerard Kennedy visited the .
. sameYork Region neighbourhoods . .
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