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' humelessness_
ameng youth
= he wey Yeien Chetty sees 1t

~his role as a-mentor to’ an
adelescent boy “is™ mnot

e
T P L]

e -:defined as teacher, parent, -

t,,gtudanee counselor or lecturer; he::

<Mr. Chetty ‘a: 22-yeer—eld Yerk

i .-old"Ryan  through " the. Youth -

{ <1} ”Assmting Youth‘program: YAY pairs -
Z4youth-who-are-identified as potén-
'_f~tially being at risk — to drop out of -

~i.ischool, to break the law; or perhaps-

'-F

.. 3 a - = . L " --...... -'.I.. a W
r"'i'i.':q:.:."_ ;'!--:.:.-:"«-‘.! -renq'l._l:.;.' Ay .; ;

£ “models who will help steer them in

'fte," Mr Chetty sald "My

' .i"i.!

......

—=Z=thinksits: most unpertant Just tﬂ be
R | «Fthe lud fnend s

student who. hves 1n
“. =“Markham,has for. the: ‘past:seven.:
o “menﬂls been paired with 13- year-""

" ~Region, =

£ role-is’
i ; “more of a friend than that ofa father;_. _
Beas ﬁgure It’s a gwe and take relatlen—~- 7L
LReh “el‘u i :
ey He me}r dewnplay the tmper-_;-ara
LY ;-__ance “of ‘his role, but Mr.: Chetty’s .__._:1_._.‘_beeemmg homeless.
| 'ene-en -one: mvelvement is proba- -

bly the mesr eruelal semee prmrld- s ;.hEIP Y”““g PE”PIE gain Cﬂﬂﬁﬂl of

: ecl hy the numereus egeneles man-

--dated to cater tn the needs ef yeung
peeple. R

Accerdmg to YAY Exeeutwe
Director Sally Speneer, mentenng is.’

the ktnd of peszuve, supportive pre—» '.'L '-

grammg that can'make the differ-- .

~ence between a kid eheeemg se]f-_ 2
deetrueﬂve behavmur, or finding *
- the will. to ‘take a mere pes,ttwe

‘a pproach to life.

‘Many' of “the: young peeple
mvelved with YAY start with obsta- .
"~ cles in'their way, melut:hng unstable .
...~ home enwrenments peverty er
""=;"ij' emenenal issues.

5 “What we: are, demg at’ Yeuth-_g_‘,-:-_-
;-3_'-: 3 Assmtmg Youth:is helpmg te break-r‘-f!_;_f

t_he eyele, shesaid..
Mt Chetty

prewdmg Ryan with'the supporthe |
“needs to reahze and stmre fer hle.-_‘_-'
petenual e
B _' oul “Hee get 1t1nh1mtn HChIEVE," he. e
_ -.:""'sald oy

“He )ust needs that suppert

break the cycle

500 homeless were under 25.
These working with yeuth see a

eel}aheranve appmaeh as - the way: .
“to.tackle a. huge issue with ]]InltEd_’-
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I—Iuman

~Lifelineis a: eemmumty—based

i prejeet that assists yeuth aged16to: -
. 24'who are homeless, or et nsk ﬂf S

The: geal ‘of -the: pre*étejn is- to

- V[l UTH SEHVIBES AT A GLANGE

s s ; Here are serne ef the eew:ees auaﬂeble te yeuth at nsk ef hemelessness in ’fmk Reg un

:,'-':- -.....:.- i-_,'-r'f{-__

; ;-f "Yeuth Assrstmg‘r’eum Maple: 416-932 1919
Lafellne Newmaﬂ«cet. 1-905-895 0809 "

s -Trensmenal and Suppertwe Heusmg Senm:es eerrk Regmn 1*905 898 10 15
Leeder Praee Femlly Shetter Newmemet 1-905—898 1558 e e
"t prop Zone Yeuth Day Pregram Newmamet_ 1-905 330 0121

' o Kmark ehlld and Femlly Senuees Newmarket 1- 883—454 6275 |
' Pathwmrs Fur ehlldren Yeuth and Fﬁﬂ‘lll[ES of York Reglen 905—4?1-?8?? |
Heme Base Dmp-ln Centre Rtehmund Hill: 905-884-3070 |
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‘n: Apnl 2001 a Yerk Yeuth
Sumrﬂlt repert found: :INOTe

~ than 50 per cent of the region’s -
+*"has attended a number of forums at ..

- '_'Whlﬂh yeuth have: desenbed the
“services they require. - . |
-“We have heard" elearly, nneeﬁ '
7 and again, that youth need a voice;
- they.need access to education, not

Deherah Headley is pI’ﬂjECt CO=.7

- .'-'erdmater with Lifeline, a.program ~just eeheelmg, they- need a. pleee to

“even wind up homeless—withrole ' :

: effert

o '- meblllzaunn she said..’

-life - skills, “including: education, -

-addiction ‘and educational deficits.. -employment, budgetmg and. per-?:;._::._:}?’_ ]

“The goalis:to: prchle hepe ﬂnd te

senal safety.”
“The majenty ef the pre*grams

fun{img comes from’ an HRDC
- grant, Wthh runs eut at the end ef
nextMarch. s

“As a yeuth werker Ms Headley

-for youth launched in the spring of g 'F_hang out and they.need eentraljzed_

'fTE{JUZ w1th the backing of York
' Reseurt:es

: - Development : Corp., “York: Region .-
-. that Im someone’ he can just talk -‘,--'--_'nghbnurheed -Services -and ‘the

Bej,rs and Girls Club of. Yerk Region.

