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e I-."-"j";:.-:.,anee expectatrons ‘Look: downa: pounds it was: hundreds hofi-___;_.
e -ﬁrung on: the :muselet:ar ladder-and::: pounds llghter than. the’ Camaro,, ‘-
ayou ;___were generally greeted nby r,thanks to its: unltlzed body con—--:---.-f
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*"“""“"“"‘“‘“""‘here"s no replacement smaller 383 (Chrys!er), 390 (Ford) structroo (no frame) And wrth a ~~Lvalves,, lt had relatwely low com-
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‘A for: 'd:splacement """"" and 396 (Chevrolet) powerplants ~.275- horsepower 340 (dynamome— ‘pression for a: hlgh-performane'e'
7 ,_Ltexcept more . disp lace—- - - Whether.by design or. by acc:-_-.-,.-ter figures:. showed -power :to :be - ‘motor-(10.5:1), ria mild - hydraulic -

: - ‘ment;ZIn~other '\ words*” dent' the ‘real. ﬁm_-r-'—“-__es iallyif."- closer to 315);"a fo ur-speed manu-camshaft. and. was saddled with .
=Y U the btgger the engme, ~you were on a‘tight budg et— was -al transmission and deep:3.91:1 8: - cast-ironintake and exhaust man:=:
i, the betters & . Fag *.down-one more:level in. the ranks 3/4—mch réar-différential; yo'u had...~ifolds:"A" simple_‘camshaft swap

It's £S rule,* if: not ‘One: of - of small-block powered mini mus--%a car capable‘of humiliating near- - “(four-speed 340" Dusters-  were

Newto""“ laws == that: stands 10" - clécars. ‘Although : Chevrolet had : ly everything short of the. top-shelf, already equipped wrthamore rad-"

- this'day. And in' 1970; perhaps the: -rolled:out its new 728 for 1970, it - high-dollar. musclecars. That. this .. ical cam than the automatic cars)

Iast full year of the al[-out muscle= . was:a hefty brute. And Ford? Well - feat- was" achieved with ~such’a *~ and the addition of exhaust head-
- i “Car.wars that'had been’ escalating “the: Mustang just-wasn’t the same'- mild engine (compared to other” .ers and aluminum intake manifold." i
-« since " the’ Pontlae ‘GTO> hit: the wrthout a FoMoCo big block. - -+ * * small blocks of the’ day} was noth- "-'-"could easily yield 350-375 horse-

“streets in ’64 tt was the rule of the - Over at Chrysler, the guys. had " ing. short of amazing: - Mild? . ‘power from a 340, hence the pop-
road BT been playlng around with the idea . - .Desptte lts 2 02 :nch mtake ularrty of the durable little engine.
Close your eyes foramoment of ‘mixing-a"hi; h~performance_2‘-j-'
and lmaglne that-it’s: Friday. nrght -small” block~V8 -with a nimble; -}
:: and you'reé perched curba:de on - li htwerght body since 1967 And . [E8
: Detroit's :infamous .- Woodward : - while you-could order the' Dodge - 1%
“Avenue. It's ‘dusk and ‘the: Blg_ Dart with' a -383 big block;’ the
Threes heavy ‘hitters ‘are out -in - smaller,”lighter, 340- powered ver-
force ‘At the. time,. Chevrolet was ision handled better and was near-
moppmg up. the: boulevards with " ly as quick Some would argue, in \j
its7 . new . 450- horaepower LS6: the:right:hands, even quu:ker L
Chevelle ‘while::Ford's “big block'r?-‘-*"-- Y197D a new Plymotith sib- "
Mustang ‘Mach1+ Jooked: down— hng had emerged based onafast---
rightevil. and - breathed frre,,._to “back version ‘of -the ‘A:body Dart:
boot _And then - there * was “the Chryaler as it turned out, did have
Hemi Groomed for ‘the” h| Ha' s replacement for: cubrc mches It &
banked NASCAR Covals: of waa called the’ Duster WS
Daytonaand Darlmgton supe”" . During that Jera, even: hr h--f |
speedways the 425 horsepower ,aperforma_nee ‘cars-often”had- four--
-street.Hemi: was‘available: door;grocery-getter counterparts
everylhmg from: the new—for—l970 ~The Dart, for. example; was: avall—--:;
“Cuda’ to ithe Plymodth: ‘Road. - ~able: wrth Jal alx—cylrnder engine -
“'Runner- and ‘GTX;as: well fas the__ ~and “four. *doors:=Same “for: thEH-;
Dodge Super ‘Bee'i: Corone't-:' Chevelle ‘Theé ‘Road- Runner 100,
~.Charger: -and- Challenger R/T cars:: -=was™ avarlab!e ‘with-:four doors B intake - “swap
All ‘were=i-top-drawer.:: muscle (badged as:a BelvedereJSatellrte) AL e S s SRl #';could take you'';
‘machines with’ hefty Sticker prices” < The: Corvette Camaro Muatang, R ) 0 O itO the: 125 |f
and healthy appetltes for. gaaolrne ‘Barracuda, - Charger ‘and S S W D el R /i< could
and insurance premiums.. > Challenger, werejoined: by: anoth- “the thing to; hook
Fmdmg alower: strcker pnce .ertwordoor. specrflc veh:cle—the ; '-f'to the asphalt
usuallyr meant:there’. had to be-a. awoopy new,Duster; i
correspondmg drop in: perform- B Welghmg in at jl.lSt over3 UOG 2

