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‘ BY KATHLEEN GRIFFIN
L3 Srefanter | ,
Ceetly eemal pregrame hmted at

ane Minister Jean Chretien’s Throne .
Speech Monday are “feel geed ” vague

" ideas that Canadians can't afford and
~border on irresponsibility, says a local
- Canadian A]hanee rldlng aseemauen
premdent. .

i "They’re the same eld premleee hea
made before, but he hasn't said where

the funds are going to come from or .
- who will be saddled with raising it,” said -

Markhama Richard Van Seters. “He’s left

~an awful lot lacking. These are feel good
thmgs, making premlaea he won't even __-'

be able to keep.”:

' The speech, dehvered by Gevemer—
General ‘Adrienne ' Clarkson,- ‘promised .
~to-tackle child “and aberlgmal poverty, - :
- revitalize the health care system, forma -
..plan. to ratify ‘the Kyoto_Accord, and.

upgrade I]'.lquClpal mfraatruemre
It eeulcl cost billions. .

-into‘a laatmg legacy,

-“reduice the’national debt whleh etande s
at'close to $550 billion: g
L We still ‘have: enermeus debt that R &
has ‘not been taelded and ‘those.con- .
“:cerns-have:been" teta]ly Ignered ‘Hes " -
gmng ‘mioney - to-the "African nations - -
_:when:we are paying " 30 cents on' every )

dellar to pay the debt. It’s u*reapenmble

“But Odk: Ridges LiberalMP- Bryon =
Wﬂfert dleagreea ~=hesaid Mr. Chretien

d{)esnt have to createa“legacy with

”‘3131 ‘policy; his ‘government’s - success '
ehmmatlng the deﬁelt haa a]ready
dene 1t | &

DEFiCIT ELIMINATED

ik “I dent underetand all this talk efh:s £
wannng to:leave:a legacy,” :Mr. Wilfert - .
._“;.;sald from OttawaWednesda}r “Thelega--. "
- “icy.of this Prime Minister:is’ the facthes .. |-~
S elunmatecl a$42.5billion deficitand has . . -
" tabled five consecutive balanced bud-
- o gets. This gevemment haa bullt 1ts repu- it
= ,~_§tatmn on:thatZ:7 Lk it
s MEVan: Setera dlSmISSGd that netlen,' it
S érediting downloading to. the provinces " -
. -“assthe ireal 'way .recent: budgets-have -
T ;}53been ‘balanced ‘and warned new.policy =« :[
1n1t1anvea ‘will” be. bad ‘news fbr an

a]ready everburdened taxpayer

: But:Mr. Wilfert: insisted :the federal - !
e ~.g:t:n.rernmeni: will not go “into.thered” to . -
+ :.realize'Mr. Chretien’s social agendaand: . <
s :ﬁiremmded his r.:ensntuents the speeeh g7 T

a
""""

o .dene deal i -_
"o R “The: Threne Speeeh eutlmea the ... .
S ;_‘gevernmenta geals, it's a skeleton if you- _
+ " will: The real meat, the real flesh willbe . ..
“*_in the budget,” he said, adding the gov- - _

- i .emment’s’ sxxth. budget wﬂ llkely be -

' ,‘i‘ tabled in February.- - e

- Mfreverything - was 1mplemented'---
L _}_temerrew, we. couldn’t  afford ‘it,”- Mr.

. Wilfert noted. “The. words ‘long term’

4 appeared a‘lot in the speéch, long-term
. -aims; leng—term DbjECtIVES ‘But if we
" “don't have our fiscal house in erder, I m
o '...',net prepared to go into debt.”.: |
~-.Some elements of the plan eeuld bea
i }bebn for York Regi ion — ~one of Canada’s
- - high-growth areas — especially if new
- “federal dollars for infrastructure, health
.care, and affordable heuelng actually

g .matenahze.

My majbr fecus wﬂl be on mfra-

A "',‘.struemre and a health care system we
- .can maintain ‘and afferd " Mr. Wilfert
‘said: “There.are unpertant strategy ini-

- tiatives that will go to safe, efficient and

':enwrenmentally respens:ble trans- <
. portation. Health' care is-a concern for
- all Canadians and it’s not simply-about * -
o '--fmoney, it’s how it’s utilizéd: Our concern
is‘more accountability.and transparen- -
Y But everythmg w111 be ehaped w:thm 5
a ﬁscal centext. G s

]

s M. Van Setera pbmted eut berder
P _security, 1mm1grat1en issues’ and
. Canada’s position on the U.S. conflict .-
“'with: Iraq were cempletely 1gnered by -

the Prime Minister in the speech. -

“Nothing was addresaed about the

farmers” plight out west either,” he said.

““He’s obviously trying to cater to Ontario
- where his regional gevenunent lies. Its .
-reallyan Ontane government.”

‘He> s gwmg meney to the
Aﬁ*zcan nations when we e:re
peymg 30 cents on every
deller to pay the debt '
Irs Irrespeﬂsrble. .-

- Geneerna abeut Canadas erbded_ :
s [I]J.lltﬂ.l'}' were not mentioned specifical-
sy but the apeeeh centamed a passmg' 5

Anid ‘while ‘Mr.. ChI‘EtlEIl has been o
aeeueecl of mtendmg to spend his way -
Mr. Van Seters'said -

“zhis “only -legacy ‘will - be- his failure {0 -

[

7'“',_,II|ance

_- referenee to the fact Canadians expeet;_i‘_
their, soldiers to be properly equipped. .
‘Defence Minister and Markham MP
John McCallum - was unavailable for
comment on this issue, according to his

Ottawa assistant Randy Milek.

- Mr. Wilfert pointed out the evern—-‘_
ment has eemmltted to ‘a: review .of = §
defence policy which could include the Y
._“re—pnent}zmg" of existing funds. -~ " -
“._And "he added the next Prime -
'Mnuster ‘who will take office after Mr.
" Chretien retires in 17 months, is not -
bound by unbatwee la1d out this we ek in -
.anycase. - ;
w0 The riew Prune eruster can retam |

- this or:that, or not. And a lot of these -
-~ issues néed consultation with the pri- 8

“vate sector, the prewneee and mumm—
-jpahuea“ S Ty
o CAttempts to reach Vaughan ng- k
_Aurera MP-Maurizio Bevliacqua for his-
impression of the Threne Speeeh were el
'net aueeesaful e S e RN R

"
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- MINI-GOLF g
LF - ABOUT A"
e BARN - LABYRINTH  BIRTHDAY
Thure / Fri. - % ROUGE
- 4-9pm

PARTY OR
PRIVATE:
‘Weekends _ : MVENT. -
'l Oam-9 pm ?

Open till
H.a lu we’en

te be there.

..."-..'l"‘-.

Experlence Demo Days at the Markham PETsMART store'
- 'We're celebratlng the grand re-epemng of the Markham area PE'I?.MART store at. 3 I55 Hwy 7 wn:h

Demo Days and yeu 're invited. Share i in the fun with yeur entlre famlly You’ll learn new tlps, see new -
preducts and get free stuff* aIl day leng' Whether yeur pet runs heps |ump5 or swnma, yeu i want

ThIS Saturday and Sunday October 5 and 6
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.....

Satu rday and Su nday

@ Free gweaways*

Denle"Days I-'-I.ou'r's':'
Octeber 5 and 6 lOam-dpm

Demo Days nghllghts.
o Contmueus live product demenstrat:ens
-® Flrsthand mfermatlen on the Iatest: in pet care |

'_-".',_-Whille'a{lpplieallaﬂ i

' Hwy Y east of Woedbme
'_.next to Home Depet |
(905) 41 51755
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