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..or spnng damage ..

| Frank Alb{) checks eut cars the sarne way he ehecks;
+out pptentral grrlfnends, er r:hleks, as he refers te wnrnen

in general.

rdnenHeEs das httle rude and semetrrnes rntrusnre but he
‘ "fknews what he hkes Ar*d rf he deesn tfrnd what he wants, .
| ,.-hemevesen el T LA 2 st
.2 The. 28-year—eld mechame whe owns.a sma[l garage'__-

B and takes it upon himself to'help used-car buyers Separate .
" ‘enough oil ‘and what célour is it before and after the. test -

¥ Jj",_the beauties from’ the beasts,. knows what to-look for. ina”
- drive? Does: anythrng look: tarnpered wrth? Does it make

il prewnusly loved heney That's. because once you-scrape -
“-away-all the cake dresslng, you're ‘left wrth reahty, and s
: "'serne pretty hard decisions’to make.* * -

" The'Cat wonders what Albo'is really' refernng te

“and mrght need a very. expenswe f' iX (prebably nght after_;_ |

- you buy it). Puddles underneath are also a.bad sign.. - .7
' : usua!ly means. the énginé is worn out- (expensive) -and

~ - white smoke means coolant:is gettlng into._the cambustlenj__ |
" chambers; prebably threugh a ‘blown: head

““There’s lots ef ways to’make:: an-old:car_look better 5

_he says.. “But if you.know what you're Inekrng fnr She
has to.look: gead ‘smell good and seund geed s
o) Thanks fer cleanng that up;’A!be il -‘-' SEL

Of course, our: ‘man-of-the-week. rs talkrng abput hls

.-».""-

s -‘..";_"C-f what he dees. A -¢:': A

: _ get the deal of: the century en a used car then chalkrng up
o Smuch; much;- mueh ‘more: money: to:: make readwerthy

what has turned putmte bea‘rolling’ heap

help s SR
L TOOKS DOMATTER 5 i

"F’ut dewn 1yr::-t.lr daggers fellaw femaies Albelrs here te £

el el sl

Just r:ause she shines, deesnt rnean shes a; gem y

Whrle ‘you're busy dreehng over the new paint; Albe has
put on: his - suspicious - hat Spmethlng mlght be.. hrdrng
beneath Maybe damage, maybe not:: LooK eipsely atithe
palnt are:all: panels the:same shade? Mismatched: panels
and tncen5|stent spacing. ‘between them ‘could ‘mean. the

. car-has been:in:astangle: Suspect the.new.and: shinier; pan- - :.

eIs nght away Whatever you:do; ask’; a. let of questrens
=l you: epen the deer and. theres éxcessive wear: and

tear 10, the interior;:it's a pretty geed signthat the' previous.:

.~ owners ‘weren’t.concerned’ with .the overall- upkeep that
f extends beneath the body;and.under the head Eope ] e
4You: wr[l knew just by Ioeklng at the seats rf serneene teek

geed care. ef the. (whole) car.” s

Take a gander at.the. brake pedal ta see |f it has been

wern dewn to'the. hub: It's-a clear. sign: the. vehleie has been
“driven = a- Int It he{ps to: knew this; because you: ‘can’t
always trust the odometer. as'a srgn of wear and tear. Use
“rand.misuse are: Just as: lmpnrtant Dees it: really matter that:
“there’s. enly 1,000 krlemetres shnwlng - if those 1, OUO
kllemetres were dnven under water? Yeu get the pernt

e '--“,'f.-‘; IS SHE BALANCED? L et

If YGU SCIUElt dﬂwn and take'a look at; the car, it shbuld e

be srttlng level. Any dn‘ference in the, frent or-back could-
mean that' the springs: need replacing.’ Left-to-right” differ=:
ences in helght mlght even bé:an, rndreater of suspenslen
maybe even: an ar:crdent Agaln ask
a Iet of ‘questions. 5 e S el )

