an _.|I

T
!

L-.-'fvﬁﬁ;llh-h-...d:n-r]
L

LA
=,

Pruy
LA p—_——
]

-

By i e, S

.
A e e P o et o P e PP - Sepbiaaggy o 7 B2
PRV I o RE et A 3

e -

=
ke b B e g o e i ] e ¢ sy '-r-lr‘—ﬂ—'l- -
5 L 3 L e ¥

'
- T b

."'_'..:.--nﬁ--._. .

L ]

o o dar
=T e i e e
P
" o

i

- e m g — B
i

T T T I ki B o el s T i ML

1-i-l-|_Il-Il|---—|-"1-|-=l o

o i g e = =T

ey

et

&,

B D WP sl T TN O ek S DA SN A PRSI i e T AL S 8 0 0

AR
p—ﬂd:—-‘-‘h'-ﬁ

el o | bF o)
: i Bk ety A

Py i i, P el T
T [ i 1 = . ' . & F

] et . . i ! 5 -

i

;{f? the:line -
5 ‘Vctuna hardtbp was not: real-.—*

e lf-f-.td-"fe

%
..;trr aflkhg -:,-:-:ft,

r .
T . - ]
- g IS ) . L = - " ' g .
P Ly e B o 1 1 T -y .- = . LT . - AETES L o Jal Sk LA TP B ’ : =
— - - - | g ——— oy " = T a stphpefusiil i - = g, ol =yl - TS PR s —— i, PR e —— =Tt B S - -k - - wer o == FT R pe s F e ne ey Ve 1" LI P el e = - " . i v i e sl |
7 " - % " Lot P G S H -t . Sl LR (e Y . [l s i, o . L g i wr 2 i v L - o . atsm b . fu J = 1 - & Sl Vo4 'l H a f
i ; Sl . -l.-r..v._-l—.-ﬂn- "l—-.q_l-.i.-\...,__.-.--._.‘..:...-r-__.-l.-‘.. *ﬂ.“ﬁh._’.mﬂnﬁ*_.ﬁqﬁw . - L i . ..‘-\.l_-.,'-\,,..n.l - - - i b 4 o W5 o e B .-rl..' 3 Ly e i |1.rl-.l A o i v Je ! 1, ey - . ' o a § -y F V + v L L " .
- ¥ . - L F " - ] ¥ - .. roman 4
o ¥ 3 = ' k . L i A : : v i L - = ! : i i s 4 3 T ! N 3 L] - P TR WL ¥
ey E ; " & ? y ¥ S - ' I’ R T o Y . [ YREL E )y R T o o ] ; L . r : . . % T vy L : i - LA il 1 Ak . o 2 LH . ' i - e e T
= : - . _ ! 1 " W, " _ 3 % : - D 1 T e x ¥ 5 f ' ! e ¥ : fion . o u . M " Ll R i bt i 2 . Yo
. o r & 3 Foohy ' o " g 3 - - T as - u - ' PRt i . ¥ A P ST I . - at . [ . R LA P oy 4 PR e oG LE T ; o L AL i, . ! : [ * i . . w i I
. ™ i d 4 2 ; . 5 : . o 2 . : . 3 . X % i - r . z 4 i f _ B . - S J 5 i i i . -
# i p . . ; . 3 < o i i ; . " - . - Fay = H P & e S : e ca TEag s ; : ' [ E 3 2
) " . L . g ! . " T = N L : i s o & 5 ] 1 iy - [ ) Ty ! Tt - . i i ] =" . J T
&k 1 4 T ' L + gt K 8 .2 . m Ly % L . o 5 : it e . " i o 4 B 1 B W e L - = a1 LN ] d ' Ehy T ® o S Lo L g ] LR S P IR REE FER i i e - - e i - Pl s by = ¢ i . v i 4L '
g 5 2 ay L : E . g . " S R . & ' " r ke - - ‘ pt Ly < g - a b 5 B ; o T L - ' Vi 1 R * P d L i | e T FF . oAy i f £ Ia L X P ¥ 1 o Lj :
i _ Pl = i u g i v . ) 1y 3 v : - - L e K + y s - " . . Y L e TR i X L el i Vo ¥ F ot et I . O ) o Eal : X - BRI - -y . L " WLl i ;
1 ¥ 4 - . L - : v ' ¥ . - ® W LI e : ;i . . =T s L CER] ¥ R, M R . o ;| . I R LT i i " t + O Rt gt Bt - ’ [t ey . 1 - . A . ] i L - L
" o] 5, - = ' = = » L} . ' r] . ¥ W T ¥ 5 5 ot et - - a. o, - . k ¥ . L it B i e i . A - L : g Tt 5 - Tk o - . [ § B h 1 g LT ey | Lk 5, - i t T v N 5 iy ut 1 " 1 H LY ] "
I [} Ly -a 1w ' # . . ' e | e i " ' L. b & r I r iy 1 - e b mordd 5 i b I i a0 . LA TP ARG San e e ey as at LEy W oRET v L ] w i A Rry T L LU T AT barw il ¥ N ; e O ] ! iy
.. g : - . e - Iy k v ST TR . i - Jarog PR 2 L A - LI - A i T T Tt L LA R T Ve vy - . - i R L | R 7 5 LS e Hr £ w el Lit g . 1% i i | PR S il (o T o s | ] i §
b e i CE at ; 3 ! v, I - ol O At e : [ Bl i SR e e ! 1 Tt St R Tt bt e L i r wr s 2 Tl T i L i it Tan St g ® w0 o ""." 1 g { - A e e : rdgt s A R B P T gy e o r_" % P e SRty | SRy AR ek, Al '-I T SETCN T RELA L | . PR e E A BT “r ey = X &
- . Moy 5 L] o i T - - r ‘ e S F ity = = = . L 3 i Tk S v, v nody i bl L Tl L - PRl s by Fr a 4 pra, .= " : wiF ALa 3 . i o | AL e S e e 3 L a - [ [ o g L - A Y i 1a1 s LEE R - L T L .
] L3 JE g i | i® L4 e % T - . " 3 F o urla s " v g i P RE 3 % Wt = s . J - ; v G Y & soal e e a = e bl i - T2 * el T i o 2 L R SRR e RN H 7 . i et B O &L foa g P LT d  gn LT ERLE [t e i : [ [ LT - & R g s . Pl . - " " i ot a b LIRLY : ] T
™ = . ot y L . s : e . % S + n 1 At kel W g LT R i = 1 i @ LTy E PN R et el R Lt T W.m b B g P A L peteom M ST LT SRR I ST R MY TS o e L | e T L L PR, o P e g B i FRIGEEY . L % IR R R R L PR " L 5 e s A il gt v a 5 ! Wyl e SlTL T LT e 2 e
F r A e L . ah i ] F Al LA . - ™ ' 4 ! . Ny = " 1 * 8 L] e e £ - g i ® = A PR T T b | . Pl PR O LA , Ty it R S g Ay I o 1 TR o cF % : s e 1 s S
= - - : - - = ] L% p A = 5 . a5 Pt P o g W g ey o ", = e n u & . T amTy T o L . B e T 2 & ' g Yor o i - = . b o : I r - 1 - f v Ay b - . _ -r i | BT LR -LY Pt E & oy a g & T i 3 aTar i gy ; e 5 SR - i B 3 iy . g0, gw o g Pl g i sk k ]
: : L ¥ L TR, T, B L Sl R R TR 1 W il breir w s fady [ R ST i A S [ A iy T P T LR, o T i R e e TR AR I, i 100 il IR ik ] PR o d S < T 1 FIR R L LI S . LS . : Fiap A eas o '..”1':-.-"-" _*._ ._"'"l'._'."-‘ ™ :.__
- - e L |- - o 4 & 1 =
= % <. u - v . H - 1 e i ¥ - ¥ &
& L % : i i o Ll b i Eigln i 1 e . L T L T T LTS , - = ; £ ] y ik " Iy = 2 : . . x

