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Sk Centnbutrng Treeel Edrter ' mrtes and lush Vegetation.
A

As’1:stood-in the mlddle ef I must? admit: the” Dnmrnreeng_"_'-f"-;_f

- n g Tl

drenehed wells [ rntenlly wetched an much new fer me {0 see. Yet Ilke any-
'i‘i.}::_;'::.%j’:.'ii_-.'1;I.':_' - young: ‘man - going “about: hrs werk. 2 thrng in. Irfe, you' “have. to; experience

: S . Swiftly rolling and feldrnge cigarin the ihmgs first-hand’ rnsteed ‘of taking the
mekrng, his hands moving fast as. he eprnrens of elhers Mest tourists goto

slrr:ed the crger rnie its pmper 5|?.e My

.....

CenF dent[y, 1fi gured rt ceuldnt
possrbly bé that difficult and asked. the
“'man to teach'me.-As | first listened o e
his: instructions and ‘then . took. upen Sy
i L the task,[eeen realized I would be no
veteran: cigar. maker: that day. 1 sat fer Einea ot
-~ minutes:on end. Rolling,’ fe!dmg end
cumng Rolling; folding and cutting. J_:.:___‘__-_ s %

'j' o 7h o "My biggest problem was the cigar’; 7%
sEhies i feehrened -just wasn't stight enough.’ - | 574 @28
-"Too loose,"-my. teacher. barked in bre- ee
ST L ken  English Roll. ftighter”he dom- " [T g
- manded: | kept starting from ‘scratch; - '“ L
e the trps ef myfingers were, turnlng red g

S e

s ke _.5 ﬁmsh et the: tep of my r:[ese hut I dzd
iy epprecraie the'labour of leve that was

S m}r teacher's profession. :~é i 7 ot
e I the end 1 der:rded |t.wes hetter-
B “lo: step.down and walk:away; leewng ko

the job’:to+a-professional: Instead," I

R cemferted myself by huylng a;box:; ef

'? i2h ‘Special - Selection:. Cibao": cigars =

*l"-:}ii:}_'-;g'f-_i’-?j_fj-i',. S5 some; ef the f nest in. the' Demmreen
3.7{;-5.%5_:%';?13;_ Republrc. S e
«The: Demrnreen Repubilc shares
the island “of : Hrspenrele with:Haiti_in: - "'=1‘ ‘
oS ik the Caribbean.. With' almest erght mik:
*?:;f-?'-f-;"-_'%';:;- SR oy resrdenls its_the most: pepulnus
% 2 ceuntr ‘i the Cenhhean -When -~
e Chnstepher Ce!um OUS SaW. the' |5Iend
‘on:his: first voyage: in 1492, he: Was -
rmpressed by its natural beauty,’ rnsret
b e B ing thiere s no mere beautrful rs]end in". 4
R ihewerld S
1 [ The' Iendseape is: ferested end o
T ok meunlemeus with valleys, plerns and - 'Ihe Demrnrcen Repuh ic. wrth the
S j_-.fﬁ_'- plateaus. - Exce[lent beaches ‘can:be: ‘same.agenda - a charter flight to the:
Sl Ay feund on the north, southeast and éast '_.'ef','f_rs!and check into a hotel that features
Ef. “ coasts. .The ‘old “parts” of: the :capital,.. ~.an allinclusive package ‘and" remain, -

naie g Dl

e l.ecal lady enjeys

111111

R -1 Fi '.,.: restored to retain their colonial charm. . side. One tour into a Iecai town mrght
iivlo0 o The: modern areas’ contain - thriving:. - be in erder or'an evenrng out et lhe
Ny ‘. i' : pert city, and.a few.miles east of the -Zt_rirsce Pt

ot e dtyis vemarkable cave complex, Los: - .- The. Demrnrcen is one: et’ lhe
St o3 Tres Ojos de Agua (The Three: Eyes of werlde -MOSt. underdeve!eped coun-.

_ Iegeens fe_d by an, undergreund nver'f,,ebselutely heautrful I'm ;ust net one te
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BY BART CARD 4 end surreunded b}r stalectrtes stafag— g0

".I-I-_-_[e[ren and srt still for hours on end pay-
Aol ing wershrp to-the Caribbean' sun:If:
:.;'{;j'-""_‘;.___i'*_r{ Dernrnreen Republrr: r:rger factem on - Repr.rhlre has not been at the: topofmy .
* r;i -+ the outskirts of. Santiago with the'smell -~ personal: list: of . places to-Visit. As-a* -
tlte e ;_3_- ‘of :tobacco “waffling ; off “the 'sun- - Bermudian | figured there wouldn't be "