“and” ee]leberatwe eemees Ms-’
'fi_.;I-Ieadley said.” # Wi

To achleve that
requlred of - service
prevlders -she 'said., Lifeline has

. ‘established-a ptesenee in each ef_
- York’s: mumelpalltles but, rather -
“than dictate a course of aeuen, pro- -
. gram organizers are looking to local
3 jsemee providers for guidance. -

They. are, - after all,the - peeple

' most familiar with' the: eemmumty 2
and its yeuth Ms Headley said.’

- “For us, this is about eemmumty

Impesmg pregrams that do net

. resenate with:youth — and which .
- “willhave no credibility a amen them
.- —~is doomed to failure, she seud

““We can't get (yeuth) to come in

-~ the door;-we have to entice them in
“the door,” Ms Headley said.

“Our philosophy mfenne and

_-undersceres our practice: We will -
interact respectfully and positively

with young people. And they-will do

“the rest of the wor
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o Benm Herkness, pregram dlrecter et Heme Base, a yeuth drep—m eentre m Rlchmend I-Ilﬂ epeaks mth a:
Yeuth service providers: struggle"f:'-'__yﬂung man. o FRiRETE S S L] T At
mth huge: ‘demands -and ‘strained. - - -{,:' j i
. resources, trying to help kids:deal " their ]1‘-’35 bY helpmg them ﬂddIESS_-:

~:with:“joblessness," ‘homelessness,

- Campbell “knowall- about
--establishing credibility :on -
.:ithe street. ‘At ‘the Heme
Base dmp in centre for: yeuth dn;:
“Richmond: Hill,‘they: deal with -
“young: peeple often“living on ‘the

- fringes :of society, ‘alienated frem,;i:.:_.
*have: eeme aheut % Ms I—Iarlelese

__:.m._ Se
:
:

‘their homes and a regulation- ladeni_;_-;'._._
snmety whleh from their. perspee-.f,__:f_;j_i:__
~tive,;, seems deelgnecl te ehut them__ AT

ﬂllt

“ "There are’ huge trust 155ue5

w1th uncendmena] suppert

Ms Campbell executive duecter.;.- S

wzth Pathways'For- Children; Youth *
and Famlhes ‘of York Region;: said
eetabhslung CI‘Edlbth with-street
. kids. was" essenual te the drop m

eentree SLICCESS. Caiant o
- -“For.a lot of thern theyr have

_ been let down by the adults in thelr' g

hfe," she said. - .
‘At the: sarne tune, the reepense'

thet met-Home ‘Base’ ‘when it -

‘opened: in June 2000 was a streng
indication ‘of -the -desire. among -
youths to-obtain: services: geared

| tewerd them; Ms Campbell said.
. ‘As quickly as the youth heard 3’
| semee was here, they began to "

access it,” she said. “No one cjreamt
‘we would be SO sueeeseful W

- Now the centre, Whl(:h effers
klds a place to hang out and make
efforts to connect with their fami-
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" a-l-

%-""':Iunm Harkness ancl Marg

o "The ﬁrst thmg leds are leekmg-’_':--;,
~for:i is ‘totally nen-;udgmental sup-"-F-
- port,” said Ms Harkness, program - .
-.director at the. eentre aYonge Street " R
sterefront m the heart ef Rtehmend' MR

o '~;rep for Ward 4 lobbied hard to head
' UP ithe.
ehe said: “Ancl that’s the bxg tlung"i__'.fﬁ’?;.Comm1ttee, assunnng its’ mandete
_being able to interact with an adulti-:-._;._;
L IECI.'EEtlﬂIl eppertumtlee foryouth:

" “I thoughtIwas'going to be leek- S
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hes is paeked durmg 1ts eperatmg
heurs, 1to8p.m:

- MS: Harkness estlmatee the een--- %

tre is in ‘contact with: 100 different
~kids:a menth 'some 70:per-cent: ef
m_rhem are or have been homeless.”

beeusly ‘we knew -of - the
ISSI.IES, Or it (the eentte} weuldn’

szud

ell that te Rlehmend HJ]I
Ceuneﬂler Lynn Foster.: At -
the .otitset-"of- the eurrent
“term of eeuneﬂ the NEW. -

tewns Yeuth Aetlen

weuld centre solely-.on creatmg

mg at:. ereatlng ‘skateboard: parks
and fluf ythmgs like that,” she said:"

< But - getting:. aequemted w1th
lecal yeuth agencies: and - thelr
ehentele mtredueed Ms Fester 10" a

.....

yeung peeple w1th newhere 1o ge
~They're. sIeepmg on the streets
inparks and woodlots and ﬂeppmg
+in abandened buildings. -
- Youth seeking shelter ﬁ:em the
‘streets of ‘York Region have twe
_choices: A 12-bed shelter for yeung

men.in Nem*narket -or the hard--

serabble ehelters 111 dewntewn

Terente. s
Many latls, temﬁea at the IIDHOH

ef taleng theu* ehanees dewntewn, _

" See fiataetfss, ﬁngé 10.
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