Smﬁ Wrrrer

hen he: errwed here in
/1964, he -was. the enly
Ceptlc pnest 1r_| Nerth
-America. -

Terenteswes along.’ way: frem

Suhag, the hot provincial cépital, m"

“‘Southern‘Egypt whereé he was raised;

hved here too.:

ferelgn continent, btit-he was going - -

~to find them; gather them tegef:lrer ='_-"-_:j'_,1ng home, ‘a bishop’s reeldence

end eetebllsh new. churches

MEMBERS UF ANCIENT FAITH PLAN

- -" .' | EY MIKE ADLER ‘ when they ﬁnd a church clese by

5 He had been’ erdamed thet same :--
e yeer and given‘a néw, ﬁrst name ﬂlatgi f_-'
' '.: exactly matched hlS last = Merces

bt Fr. Marces Mercee k:new CUptS'E-': :blﬂcks away . from ‘the. present St

- 'Mark’s :on- Steelee Avenue at: Perrler

'l"he'};r were: scettered dlreugh ﬂns }.;gf_;StI’EEt Atwill -encompass a school, a
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- St Marks is crowded these dﬂ R CEiReE
but local Copts are prepermg to buﬂd_: o Bt s T
‘a.larger church — demed astall | ks
. Coptic chuiches are.— pliis a ‘great . i

-~ cathedral capable of heldmg 2,000t0 - &

.....

"':2 500" wershlppers inside: a 12 ecre'—.{"_?;jf- L

' -_Ccptlc w]lage in Merkhem
SCHDOL PART OF VII.LAGE

sty The mJJege des:gned by erl mter— =94
nauenal cempeutren will: be Just
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-:community - .centre, - prefeselenei
- offices; seniors’ -apartments;-a: nurs- .

Stertmg mth 19 femrlree x
Terente -

' u-—namee all over: North Amerlce
But the numbers we: were
“..given” were: very few cem~
per’ed 10+ what ‘we: feund
-later:on,” recalled Friy
Merces, chesen for: hlS

L uniques o mission:

- :because: he 5peke -'
Engheh end knew

- the. customs" ef

... ~*North Amerlce '
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Zguriid ] Umted Statee 3
N et Thle. .one:
S '_.f'-;glves ‘me the
¢ ' “names of three
: '._.';-'ffnends and so‘on.:
- Wherever I go, Iwas
L eddmg to the list.”-
-For- years,” he trevelled Y,
wrth a: pertable hturgy set te rneet
Cepts (the word Copt is an Engl ish:
' -vereren of Arabic Glbt or Gypt, mean-;
- ing Egyptian)’in rénted churches or *
theirthomesfor. ceunsehng, cenfee- =
”srdﬁe beptisms, Sundej,r school les
sens—anythm that was needed
“I. was'. hvmg eut ef e surtcase
practlcally" e T,
~Those Ccpts were enceureged te
lwe near each other and Fr. Marcos .
~saw " the -first: churches . founded: .
Tcrente in - 1964 Mentreal in 1967, :

-'Los. Angeles m 197(} ]ereey Ctty in’
19715 -
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*pleces where we have enl}r rwe
Cepts o A . L

FAI'I'H HAS BI.DSSOMED

S, In ]USt one generatmn ‘the Copec
o fmth has. blossomed ‘in’ Canada.’ In
;-,j ~'Southern Ontario"alone, there are 12
Ceptlc churches, ‘including: one:in .-

rented prerruses m chhmend Hrll
but ‘the - first, - St*-Mark’s_-:in’
Scarbereugh is sull North Amencan =
headquartere for Copts.. N RO
"Fr.”Marcos, lwmg in Merkhami-r-l
_ and married with' a_son;: dau
--end three .
Fits: cengre'gatmn of :1,000 : families, -
'mcst of whom also live i in Markham
;‘@ﬂnf people Heel’more; *securei

ghl&lf" :
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F AT cerne ermed wrth A het ef i

“But we, have net fergﬂttﬂ“ the""__.

grandch:ldren, still: leads - .

= -'.-.{altheugh there is;-as.yet,:no Nerth

LR Amerlcan bishop): anda’
sEe. o ImuUsSeum: centermng
-f.;-”'xmanuscrlpts,
;i enclent
Hu ce‘me werk
= .and: feﬂdenc

¢ 1cons;:
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- pemtmgs

lage
4 heneur
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Chrlstlemty, oneé that 'has: changed
= little -overthe- leng centuries: St

~Mark’s ‘conducts all its 'services’ m_‘;:
*Arabic and Coptic; (ancient Egyptian ***
Spel]ed in‘an expanded. Greek al ha-j-_

bet), as well as English:

“.All three languages adern a half ]
tenne granite box,: the time capsule.
“and village cornerstone blessed: this’
the . “visiting - Pope -

~month by~

“ShenoudallI, patriarch of the See ef
. St Mark; as about 2,000 of the ferth
Ful gethered fora festwal Tag

PASSED TH R{)UGH WAUES
Chrretlemty ﬂeunshed in Egypt

until the 7th century-—-— Suheg, on the 5
~ :“ ”Nile 470 kilometres south of Cairo, is -
'mthe site of early Christian’ menester—- -
-ies and churches — when it was con- -
./quered by Muslim Arabs. Coptic was

banned ‘in*'the: 10th. century and:,
“Copts in Egypt have endured perleds

- of persecution.*

" “We  passed threugh waves,

.- according-to the whim of the. ruler;" |
.-Fr. Marcos. sald "When the:ruler is.
- tolerant,” we have a mere peaceﬁll
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mstmamtomntoen ceptortnadexca* SRt Co tic wﬂag&emarlﬁ acre’ prOperty in° Markham. T ER i eIt _-,;-i‘ aAnidisiatons :."“‘ B ﬂ‘.“r-'.? c_.. 24 ;_ﬁ-_--r- 1
__-?hl't‘t. -1_- L NP ...- - .: -;_ .. - '-H:-r-'-l-q-.ﬂi-l"-ﬂ--.--‘-lﬁ-r'- - - - -r-r-—-u- -r---n- e P el g -1-11-- - -r -;—- 1-'.- el -- - —- ....1--1_- -—-- --: £ 128 ,,% -I'.-'_" ,..-.' .-;'.-'f-:é' :‘f'-‘l J':: -_._:__-r_ r:_. Tif : _:,..‘. T—_.‘.'.j.-; & ‘ ﬂ,_ i o

lee Fr

-
.-_m
B
(D
=
=4

E: wrlll-_--._',_'_- %

ot g
" Mark, whe lt is M
belleved brought
Chrlstlamty to Egypt--’ .

g ' Cﬂptlﬁi; _
(E)rthedex Petrrarchate IS - ARG
“one’ of the ‘oldest ‘sects cf;:i,

4 Mere cn the Copts end Ihevr h:stery is anerr- B
A abfe fmm ‘the St Mark's  church. websnte
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In }ust ene generatlen, the t(j::q:rtlc felth ha.s bldssomed in Canada:a'l‘here are currently 12 Cogtrc churches, e )
ludmg one in’ Ri&hmond Hill. Fr, Marces Marcos and other York Reg:on Copts are planmng to, Efeate a: ¢
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