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fi; % save my l'.:tadlyr “ways. By the latei1940s;: the car *
o uasmacked-u 5544+ had also become: popular.with'the *.
e e the ‘car-. racing and railyrng crowd, success—~--
that gave Volve tts werldwrde fame fully. cempetlng in“events all over..
BRET S S ke
“-But] was ln no mood to thtnk - more” than. 200,000:unit |

L2 R

<2l sedan;
and fortune: -7 i

rattonally after: rn},ar “altercation with”
-the 1968 . Chrysler: New Yorker, :-

“whose drwer had made a sudden ;

leftturn in front of me. !n an instant,
-1 had not only 1ost ‘my. trusty steed

utatten as a sperty sedan that was~.

- shield with’

globe.: Before. the ' end of ‘its
produc-
~tion run, the 444 had also beceme
“ the bEISIS for a station wagon (caIIed B
“the Duett), converttble and sperts-

car ‘models. > 4
Athureu h!y refreshed versren -

.

but oneé of the most impressive. and of the ongmal desrgnated the PV...

en Jeyable cars l"ve ever ewned

sr::ene suspected the. dlsttngUIshed~-
ieek:ng gent .who- perpetrated the
tllegal turn” had. probably * been :
dewmng 4 few. But this was'back
cin;thé. prebreathaiyzer days of the

N early 19'705 $0"his degree of intox: -

- ication was’ unt:ertaln Teday, | 'can
enly reflécton its- unrque plaee in’
autemetwe hlatery MRk
“My :dearly: departed Swede
leeked su*miar to “its- predecessor

:the'PV 444 ‘that was originally dis- -

played in Stockholm™in. 1944.
- However, “due". to, steel: shertages,
“full’ preductten didn’t .commence -
until 1947 In’ car-starved Sweden it
~was:not-unheard of :for owners to.
part with“them fer rnere than deu'
ble the:list:price.

= The 444: eeked Itke a pocket—--
5|zed 1940s.. -r’::'rrd Tuder ‘and ‘was._:
 often: referrec o
affectren 7ass :the" ‘humpback’ It:
featured an unusual far—lts—day
umt;zed censtructlen “(instead - of
. -the:more ‘comimon: bedy~en-frame
methed) »nfully rndependent front

S wsuspensaen and. a’ tweup:et:e lam:-.

nated ‘windshield = == - L
% The 444 qun:kly galned a rep—-

544 ‘began - arriving  at VGIVDS

werld-wrde dealer network -

]958 Altheugh closely-identical te

“the 444, there was a fancier mesh

grllie ene—ptece windscreen, Iarger AR,

:rear window and. a more: medern -':" e

_interior.Under ‘the hood, 73 60-- S

hersepewer 1.6-litre “engine. was-

“'mated to a: bullet—preef feur—speed i

gearbex "An’: autemat:e transm:s—_-.;'} e \

_sion. 'was never; offered. SRR PO

My persenal pride and j jey was,--';_;'}z.' g

blmsh gray: _ |

wrth the mpreved 1:8:litre" eﬁg:ne._j?f._”%'

~and “twin ~SU: carburetors® ‘that” "B

“churned. out:a reliable 90 horses. | R

thad’ acqulred it through ‘3" bank- - NSRS~

ruptcy sa!e fer net a iet of- rneney:,ff'_';;' T

deratlen since | - S

was an: mpevenshed student at the:f;ff-f

timé. Sttll 1'was forced to part with o

my steree ‘and aifew: ether earthly

- POSsessions . befere securing;the «.

usually with - - pink-slip:: ‘The “most - desirable”

-vaspect abeut my. nrne-year—eld pur- 3
chase -was:that it had - recentiy

-arrived -from. the- West: Coast. and:.. Ez.‘.'". Cd e

. was wrtuaHy rust-free: In‘my comer ;.8
< of -the world, - most cars;halfits: age
~had-already.come down.with'a bad
"case of ternrunal recker—-pane] can-:
eer-—er werse e S
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Upon fi rstnsnttln behlnd'the
“now,” £ wrtually* IﬁdEStrUCl’lblE,a despite™: wheel ~only:

pointy -
should have tri ied" - ‘Sweden’s " mostly  unpaved hlgh- ~'hood was ws:ble threugh the wind- "

162544 “equipped I
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' Ser« met?/grapﬁ{]g”ath tkr#zzﬂ

el S B '1. ] *1-; a : RS

Mor.in;“ met.ltau“ﬁleatherastock #2200 % met/taupe“‘ﬁ-?’clyﬁﬂ?ﬁfsmckr 22035A
: 4% 1 Cosmos/graph, leather: Stoc

e ..Jl:h.ft *
F*:* SR
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engme nurred hke a centented catu forudearr life- and rt steered an'ow:_

L

-the’: Velm St

'I' -l ™

-.$ynchros; was maglc in my. hands.

"'- T

“I"could 'hear-and ‘sense : 10t of = lent: "69 Mercury This fivep

¥ P

the fenders: cornpletely
“noises inside the: largely msulatmn ‘"sports Car i L
“free interior; yet the car felt'as trght
““as-a drum: The 544 felt tippy.in the
turns but the suspensmn hung t::n

cempany introduced. its’ 120 ‘series

- of .two-,and. four—deer sedans.and .
four-door: -wagons. . This* model, -
dubbed the Amazon " in’ Europe,:.'f *
“-Was - every bit:.as rugged and -
“‘durable”as the: 444, but ‘its’ }arger-'

-

ssize,. blgger

w:der ‘acceptance ‘among ' fans_ of

- the marque: By the €arly 19605, the .- -
1122, 7as the export ‘version: was -
r:alled had become an increasing-
Iy more pepular rival to'the 544: 1t ...~
also. became: the faverlte of- teams-l e
+on.the rally:circuit who began-to” -
have great suceess wﬂh thls teugh-:"i;jh,_-" LA

half—m:[--_.;'-' TR
stheir vl oy

Sweden heme i ey

hey: wrll aliways be revered -

eustemer e
The !a.st ef the neari
Iren 1umpbacks Ieft
Gethenj
1.1965.
CiGE their unique;.-albeit - quirky,

sty!rng, their .reliable; fun-te-—dnve'- £

nature and’ anwl-teugh drivetrain. -

- ='Mine became a wreckrn -yard by
DElI'lS donor- and 1 euentuall meved-._' -

r

TR ;fjr;ﬁ'f.DI"l 100} ether eheap wheels But: at_';._.3_"."""l

ot
f.

B - least the: memenes of my:-all- too-

;-sfxarref ‘experience wnh the 544
. F_--remaln unbreakable s
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Riggi chrefn road’. tester and hrstem:
B | writer. - :Wheelbase-is :a . ﬁworld-
If‘;. _smw:de supp!rer ‘of aufhmebrle
news,-rewews and’ features. e
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-and th'e shifter, with its Unbeatable * true’ withoiit any yof the vagueness Lt :
“-that plagued my old_man’s. COmpu-. s

_ assen- .-

" hidden* from sight: The rear-view, - “mechanical wh:rnng and’ buzz:ng ger sedan possessed the seu! ef a'-.__i--

.mirror also yielded littlé in the way A

~of useful visual’clues:and the ; gun- .

slit back window.was simply creat=

ed an ) enormous blmd spot But the

~The. wrnds nf c_hange had St
alread begun b!ew:ng ‘through™.
Velve Ion _beforé ‘my 544 had - .
~even been a§$ernbled In1956, the =

ft)ur-cyhnder engine.- .-~
. -and:;contemporary- -shape gave it-.
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