_iwasn f o ‘big
'-ienough hook for::
d"you, -there . waa

M around: -$3,000.
- Typical quarter-
mile -times for. a -
stock 340 Du ster..:

f ‘ond “range...at:.
;-"about 100: mph

% ing- and ‘decent . .
tires ™. (sl |cl<s)
-.mrd 13 second

¥:in relatively easy -
@ f_grasp of even'the
il ‘novice /driver A
-cam, heade'r“a‘nd

ClatIDl‘l of .cars;
auch “the -
' Duster mcreased
Sehertd i as the niuaclecar
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' boulevard brursers

And . lf that - |

} the ' price —

‘were'in. the Iow—~--
to- rrnd 14 sec—--

‘Withi:someé: tun-_-;

: ﬁit:rnes were wrth- g

wars ground to 3 halt By "7 l blg—- %

“block, ,__qwbdrg-cubrc-mch -speed -
machlnes'were dropping lrke ﬂres. .
“Emission regulations, the. price of -
-'premiums_were chreﬂy“fo blame -
““for-the demlse of.- the hig h#prof' Ie

..--n-"\r-.

-In"the meantrme, the econo-

*_.Duster had gained quité=a follow--

ing as everything- from'” “inexpen- .
sive family . transportation -i0 ‘the
- darling of t:orporate fleeta the T
-.--country wide, © '

While .the 340° made the
Duster famous; . it was really ‘the -
“318-V8and. 225 Slant-Slx cars that**
by far made up the bulk of: the
Dusters that- roamed the: streets.

By. 1974, the torquey: 360
small block had replaeed the: hrgh-
wmdmg 340. as the’ performance
- V8.-As well, the front shéetmetal -
-had lost its bluntnesa in favour of a-
protrudlng nose whose style: found
_its ' wayto ‘the ‘Aspen: and Volare
duo laterin the:decade. . Sgi

 Defanged -and: growmg Iong
in the tooth; the_last. year.for.. the
Duster Wwas 1976 and so'ended an:
-éra<of +high-performance:: budget
vehieles As collectors snap up: the..:
“famous.. big-block- -powered :mus: .
..Clecars: of =that’: -generation;. ‘the
~-Duster 'i:-i”a’garn“éh joying: savresur-
igence-iin.; popularlty Whl!e its
acceptanee ‘may* hever: agarn
“reach the height of: .th.e early
:1970s, the‘*340 Duster' ﬁnllahave

'-ru- i

neverendmg ‘status as.a legend in

the annala ‘of- automotrue lore:
Jeft::= Melnychuk: -

The: tappre- .:-;Wheelbase s Commumeatrons

-managing. ea'rtor and.senior: ter_:h~

A v T

“nical: - writer."*Wheélbase =is “a-.
*.world- wide: supplrer of . automo-
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