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If ynura a fraud axust I

..hava a sucker for. you. Allow -
me to introduce. you. to e
_ ‘Whitchurch- Stouffville. . This
£ mmnmpahty’s a_sitting duck -
for the latest i m can lines and

slaazy tricks. : 4
A few yaara aga ‘the

_-"Ontana Provincial - Police -

Phone Busters squad r.epartad

--awidespread telephone scam . .-
- operating across the province.

- Its. victims included people.
-fram Mntchurch Stouffville. .

. Phone. .. Busters 1sauad
wammgs to ‘résidents, _espe-

" cially the ‘elderly. In this fraud,
: _:wcums were called. by .a
“Charming gentlemian'and told

thay were the lucky winner af
‘a majar pr]za such asacar.

- Allthatwas raqmred was ta
pay the’ ahlpping chargaa in-:

" order to transpoit the vehicle -
. from Montreal to Toronto: Mr.
.~ Charm then offers to look after
tthe, admunstrauve matters -
i ""--'__{-hnkad to the shipping charges. *

“The: wct}ms were asked to:

, _._'_;hand ‘over their credit” card
-’ number, bank account-num-
~‘ber.and/or ‘debitcard num-
ber: Of course, there was. na
-,'_.-pnza But .there wasa sur-"
- prise:: “The': victimh’s.. bank
j accaunt was dralnad

Whﬂa Phana Euatara maka |

4 '-“aama -aiTests, telephone -
":'scammars managa to steal

mﬂllans of dollars; The aldarly
--are prime- targets. Thay’ra vul-."
narable,ﬁ often lonely : and
tkuavas take full advantage

‘-About ‘three .years: ago a
Stau fville ‘businessman - dis--
gmsed himself as.a ﬁnanmal
“-agent, wrappad “himself ‘in"
Chnsuamty ‘and: walked off .
“with -more.than $4 million: of -
~‘other paaplaa ‘money. David:
“Blow’s victims mcluclacl fellow -
qhaych goers from - Whit=
..church-Stouf vﬂle ‘While Mr..
" Blow did a’l little: time: hahmd
 bars, none of the; money was
- recovered. - His victims were
~left"bitter, :sad. and, perhaps,
wdﬁtlenng ‘abott wha sits
besu:la - them at church.

“Last week,: Whltchurch
Stauffvﬂle' residents Sharon -
and Dav]d ‘Baxter learned -
“they wara victims af debit -
'Ca'rd skimming: " York "
Reglanal Police’s fraud Squad

.-says this’ new.type. « ‘of fraucl 15

“‘Thieves have fauncl a way

"-:_ta ‘steal” parsanal identifica-
" tion‘numbers (PIN) and are

using’ them: to access: bank
. -accounts. The bad guys inflate”

' the ‘accounts:by. making’ fak

" depasata, ‘then follow up with -

real mﬂthdrawals The Baxters

Ian Ransberry

.-"-\.'

‘wall’ it bélng: mhibed: by a 'ﬁ

-“modern day Jesse Iamas
‘More than 100 cases of &

th_lS fraud have been rapartad

+in Stouffville and Markham: -

" The point of compromise -
1s usually gas bars. Whenkey-' -
- ing in your PIN number at
. -the gasbar, a lap top-like bax
“underneath the ‘counter is

_-dammlaadlng the ‘debit card"

-~ information. ‘A new card-is -
mada and offthe ﬂ’llEf aas ta

make a‘ withdrawal. -
“IfIbuy gas from anywhara

'ﬂthar than my usual spot at*

“the corner of Ninth'Line and - -
Mam Street; I'm going to Iaak
Lmdernaath the counter.

I'mnot going tobe a vic-
tlm of fraud for the ‘second
time.I'ma praduct of the alcl
““teaching: -Fool :me’ once,
shame on: yau ‘Fool “me’
= twice, shame on'me. Yes, I
baan a victim of fraud;

. Six-years-ago I baugh
thraa—manth ‘membership. at
_a’ fitness: centre: at Succass
Plaza in Stoul “I"vﬂla

“['was into my, faurth wael(
when the owner called to say .
aha hada sall—aﬁ made up of

_a _one-year membarshlp

ackage for $200 It was a bar-..

.- gain. 1 visited her. umnadlata— -

l and ¢ gava hera chaqua

. The ;. next - morning: - I
amvad at-the centre for. my
-one-hour workout,: anly to
*find a note stating the centre
" was closed. for the clay, “dua
ta a family. amargency s

.The same note was at the
ﬁtnés’.s centre the next-day. I
~assumed. it was'a death rJf a .
close.. famlly mambar Thrae
daya [ater, still no sign of any-
- One. An alarm ball rang 1
startad ta snoop.”

Yes, my cheque had bean
cashad I learned the business -
“was belly up ‘and the:owner
“had been evicted. Just before
~‘she apht she hit onhér mem-

~bers with the sell-off package.
" Thave no idea how an eld- -
“erly person feels: when rabbad

- of his or her life. savings. I anly
~ lost $200. SUJJ if I ever see that -
" woman, I'm gamg to sneak up
on her and gwa her a boat in
the demare -
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