V ikﬁWﬁtgﬁa’t
Se wae aaaae

Is your Volkswag
“fryingto tell
you somethm'g

-----

= T L 2]
. % I E: 5 =
g i Mo s =¥y ;’_ _.‘-"
T 7%5 Y el . :;‘:.1:‘- i
Fasrsg | ‘:’F o
; i y-afl
1 Py It'l.i.-* ‘ir .
.

ot
u-a.tarI I i
ey

i
; ; ¥ y [ ; iy )
e maamamab nce i

nﬂlﬂmdruphw ocmft'ha
5 Inspedt; pua

H.H.’

gl QP

“ vehicle better than anyo

T oy x
".:I..'-:.r-.'.”i;_‘ -.' s :
ﬁ.ﬁ;gﬂwﬁﬂ R e

'. 5 |Jr.r.!.>j} f{.r" -.‘.rf..

By MALCOLM aunm

WHEELEASE GGMMUNIG&TIGMS

sl Ve 1955 and 1956

-~ full=size’ Ford " cars
. WEere. more - than
,"-,""l;just fresh rmages
.on’the” automotive

canvas The*,ar also: managed to.

strlke ‘just':the "right. .note” of ..
. youthful: fun ‘and’ exuberance
thatty ified:the era:

For’ithe :North" Arnerlt:an

I{_;_aut{jmﬂblle lndustry the 'mid-:;

et 195087
“decade’s.:-most
._‘;-.'perlbd especrally for-“Ford. .

