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o sThese days any carmaker wotild have to. be more than
* a lrttle crazy to brand one of their rmodels ‘The. Jud el. But
“back in the late’1960s-and early 1970s, outright craziness
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Chrysler were locked in‘a death grip as they fought to attract

SR s el T e ptmir & Sun/ b S WHBELS: Thisridi Aug s acaa - i sha s B 19 ket
‘ A b f'-"”he Judge? For the ummttated the handle makes stn ped—down Belvedere two-door sedan detrord of ¢ exten- employed a plllared two-door coupe shiell and hood ¥
g -little sense: It conveys riothing-about one of the - “or chrome and geegaws; save'for. it's cute-sounding beép- "'on the more commoriplace Pontiac:LeMans. The GTO"
S most potent au_tomobrles to ever rlp up rrbbons - beep hom. Under the hook lurked a potent 335- horsepow- "'-“*rubb_er ‘Endura’ front’ bumper was tossed:ini, favour of a_f-_ : ;'
ey & f asphalt: 2o o ;- * er383 cubic inch V8 that could propel the car to 100 km— cheaper-chromed jecel it st i e i T
R = . The: Judge was a- maglcal namepla_te l;hat h in seven seconds, "~ i .27 Under. the. hﬂﬂd further cost-savrng measures meartt'-:_.'- |
; 1 el struck a mixture of fear and awe tnto anyone old The Road Runner htt the""s'freets for the 1968 rnodel replacrng the GTO's 400 cu.in: er'fglne wrth a‘'smaller 350-
B engugh tg drwe. But what's' with the name2. 7 . year ‘and; not surprtslngly, became an instant:hit. Also not * . cube unit equipped that used the 400’s cylinder heads. Tests:

surpnsmgly; the car caught the attention of Ponitiac’s | prod-. -
_uct planners who felt the cheap p-speed
3 “undermine their position as the top dogin thé’ performance
- . .was what sold cars. and gained marketshare GM, Ford and - F eld Pontiac'needed to build: its’own.Road Runner.:-. - .

proved this : com_bmatron was actually qua:ker than the ;
Road Runner..

. The prototype, labeled the E/T (dragstnp jargon for.
elapsed time’),” was. présented (o John Delorean, .who
“reacted-in'a less-than-enthusrasttc manner. Not only did he
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Road Runrier: mtght

The 1n|tral prototype was. based on the GTO but
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young, upwardly mobile baby boomers with their thirst for
~speed and . bottomless “supply “of . cash™“and : credit.. EVEH
; “strai ht—laced American’ ‘Motors, builder of safie and sensi--
ble sedans, was eventually sucked into the musclecar vor- -
0 tex:lt.was the one time:in:the history of North Arnerrcan
; .auto rndustry wh_en this” type of attttude prevarled Il‘l
Detrort’s corporate offices.: *. - :
- +iIn the mid-1960s; horsepower and cubrc rnches were
all the rage. Although musclecars represented only'a small
fractron‘of total sales, they were viewed as rmportant image.:
btuld “for: Detroit;- which: used them to puff. up the Brg
Threes you_t_h—onented appearance This was, partrcularly
ewdent at: Pontrac,t which;:‘under  whiz kid John Z.
DeéLorean’s guidance; had: fu!ly embraced performance as:

.....

the key rngredlent that separated lt frorn the other drwsrons
the General Motors stable s =% = 5
-‘ - By 1964, the radical notlon to stuff a br VB between

the frame ‘rails ‘of :an. ‘intermediate’: economy coupe:had *

'_ re_sulted in-the birth of the GTO. The carwas as much about
R hy e‘and: hoopla as'it-was abouit horsepower but it strrred
s ne U the_ lur:ratwe youth market hke no other car before or

} -5_‘"Ce
Sy o 'E)n'ce the horsepower gauntlet had been tossed therer?"*

fiois il was no. stopping’ it Every. other: GM car division,: except
i S Cadr!lac-“qurckly followed surt hotly pursued by Ford

i Wy Chrysler and AMC, g
I* A ‘Butiit-was: Plymouth Chryslers Iow-pnced sedan dwl--.:--
} * gion  that: nailed-it-with the ‘kids. The: marketing hotshots

| ~thought 'this. group; ‘cared little for ‘a car with-all the:fancy.

trimmings (too'much: like'Dad’s Newport:Custom). All they
cared:-about -was stralght-lme stoplrght-to-stoplrght per-

formanoe that would gwe them braggln'g' nghts among therr
fri
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._ _f.-"_l_f;. e Before anyone could say, or even' spell he'mlsphencal |
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-~think it eroded the GTO's image, but was mortified that any-
thtng smaller than the ’Goat’s tradrtronal 400 meter would o
So into.the car.: 7o SR |
fClearl)»:r DeLorean wanted Somethtng specral Instead
of gutting the GTO; ‘as was done in the first attempt, the next

effort moluded all the standard . GTO features, and: added
~'the'potent -366- horsepower 400 cubic- inch:Ram Air engine
_as part of the package. Also moluded was a:Hurst.T-handle

shrﬂer heavy—duty er-:
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suspension;: chrome “air- cleaner ‘and .
rocker arm_ covers, rally-wheels and- a rear deck spoilers -
“What-was. mtended tobea Iow-p'rioed Road Runner. beater
had beconie orie of the most expensive cars ‘of the day..
“DeLorean . loved ‘it,: but: insisted - the “E/T: name be
[ ped His: preference Was: t y ‘callsit: T he Judge_nﬂtt the
trme ‘Here come da Judge’ was a' popular expression used. -
on_ Rowan “and:Martin’s’ Laugh In;: a’ pOpular TV_ r:edy-
- variety. show. The name stick. © . i il as as
= The finishing: tour:hes to- The Judgrs"r:onisrsted of an_
s avarlable bright:orange ‘paint ‘scheme: along* wnh pop-'art
e fT he Judge decals and matchrng side’ strtpes.
i :Then frrst ‘cars were’: released 10 dealers . rn January,
1969 ‘which sold:more than'6,800 units; or 10 per:cent'of
the total GTO production for: that rnodel year By far the
vast majority were:ordered:in:orange. - T s S
“The. followlng year;:sales'of The Jud o dwrndled to half 3
of the first year’s: productron as-the short—lwed fad beganto i 5
Lwane. ‘In-1971, the final ‘'year. t'or The: Judge nameplate A S
ng;sre 374 cars were produced mr:ludtng ;ust 17 r:onverb i T
tiblesizz s SR
“The }udgemay have completeiy mrssed the mark as. a nAse
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Road Runner-fi ghter but, forat’ least one glorrous season g

._was the rightcar at the rlght timey s i
M Malcolm’ Gunn ‘Is Wheelbase C ornmunrca trons

;f:chref road.tester and historic; wrrter: Wheelbase'is a:world-
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lrer of automobrle rrews, re vrews and feat “res. g ;
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:. oombustron‘chamber out popped the Road Runner
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