:Test the shpcks and struts by bpuncmg the frent and
baek of. the' car. It sheuldnt ‘bounce more:than once.. Af it

bpbs up and dewn a few tlmes the shncks/struts mest Itke— ¥

’ Albo "Sornetrmes it costs more than the car rtself L

4

" “You don’t want to have to fix the transmission,” says

Albe must be. talklng about my car.: _
-~ If you really want to- know if you have a gped catch

'Htake a close look at the:heart of the car,‘the engine. Is it*

clean? (Altheugh it could_ have. been degreased). Is: there .

any kneekrng or treklng noises whrle rt’s runnrng? Have

. # -
-i"" L
Cav

Speken like’a. true_ man; Albn. i
Black: rndrcates the caris: gettlng tee rnueh gas..Blue-:' :
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puie de e By Catrma Ceghlll e Check the transmrssrpn The ﬂurd sheu[d be pmk or snmeone fe!lew behmd |n another car and cheek fer teli-;:." -
~ Wheelbase Cemmumcatmns : _,'.._red and it shouldn’t:smell like: burnt: plastrc ‘That -smell : ta!e exhaust smoke.:: o b R e ; il
R S T T T B i T .. 'means ‘the. transmrssron has been abused or averheatedff'" - “If-it does; dmp her. !t’ll cest ypu'" Ch R

- cracked eyllnder head (alse expenswe) Sa keep yeur eyesj.-- i "-_ oy

P .-f.;,,

peeled FHe iR -_ 5 o
S In the end yeu have te de what feels nght fer yeu,. e

-
r

says Albo. “If you can ever!eek a few really, really minor. . '
flaws because: you like the car, so be it You have te werghr Foa .

the pluses and minuses. Thats yaur Jeb not mirie.” R

| secend love < cars, and has effered te share therns and euts 1o .

Flulds that appear tp be dnpprng frem crucral frpnt-

end cempanents ‘leéts you knew the time for. replacement s
" “probably near, you._know,’ since the parts arent aetually
deslgned to !eak vital fluids. - e :

‘Unusual tire wear (such as the ms:de or 0utsrde edges) |

~is a dead. giveaway that thé car neéds, at the: very least an.
alrgnment or, in ‘'some_cases, suspension ‘work. . T

”These are things-you can’t-hide.” - .-
-TAKE HER OUT AND LISTEN TO HER

On the test drwe, pay attention to seunds smells and
any strange movements.. Trust your:gut.:Notice: if the ‘car

: ‘pulls’ to ‘one: side or another (a sign that it’s out of alrgn—- "

. ment) er |f it wbrates at hrgher speeds (trres aren"t bal-— -

aneed) o il 7% e S S

Lrsten fer any clunkrng or hummrng frem the frent or'_- .

.rear Tt

”If she rnakes some nr:nse back there rt ceuld be that

the gears are ‘worn.” <.

. - If you hear a thud pr clrek whlle you take a turn, rt's a{,}' ,

‘ f srgn "that the axles and or the bearings are:shot. R R
.7 The rule of-thumb here is simple. If you frnd yourself i
askrng,' “Is it supposed. to make-that:noise?”iit’s prebablyfr'. -

lllll

trrne to hand the keys back and say good bye. - .
WHAT'S INSIDE - DOES SHE HAVE A GOOD
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TO ALL TOSE W.’I
‘GIVE ANYTING FORA MINl’
Q U ITE REAS ON AB L E D
“\jiKi COOPER
' .f';"-'ﬁ'-".'LeaseratesareﬂmeutfaredthIHIFmamalSermmlymapprmadaarﬁtMSFﬁ’trraMMWlmqmsﬂd,&ﬁﬂWalaIaasarateui??ﬁ%merﬁnmﬂaeﬁﬁ&]permﬂthdampawmmfr
< $341000is required, as well as, first month’s lease payment, security depasit of approximately one month's lease payment, transport and preparation (§1,295.00), and all taxes upon signing. Uptmaraa.allabtsat_:j'-‘.__' *
_ i __areruarmttogeﬂﬂmmtaxlwtseregsuamdmam Annual kilometres limied to 20,000 $0.15 per excess kilometre. Delivery must be taken by September 30, 2002. MiNI Cooper above shownwith - =7
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