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J __]ust une pOSIHVE case has been 1dentl- -
ﬁed *York: Regmn_ health workers remain on the
S _alerl:mthe vigil agams_l; the‘West Nile Virus, -~ -

i -_.’; :'" A dead bird found in Ma Markham near the’ inter--
A sectmn of -Steeles Avenue and. I—Iwy 404 is pre-
. sumed to have died because {}f the vnus, Wthh is
b "s'pread by mosquitoes.: -5 5
--The:health de artment,.m awamng cﬂnﬁnna
tinn of that ﬁndm from a'federal lab in Winnipeg. .
x_;' . The ﬁndmg prﬂves the: VILUS, _wluch has killed -

e s'everal | people in the Umted States, is still present:
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- “West Nile Virus is som >thing that is Hﬂt gﬁuig

v ‘mamm
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.7 ir.-“Its something that’s also spreading,” he: ald “It‘.‘

-~ used to be limited to Ontario only; now we're see-

s Themrus ﬁrst detectedm NewYurk State in thE

;‘_ Iate 19905 ha's t:nntmued a steady nugran-:}n nclrth
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_'::' 475 This® summer ‘in’ the' Wmmpeg area 15 dead

:-_ -~ 1ng, six people are currently undergoing tesung fﬂl‘

- the .virus, ‘which " can “cause ‘viral- menmglns and
:._';r:i. encephahus and can, m snme cases, be fatal et

Aort BY JEFE MITCHELL St s
; Eh’ntractmn is actuall
- estimated that;"even in areas where theé virus has "
. been detected, it is camed by 1ess than l-per—cent
of musqmtoes. sl S e e T e

-~ But. this sununer, as with the. past cnuple nf
years the health department is taking steps toedu-.
" cate the public about the threat and urging | them to--
take steps to reduce their risk of exposure. Those
*~ steps include avoiding being bitten by mnsqmtues

.. in the area, said Dr. I-Iamf KaSsam, assnmate med~ 3

mmals .are ngpk _t“ poin
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~and eliminating standing water and other aréas'm
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“which mosquitos can’'breed. -5 i TR
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~'And the region is spendmg $2 18, Gi][] m‘pmmu—
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mal ﬁmdmg to mumtm' the: mnsqmtn pnplﬂanﬂn
-for signs {}f the virus thJs year, Dr Kassam "'d
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7 '_ to 'gn away,” Dr. Kassam said Wednesday. "

mg bm:ls [mfected Wlth the vlrus) 111 Quebec and -

bm:ls have tested | positive for the virus. ‘More alarm-
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B babies wear from 3.99
@  Kids.wear from 4.99
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