7 In the sauth enly 9 per cent ef
- the forest remains, most of it in
“young, . isolated -woodlots invaded.
by Manitoba lnaple and uﬂler non- .
= natnre species.” -

~One of the biggest and best pre- -
aerved of. these. woodlots is ‘the -
.Baker Sugar Bush at Bathurst Street
“and- Hwy 7, most of which was
“saved in1999 in a joint effort by the
Ctty of Vaughan, the local eeneerva— -
- tion aumanty and theregion. = -

Its 74 actes have been: nlanaged
fer 180 yeare so it'more or:less has
~ the area’s natural forest cover. But
. Ms Puric-Mladenovicsaid the sugar .-
hush has not really been protected.

It ‘hasbeenleft disconnected
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% ahe ‘has - closely studied :York
Regleua dwmdhng forests - far five
years‘whrle piecing: tagether a his- -
“torical record: of . trees-that ‘once :
grew -here ‘in abundance we can
h Iyunaglne. Slptern e
-When: the: ﬁrst surveyers earne
through and noted the type ‘of trees

-LEe Sgrowing on each’ aettlement lot, Ms
e “;Puric-Mladenovic now believes:85 . &ﬂm other: woodlots, its drainage :
s “ito 95 per cent of the regmn was eev—- . changed and athighway built along -

iy xemd by a-green canopy. - -one side, Ms Puric-Mladenovic said .
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" - five . trailers -selling - homes  in

SRR } f forest,” she said. -
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o only:18 per.cent, most of it very dif- “Woodland: Community,
R ',_‘-'-'__.i_'-.=ferent than what existed here when greunng bES‘dE the bush.
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FRaT hgutieﬂ?ﬁggﬁﬂfggf;ﬁﬂgs_ 3 eluaed furest canopy had been left -
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“Iftakesa menth te hulld a heuse
ur pave aroad but centuriés to grow
‘armature: fereat aald Ma Pune- :
Mladeneme |
e +-She surveyed 200 patehes af far—
_j_:"'.f_ S eat from’1998 to 2000 and -argues
hak the reglun aWthh apansered her’
£ werk Jmust- plan forest pnenues_
N _' nnw forthe next2 200 years. - -
e “Yorks. Temaining ferests are on
lands peeple have not: ‘wanted te
“use for develepment or. agrlculrure
and most of that land is on, or nerth
ef the Oak Ridges | Moraine.” -’
In the north, the forest covers 29
per cent and is more rmxed centm— : --m ature. B A D
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o mg its map of preteeted forest : areas -
o per—eent tree: cover.is. in. tracts ﬂf ~for its" ‘Official 'Plan, is: under prea---

G Jp];nesa plad"tfd dm aﬂthe 192?5 3:} “sure from farmers who want to use
T riart ;1;2 lﬂ'égngagf the Eéélﬁffmai eerub furest" lands for agnculture.
- +‘The'*. ‘Tegion appreved ‘one :

i Pﬁ roduced bleuarl;%aanda tha? rnade farrner’a reclamation: Tequest last ~
Slnegemd?aﬂtissdmi haweaer the “fall, after trees had been ' cut. I.ast

e 2 2 manth it turned: down .two’ ethers
- -.-,-_reglen has not seen any large move- “one of whem wanted to reclaim 10

G Ument ifo ‘enhance; forest cover,’
‘acres in‘a’ premnelaily 31gn1ﬁeant
although there are plantmgs eaeh forest and wetland: - ‘

' jhiira?l{hhﬁldg;eem and CGHSEM' All three “areas are part ef the
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* still time to’ enhanee the forests we -
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“‘whose family | haa beeni in the tewn T

ghtthe lan : :
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mdlgenaua farest trees, wlueh ef

-ral areas.’ :Newmarket:: Reglenal,_.. course, we must protect, ” she stated *

| Ceunelller Diane Humemuk how-

ever, said she will‘meet: mayera of -
. East’ Guallnnbury, Georgina, King -

-' and . Whitchurch-Stouffville  to’ dis-: -

“cuss a policy to allow reclamation.-

“I'believe there 'is a difference .
: .aeres of farmland in’ the reglen, _
‘driving up. the. price. Farmers can't

betweeu the vegetation that grows

‘back on such farmlands that may be
-in the form ef serub or bueh Versus

< -'remuv

in‘awritten response. A reclamation ‘-
- policy must prevent non-agricultur- - -
-al develepment and that “srgmﬁeant
forests or:treed areas would net be::

L ahe added.
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farm theu‘ awn marglual landa, Sﬂldi';':' B
Sedore, ia’ Georgina farmer .~

smeeth_e 1830s.; 2 e
“Mr. Sedore used’ ta eut hay en;._ s
the ‘back of his wife’s property-near -
erlew Beaeh ‘land “low and.a. it
“wet” that now: has degweed and’ ik
peplar standing 20 feet tall. " L
-Its: prapesed new. O uezal Plan R A
weuld reelasalfy large areas of

.-est than any. other in the reglun as .
: Mr
Sedure aard he thmks farrners wﬂl
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mg, you can't go out into that field- - - = ..
,-and touch those trees,". rsaid M oo Fi s
Sedei'e, who! aug'gested ‘the town -
“ start:a cenaervancy fund to give'its -
“farmers’ fair value: for-land. they
- won't be able to’use. Othenmse he -
“argued, "they’re trym 10 steal aur
land without: paying forit”: :
The 'region ‘needs‘a eemplete
plan for its natural areas and to ask
. questions abeut where its * ‘greening -
«strategy” . is” headed; : said: 'Paul -
Harpley, . president: of the Suuth
“Lake Simcoe Naturalists club and a
“memberof a reglenal forest.adviso:
ry panel "We haven t seen that yet 4
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