Weter), containing " three * turquoise -  tries, “yet ‘out .in: the"Country."it's
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Ecorwmrst & Sunanbune Saﬂrrday Iulyzz. .eeez

te the heer:h slap on the sunten

a hand‘ﬁilled crgee

_.. Uy | :'1?- _:\-_...'-..‘

-:;;On m}f wey back te Puertn Pleta frem
- -my.cigar excursion, an- ‘intriguing 'site:.
- caught my eye. | had my driver stop his--

~ vehicleat-a house -on. the roadside, " §
Sente Demrnge have: been: carefully? for the most part, either beach or. pook:.. where T noticed an old lady - perhaps' 3
75 or:80 years old.= hard at work; . -
" reihng her own cigars by the shed next -8
" "door .to-her shack. house. | stepped_
-and we began to chat. Her English was -
“not the best, but it was better than‘my - -
Spanish. The coffee she offered was ~.

. .;"H-".;.:,, ."“' iy
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9% Adrremsmg Feamre

~_you are; try the Amhsa Marina Hotels
.and. Reserls ‘operating for years they. *
carry a “great reputation and don't for--
get 0" check ‘out the windsurfing, "
- some of the best in the world. '

“But Bart Card'is ‘an' edventurer I
l||<e to go and explore the countrvside.

__ext__remely streng, mere pﬂtEﬂt lhaﬂ, :
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"'-'Etahen expresse il centerned a hlnt ef ) b
'+ spice” that"I-couldn't identify. !hreugh s celebrated 'in“several feslwals ‘that:’ .;e slocate ‘many- -excellent bargains-of -~

- the coffee aroma; untli she said it was -
a touch’ of nutmeg. ¢ &b ih e
“Between, srpsl of ceffee, we begen
drecussrng Cigars, ‘and 1 offered her one -
of ' my Cibao's.’In:turn she: presented
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‘Yeu m| t be nterested n an expenence l hed__ recently the n'ew cnulcl feel f ngers lrymg te Irft the Velcm bade ) [; lights souh’of L { Lawrence: 2 north of Eglinto
During a fesueal in Ve!enea:i was targete;i hy pid(podreis ﬂaps as I had my hends ‘in; rny frer;rt. They _tned me twe '
‘ whﬂe in a uery dense ‘aowd. J had on my Tlleys wit_h all f’drfferent ums l lest neth[ngi' R Z

valuables in, tne frent ped{e‘s"end while fighting threegh e -:,;,f : Dr' jeﬁ'_s'carf Gorm!ej{, ﬂntanomn
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ol n Therworld's ﬁnest tm'iéi dething has secret pockeis ﬁeer néat errd dry e breekfasl}“ durebilt mu: end matdr
,::‘;,, “'security podcers step-lnss ped(es plus snerl appearence,a--versatrlily
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me with her’own: venew :After a’cou. whe wsrted Ihe Demrnrr:en fel! in lr:nre nrghmme=-sueh as: the Simon Belwer 3 B

;-h !Il"

ple of puffs she serd net bad" iII Srand stay yed-on: Teday, he ederes both 2 sec'ter*nf ‘the. capital : and. lhe ber:k e B

TR :'--__-.‘-;-_'fhreughl thie-loin of ‘the:tuna back: te = where obvious foreign tourists wearing .
il -_-'underthe Demmr-:an sun{ “-Holland Landrng, and- after-’some. -+ ‘ostentatious jewelry may be targets for- - .~ . g7

 ' “and” enjeyrng e\rery sec: * spices-and blackening ‘on the’ fr,ung - muggers::In"“the Zona' Coloniale: and '

BB ‘thaii just: hot  sun;ifine .
S '_crgers end the hemebet*-
R tled " rum. - Native
Demrnlcen ceekrng com- -
_bines Spanish influences’: . i s
- use--fluorescent”: Irghts o *u'enﬁ,f its. .':'-;-,'ZBrewnmg plstel This" weepen dldnt Pt B
euthentrerty There are also.many-inex- - startle me, since it was a typrcel rsseed
~pensive pieces of pottery and earthen- ' piece: dunng ‘my years:inthe. British " . =~ " §-
--ware made locally, as well as products : - Ammy. As’we traveled- past d{]nkeyg G

““Amber,:and many: beautiful:pieces ‘ofs ¥ precaullﬂﬂ’ﬁ

“fossil resin. However, ‘watchout fer.-'-'.-]_:_r:euntrysrde rny ‘driver: demﬂn‘itrated }.'t"i';'?“-".'-"-f‘-"3-'“'-'{' 1.

