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EDITORIAI.
G sly crimes part

of everyday ly“e

Dnes the front page nf ynur cnnnnurnty:..?, '

HEWSp aper scare ynu?

I’uhhsher- Ien Preudfeer
Edrtnr in Cl'uef' Debora K’eﬁy
I)nacter of Adverttstng, Debra WeHer
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-The sub]ect matter tne nften lately has been' :

: __Inurder or sudden death

oA Zl—year-n]d Anrnra man whese bedy;.' N e
was found in a small grove of pine treeSonan - |- .-
upscale Whttchurch Stnnfﬁnlle cul de-sac x et

- died of gtmshnt wounds:
" «’AToronto: pehce 0

wnh second-degre
_lechmend Hill beekkeeper Linda Mariani.

ficer has been charged =)
ee -murder in’the death of ',

- e'A 24-year-old Musselman’s Lake.man wa‘s'
stabbed to death.atafield: party Fnday ntght in.-

Uxbndge Tewnshrp Iesse Owen Gray was-3 s
.buried yesterday: - pRed IR

3 :. e The trial: ef feur penple charged nath__,-_ .‘
i S lqlhng Markhams ‘Maria Wong continuesin a |
g Newmarket court, cnmplete with grtsl}r detatls

The common, ‘unsettling | link?.

- Allfour deaths are murclers ancl a]l fnur tn nk
place here in suburbta el

-“This isn'ta hrgh—crnne area.

Its probably part of the reason Yﬂu cnnse ,tﬂ 2'-*.:.' Liberal leader - cheapens

“You 'didn’t‘mgve-heré ‘to- have bedtesfi‘:}} ( .feducenen, May 30.

clutnped at the end-of your cul-de- -sac or to-
ﬁnd out the woman down the street was killed. " - | -

Accnrdmg to statistics from 2001;in general - |
tenns, York . Regten appears. tobea haven for:

meve here or continue lnang here. .

" law-abiding citizens, but it depends nn whtch
set of figures is reviewed.

Cnmpared to" other muntctpaltttes, fer_:'
mstance York: Reglnn fared: better in ‘the |

tional kings ° th st n the
: national’ ran ngs anl agarn a0 rn .of. the" Queen: Mother during the. Secnnd

o Werld War to demonstrate courage:

B

Ontane |
“Ina cnmpansen w1th cities snch as Calgary

Edmnnten Montreal and Halifax, York Regmn

-had the lowest incidence of Criminal Code vio- - |

lanens in beth 1999 and 2000

There were 38;180° cnnnnal wnlattens {nnt_' -
ceuntlng traffic.charges) in 2001, cempared to.

35,576 in 2000. That represents a 7. S-per-cent

“increase:-Taken ‘on- the basis’ of crimes ‘per--|.”
e gt esty, etnpathy, falmess, initiative, persever- L

+.100,000 pepulatlnn, hewever the 1ncrease is:. |-
(il ance, integrity, courage, and optimism. "

A nnly 1.5 per cent.:

Such’ variances leave the average clnzen
wendenng ‘whether: theré’s \more or. less-- .

chance of being a.victim of crime.’

But when they see lelCE tape cerdnntng off 1
areas of their netghbenrhend _they knew.r i
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LETTERS TO

Schoo!s can t be strong |f students
and teachers don t feel safe :

Re: Opzmen celumn by Debere Kell}t :

ef charecrer

1-believe character educanen nntst be

S -'-'-_-'_taught in all Ontario schools. -

‘Character education means: the teachrng

"l ef values is woven 1nte the curriculum: In/an
~English ‘class, ‘students n:nght be: asked to-
. -write about their goals to teach perseverance. ;-
oA bnsmess ‘class might -include a case:.:
i study ‘where the employer- demnnstrated
5 henesty A Instery class might discuss the rele

" The York: Region District. Scheel Beard

whtch has an excellent character educannn

' prngram consulted with its school cnmmu— .
nity — parents students and the wider ¢ cnm—
| munity —to cnm e u p nath a h st ef 10 cere i ntust ‘rémember that: tntelhgence is ‘not

! -_‘values

These tnclnde respect I'ESpﬂIlSlbl]lt}’; hcn- -

- These are universal values everynne can

: 'agree on. Under my plan, this process would .
‘ be followed in all school boards in Ontario.

- The key goals of character education are

! :'hlgher academic achievement,: enhanced_

:‘_. S
-

THE EDITOR

efthe cnrrtctﬂurn R R T St g, ot
- The ‘benefits . ef character edncannn are -
clear Schools with' character education pro- -
~duce students with better behavtnur, better -
-academic performance, and" better-morale. -
» They. haveless. tardiness,. Iess truancy andr'f';_
_fewer dlsctphne problems. i el i
Readtng. writing and tnathemattcs are the"'_-j'
mnst Ltnportant thmgs our schools téach. ‘But. |