~The”company had " enjoyed :
_;‘:;-steady, wif o not: spectacular,,
* growth: and: preﬁts since: its -

3,;3?; Your Vulkew n knuws whe:re tu ﬁnd expert senace ut
Imsrp it - 'cumpehtwe pn-ces the. Greenbeﬁ Voll@-'-'ugen Serwr:a 51ore
“ M '_-Eta all here = the peeple the purts and the price. Whether ﬂ&
ST fime foranoi ci'runge, new wiper ‘blades: ursd'leduied
e -i;mumtenunee, theres no reusen tu cunader gem-g
; f-.._u__'-_.'.uny'.'eheree|se ' £ A e e il L
washer : .Our fuctor‘,r-tmlned semce expeds I-:nuw yeurVoIkamgen
i neﬁndweuen.festedrnﬁtelutest :
- diagnostic equ:pment fo muke sure y-eur Vel!ev.ugen is |
.,.serviced nght nghtuu-.-u*f g |
% ; _Wa ulso use Reul ‘vbllcswugen Purts mude te i’ne eaur:t :
N ions as original parfa. 'tburVullavmgen Ht
: .wuquntaetHe for unythng less. You shuuldnt either -
Wm . We've put evaq«lhmg you need furybur‘«fuﬂcsxmgen
55§ under one roof — service, purts and occessories = all ot . ¢
20%1ih . competitive prices. Bring.in @ coupon.and toke advantage .-
: - ;1. ef eurSemce Sibre speuals, CoII furan uppornment todcy

i "._Werld War - model
~streets “in 1949.. That sieekly
- shaped landmark “car“was “a
“ tremendous : hit: with -buyers, -
~which' significantly buested
- Ford’s - bverall
1 “(although “still ©
| General Mutors) Three years
| latér the, automaker again hit:
-| -~ one olit of the park with ‘the '
| release ‘of.’ the ‘com Ietely
| .redone : 19525 solldlfylng ts:.
“-'secund-place pusstibn within ;3.
| the.: . General %
& 'j_'IMetors/Furd/Chrysler tnumw-—

Drwers wuntedf Q s

prbved o -be sthe":
presperoua

irst.all-new  post-Second- :
hitthe

marketshare "
tralled

| et By the fall ef 1954 Ferd
.._was poised - for’

yet another

He ;f':" "'-grand slam. The 1955 deEIS

U Plaoa prasent coupon of
> -.@LMW&MMWW#M'
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 |“were longer, lower, wider and -
~| *-more’ chrome-laden than ever
; ..;:;before
+ 'shades . had replaced - the pre-
“vious year’s darker and mere
: '_censervatlve monetone huea

“Two-tone: pastel
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the 1955 and ‘55 Fords s |
combmed s yle and o

e

.". L

to wm over buyers

Then there WaS the addltten of
the’! . sensational:’: :Ford:
Thunderblrd a twuuseat per-..
< -sonal iuxury car with-abig; "
thrubbtng V8 that seemed:to .
add luster'to the éntiré_lineup.

‘Along . with: “assembling -
the ‘usual‘crop” uf two-"and
feur—dber ‘coupe, “sedan and -

-“wagon::body: stylesplus:the -

mandatury ‘convertible, Ford. -
“‘had-at least one styhng gim-" -
~‘mick up: ltS sleeve. The top-of- -
“:Fairlane " Crown *

y :ahardtop ‘at-all; at:least: in:

the tradlttunal plllarless sense. -
Instead;
chrume swept’ up. the side ‘of .-

A thtck ‘band": of

““the .. greenheuse “directly:

behlnd the duurs and fluwed._;___

FINE

Crewn Vtctona fuuradbori i
“ hardtop was: added to'thé: mlx:-j_'f .
and. thuae mescapable twu—}
‘tone -paint- schemes: were in .-

.evern greater. ‘abundance: Easy_,-l.;‘_ -
. credit terms became the order <" -
“of the day.and ‘the: tnfamous:'__-f”'j_-:-; 8
‘then-;one “of =
“Ford'’s: dtstnct sales rnanagers,-;;; i

“developed the:”:56 For'536” (@ -

new 56 Furd for $56 s

“lLee’ lacucca

take his: F'hlladelphra regrun tu

recort:i sales helghts
“These new - Fords

effe red::