“dishes inclide [a bandera -
‘(comprising - white rice; -
8 red beans, stewed mea,-
N salad ‘and -fried - plantain) -
“and.cassava (fried yucca). -
M [ocally - produced beer:: .
% and rum s relatively

_l'jfer the ‘greatest’ proportion’ “of paint-- .,--:";dertmg across: the | road; - We :so0n: Caieed B
ings, _woodcarvings: and* metal :work, - “stopped:and: preceeded on a’ three- I:'_ e K

oAbl s Bart wsrtlng a crgar factnry
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=/and excepﬂnnal style, ‘colotr: and ‘size: epﬁensh
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e tUHHﬂuY-fer-?.yearsﬁ, =.and.t dty oveﬁiigm “”‘l‘ﬂley?rravel Sod<s+{$16) R et

3 4 ' v
PR A e LK } ' _"'a' 1 gy : _
h:..'r_'._-_\. _i-'p- i nu, -u| +.'.i-u.:£,_p 'I:.":J'..' o 1 !r i .Ir'r';.-‘h AR
¥ '} A & - 3 - L -
i r : " el
- iy A 3 i
a3 O e I PR RS s Pl S5 P
*.- & LR e r.; P rlg - B |. T L "

cheap The neirenal musrr: merengue Cenhbeen - the Hertrans Yeu can _-'-;?"

. draw - large ‘numbers’ ef netrenel and “numierous original colourful styies ef e By
mternatrenel musicians: S j palntrngs inall teunst eentres e

“1 devouired the hest funa ef my life: Irf 7" Meanwhile, most areas ere qulte Saere b
lﬂTIE thanks' te a ittle beedr—srde cafe i sefe for: wsrters,r with the noted excepiii il

stumhled upon: The chef was French “tion “of some ‘slims, - [:)erln:l,rlerh,f At

hrs wrfe and ‘the rsland E ectuall streets ‘of: Les Cheramrces in: Sesue

_f_ downtown areas of ‘the: capital;: and:’

g

pan, it was delicious wrth a splesh 0

?

R 5 “But: theres more: te'._:_ ~um and’: a fine Ctbee e e ereund tourist: centree meny hustlers

“the"Dominican : Republrcfi_'“:_;f

“The Demrnicen Repu bhe “is .. may et{empt to’offer their:services: as. ;
'_renewned fer its: Iarge depesrls “of g guides = so° pleeee take the ner:e:*e;arr,r

sl

jewelry featunng this yellewrshbrewn; “On-my Iast venture across: lhe Aol &

plastic -imitations, : most Jewelers will - *his: own_safety:precaution = a’9-mm - S &

“made from seashells and cerel But by -loaded - wrlh mllk urns: and: r:hrckens ;'.;,—‘-;j_-_.;'.f.“'-l"?-’ B

-+ kilometre denkey ride:down'a steep g
"_mountainside to see a spiene‘rd water- -3:-3' e S
“fall. My:guide was a.beautiful 13-year- - -
" eld r[ whe walked a!engsrde my, den
- key:. Whet sterl]ed me,: however;:was -
, '_-:';f_the fact she.was _mekrng this trip e!eng
B <the Sherp recks witholit: eny shnes l'\.fe
i - seen this; befere “of course, but never.:
over-such rough terrain: As | soaked'in”
the -cascading -waterfal,’ 1: thought' ef
lhe ‘Canadian® kids: whe must-have’a’,
+:$150 * pair. ef Nikes; “and+ weuldnt
% dream: et‘ going’. berefeet exr:ept in’ aeaE
Iherr baekyards Back:.in: Bermude, 3 ;'%__1- .
we'd walk over pebbles without shogs =+ i
but that was it.:|'made sure to award: )

-are predu-::ed by the “Arnsts of the

Umy; gurde wrih a: Sillendld tlp fer her _ f-__'_:
efferls pEateRreT ol
What real[y stnkes me eheul lhe

Demln:cen Repub!rr: is' the. happrness ks
i ewdent across the/island: Peoplé are i : 3
}hrgh spirits; With smlles on their. feees“ ol K

- Residents earn; on everege the equiv- -:":._f._
~ B alent of $300 US: per.| month = - they: f} A
- . have barely eneugh money.fo survive; * 4.
75| and still they, arealive; wrth fulf' Ilmeﬁt iy

They simply treasure life:r: rd e

That's what Il remember mest of D
the Demrnrean Repubhc Thet and the® et TI%_;
-_-.'eld Ied smekmg a Crbae crger I tned |
i.;_'.im 1eern le reii myself R G r._-, .r.

-, 5 e B
] .f:' L |
1w &g - 3
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