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_the BMW 850i took the. t_naln stage
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bly lmagtned in its sleek, sporty, super-
‘car,coupe .was -the- mttlal hysteria that -

18 NEWS! wa’s_ on: the-auto-. weutd tnstantly trail it like 2 shadow.

 Within  eight’ ‘days of the: Frankfurt .
Aute Show,- oy 000 erders for -the new " -
placed . — -five : -moriths
- :begin. Once the assembly:line began .
“to rell some of the first: buyers’ pald
tmce the pnce te aveld wattlng six
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Ieaserate and $61 9*per month a‘lonQJWrth No-charge
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A classm BMW was' born A clas-‘
SIC_ BMW wnuld die a decade later.

Sin between it was, considered: the

ST

o ulttrnate Tin’ the ultlmatec drtwng:

“machine’ expenence frem a‘company

- that_prides_. itSelf .on_ building the
“absolute best car.money ‘can'buy.: .

. The reasons -for -ifs ‘appeal : were

obvious.. In the 51rnplest form, the 8-

Series: stood “on: its -own  for what you

couldn’t possibly ‘get:anywhere. else._ &

“The two-door 850i roared in with a 12

cylmder engine that spewed out. 300 ..
-horsepower and served up a top speed -
- of 250 km-h (155 mph). It was truly .
Autdbahn-mlnded rnusc!e. And'it: was -

=smiooth, refined;. uniqué. .and | some- .

~‘what un: BMW-Iah ‘Some OWners. said -
- the classic shape reminded them'of an.’
" Aston-Martin  Lagonda: Others 5|mpty
bathed in its_ beauty.: Fer BMW lt had
heen a‘long time coming.:" - %~

‘The . notion :of:; p‘“"duc:ng an
upper—class ‘coupe’ :was . brewmg ‘in..

Bavarla in 1981 Ieng bef re the:E31: 7"
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' 'gwen ‘the: ~~gre_en hghtn.; hrs was
' stuff Three years
later BMW, wnuld build the B—»Serles

frern scratch tand it:would: char e a -?
hefty sum — abeut $100,000. 55 7

.-=The. decision for BMW wasnt an
_easy one:;: After, assembling: more than

. --._._1 00 prototypes; after. spendlng millions
"-in crash tests; after tests in' Death ’v’alley
--at 40 C, and in the polar regions at- 40, -
- C, the flnal prototype was unvelled on:
June 15, 1989 to the staff of more than
52,000 engtneers, techntmans and
develepers
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Instantl'y; 'tt'was a meuth-—watenng

prepesntten from’ a- car.company that
“‘regularly ‘served up delicious; entrees:
Crnwds leved tt Heads turned te fel-
|DW it.-

Des: ned 10 he a h:ghly desnrable
status symbel ‘the:8 was .the ultimate
e[egant llixury. perfnrmance coupe and -
> a- techneteglcal statement.:But,:as fate
weuld dictate;.it was’ hardly perfect

" Criticized for: its size;’. price : and
Welght it would " go . thrctugh afew.

s e

"ﬂ{-.u v o '_q"".I__ _._vr-,_‘

- -i"h

By 1993 the BSOCI had" rétilaced

’“d r-286- hp vers:en (840Ci)}' anda
12 -y Imder 380- hp- 850 CSi: that had
the ‘option=of BMW’s ‘M". ‘sport - per—
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the 8-Series:offered: semethtng.nfew

*‘BMW" mceuld clatm hftach:sme At
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fstarted wnth the shark—ltke ‘nose:in
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£ 3nd: "“”ded with:a’sharp:
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; ~¥~an aggresswe powerplant. 57 -,

~ectiBut S ultimately,s tha**’leng term

-'ernterest wouldn't: keep pace. with: the
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~initial teuphoria: “One; dlsgruntted 8=

fa-?-i—Ser:es deer___su_mm_ed up.. the“cars
ear[ tnaccuracles :n a 1995 ISSUE ef
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Desp:te an. |n1t|al ﬂurr Y:0

t the 8 never.really. caught"en The;:--..-’-
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“The _steep pnce__tag dldnt hel
| ner dld nagging:reports ef_the perfezf_f 3
b ance fer—iuxury tradeoff: i s
< By:August of:1997;. BMW dectded
~---te 'ce_aee HUES “pred:uctren. Twn ",?fe'ars
late-r it was dorie completely.:=%
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“audience;’ Many vof BMW’seEurepean
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“customers modi fied ‘their: 8s; 'erﬁ-added_

spectal -equipment - lncladmg larger.
...wheels’ and tires:: ‘Many took: pnde tn
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: Cencewed in“the'mé; generatten
Stof the. 1980s' when'’ censumptthn' was’
pehtlcally correct;:the: 8:Series umade

“its ‘debutjust prior: to the collapse of

“worldmarkets: and " changtng values

Sales just seemed.to follow.suit. 5.
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At its core,’ ‘however,
“was “hothing .if: not- sulky smeeth,; tt
reached termtnal velocity:i

in‘no:time.
But it was a legend with-a lim 'ted
Ilfe — lf e_nﬁlyr fer ene glend' day m
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G Jasen_Ste:n :s a ‘fea(m: fiw:t T 'and
t‘he Ao editor 2 of 7 Wheelbase
-G ommumcat:ons Racewgg.f{ 3 ractng
page. “He'**can’: be:.“reached '’
@wheelbaseco .com: Whee lbase
Ca nmunications:: supplies: 'amegtwe
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