V8. that spit uut up 1o 225";_3_" ;

horsepuwer

1955

acrusstthe wrdth uf the reef

The: feature was, -t0" say
the ieast ‘eye. catchlng -and
- added :more than:a ‘touch of -
glameur to .the $2, 200 car.
iFor; less:: than $1OO ‘more,

ruuf

“plexiglass .-

“most: passed. on thls feature
feanng they . would .unmerci-+-
~fully:roastion hot sunny days:- .
Hey if you. really wanted to
.check out the' sky ou could
speeify the ragtep for abbut;__?‘j-'_-,_

the same.price.>

ZBare-bones Mamhne and_‘-‘k’ :
“were
“commonly. equrpped w:th E%e_-__
~horsepower 1223 cublc-lnch;_'
‘OHV six-cylinder ¢ engine. But
“checking the right box:on the = ¢
~order’ form” would take .you: ‘g
“straight: t0.-V8; Land,“which
“included “a- 162- hbrsepower-.j-'
"272=cubic-inch-motor-and:a"
©200-horse’ 292-cube mill’ —"_--:'-'

Customltne mudels

- economy-oriented

standard issue in the T—Blrd i
that made the big Ferd fly:

“1n"1955. itwas all tuu easy; s
to up ‘your- time: payments by
“tackingon ‘a.few ritzy extras "
“such as whitewall tires; fender:;
skirts, AM_radio; -tinted: win-""_
dews autematlc transmrssmn-i-;--'-
" Or-; power:. ‘windows: - Crown
“Victoria’ owners. ‘could. also-.

“add :that’ qumtessentlal ‘50s
mutlf ‘a. continental * kit that

.ncluded the spare tire hung |

-out-over the rear bumper.
At the conclusion of ‘the

"-1955 model year, Ford had-

formance since the heyday of

“the: Model - T. And,: wuth the'r
““launchof the 1956 cars, the
~ company-would see more ‘of
the same A sparklmg new;;*-i

TN T u.i...ul-r F oo bid = w
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. mid: ’505

“sales to -

““attractive, "
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etherwnse clear blue sky was-; ey
“'thé ‘manufacturer’s attempt'to
t's=:hard: to: -

‘imagine: tuday but back inthe
‘pushing: features -
‘..~_--:-,'such as;a; deep—dlsh safety . -

promute “safety.

auyers ‘cotild“add “a” tlnted . 'steering; wheel; .padded-dash- .
ahhough;'
. other " “Lifeguard?”
only: turned’ preapet:twe own= -
ers off, but” probably shifted. -
arands that didn’t .+

f-_'emp]uy such perceived: scare . -

‘board, upt:enal seat, belts'and
items not. .

tactics in-their advertising.

o Although - both ' the: "55' G
“and '56° Fords are cunsrderec.
“especially”* the.
~Crown V‘ctena hardtops and - -
- convertibles; the 56 model:is” .
today regarded as has having . .
the styling edge., Credit for this -
goes to a cleaner, less toothy. .

ek - > L
= r g 88 g el e ol g e L P e SLE PR - -
S R A [ g A T L

Ao . L o
. 1: . ..-' Iil L LI 5 .
' N a v b TR e

A

e AT

slgmﬁcantly mere'_."-ﬁ*f;_;'“.
thrust thanks to an. avallable:.;._ﬁ__ii

The enIY cluud |n Furd 5_:

: P s Lt e b N Rt T Sl BT el . o B AL B e 6 BT

}

g 1 ; .
[} 4 -.t.‘ t..
o e

o P o -:--'..:r&
GRS

i ."_'u'.'.nl' Tl 5y Yo BN 0y o] ] ;
Ay T T g Ve e e e
o T oAt P Ei s e CERATE. Lk (I
-‘"’lﬂ'&l .-'il-1..l|.|1 W 'l_-l-'-*.‘-*‘ n"\u.' 'ﬂ:‘fﬂl‘ 4‘ _’-I.-“II F .

I .-l:..:a

t

l'.

~ERa dT

Rt S Thin e R

. A -
B i

e

e T

ay 'i'_.ll".l

Horet

rille that; combined with the?;f-'--. e

_‘.uutward Iecatlun of the signal
-lamps, makes’the newer.ver-. =
Zﬁ;s:bn appear wider and lower. -
-After “56," Ford’s’ passen-
'-'ger cars began to bulk: ‘up-and .
. gain tailfins:as well:as: some
other.unnecessary, trim. pleces
“— well'into the 1960s'— that
‘only: served to clutter up the-.
'.demgns % ;

Huwever fer one aII tuu-
brtef period, these faahtonable

~’50s" Fords turned -heads as
“the beaut:F ed drweways and .'
"h'B Ways acress the Iand

.._. . -.lll-l..' -

I Malcolm Gunn o R
W_h e elb ‘a’s ‘e -
 experienced its best sales per- ' Communications’ chief road
- tester ‘and: hrstorrc writer. .
Wheelbase :is 2> world-wide =~
' supplrer of automobile news,-;‘ i
'-Frewems and features. L AR L
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