~schools’ can't:be ‘academically. strnng lf nur_'.,;f;_z
Fenlie present IIH.ISIC, garnes ‘and. teactung
~That's why I-have; called fnr video surveﬂ— sl

stuclents and teachers dent feel safe

lance cameras'to help keep intruders: eut of

"= Our. schnels, schenl ‘safety. hnthnes and

mandatery ~anti= bull},ang .programs.:-
. Character: educannn is part, nf thlS Ontario’*
- Liberal: plan tn make eur schnels safer and

strnnger

:Some peeple are arard te ta]k about char- o

acter education and teachmg values, ‘butlam
“not. “Martin’ Luther ng, Jr. once said:. “We

A S ennugh Intelhgenee plus character — that Is*

the goal of true educatten s R
' Iwantto ensure  all' our ch]ldren are prewd-

d ‘with'“true® educatte . as envlstened by .
Marnn Lutherl(ln‘g‘, Jo SRR e
-~ The most important. thing we can dn fnr
“our families and for our future is to improve -
~public education. We must work with educa-
“tors to ensure our scheels are beth safe and

crnne lives in our.communities. " '_-etnpleyablltty and safer schools. S F‘“g . R shabl s Tl e o
~And that is a fact of life:~—and death-— fer o I believe schools must help ‘instill disci-- | DALTON McGUINTY
: manyank Regtnn resldents oy P phne in our young people by teachmg values LEADER OF THE ONTARIO LIBERAL PARTY
A L ANt ey el T e e e and respect for nthers as a: tnant:later},r part o MPP FOR OTTAWA S{JUTH
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. 1 Stnuffnlle Tﬁbune published esew Thursdss and Saturdsr. Is one cf the- Metmlsnd Fﬂnﬂng. Fuh!ishing snd L
] " StouffvilleTribune -+ - * StOUﬂ:V]]le Tﬂbune Distributing Ltd. group of newspapers, which Includes the Ajax/Pickering News Advertiser,- Alliston’ Herald/Courler, x|
welcnntes}rnur letters. All % ggsr:ecamance. Bsrg;s Bay This Week, Boiton Enterprisé, Brampton Guardian, Burlington Shopping News, Burlington -
B E e S T e - ity. Parent, Collingwood/Wasaga Cennesﬂnn, East York. Miror, Erin Advocats/Country’ Routes, Etobicoke
»submissions must be less than - - Seneng rhe cemmumty smce 1 883 . Guardian, lamborough Post, Georgetown Independent/Acton Free Press; Kingston This Week, Lindsay This Week, .- |
400“““15 and mustinclude a sl - ** Midland/Penetanguishéne Mimor, Milton Canadian Champlon, Milton Shopping News, Mississauga News, Newmarket- " .
daynme te[ephnne number, ‘ = = .+ Aurora, Georgina Era-Banner, Northumberland News, North York Mirror, Oakville Beaver, Oakville Shopping News, |-
-name and address. The. Ej n = _~Orillla . Today, - Oshawa/Whitby/Clarington/Port * Perry - This : Week, : Peterborough - This - Week, - Richmond |
nmpaper mm the “Eht [0 , 1.:_-.} u — mn:gg?’auw UH’EIEI SCﬂmﬂrﬂUﬂ'l M!I’Tﬂf. S!nuﬂsl’lle Tﬂhﬂﬂﬂ, Tﬂdﬂfﬁ Sﬂﬂfﬂﬁ,m,ﬁ Tlﬂ'ﬂ.lﬂ-ﬂ Bl'ld C‘W ﬂf L
P“bhﬁh'?['lmp“b]ﬁhﬂ“dm 'Mditﬂoalﬂﬂanhﬁ ﬂm:hPressl:mﬁl e o e e Bt PR "ﬂ _ 1 F Set AT A
‘editfordlafityandspace. -, ¢} Dl S el s ~__ o B R e G
© . Wite: Letiers to the Emtur.,,_ e Sai'ﬁ”" ' "t mm : Phﬂne‘ (905) 294-aasu Classnﬁed. e Dlstributmn "'{ ;
s oA Hetage R,y L g * Subsiponates byl 1y -$69.55 ’W“""'“ o+ 11 Fas(ﬁlos) 794-1538 1—800-743-3353 27 (sos) 294-8244
L Markham DnLlEP1M3_ i oo npage
e e TR SR T - L e 3 dut:ihmian@ecnnnnm -‘.'7_- '
Emstl !sttsrsﬁemnsunesm._’ ol e = i e .L . T T T A R
S sad i .‘ P IUSY ILR L IR ;1--.:-1 s s':s tJ S .':, L300, *h:h,,‘,_ ‘. ;}_“;”;“:*' ¢ T I_I'_,':.':;_{v'.*i- ST

RS0 ) & Saturclays a- ﬂeet of : abnut 5{) H:
schnnl buses plck up ch:ldren arnund
O Brnnldyn three timeés'a’ day and bnng

theﬂ?, EﬂCk to.the wareheuse fer a lnud-a ;
‘ér, more elaborate version of ‘the - pre- '

|- ~1n NewYerk, I can't watt te see what lt

. - 5 TELEPHONE
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Dave Teetzel ._ _'

Yogz Bear hel ps
hzgh -risk kzds one
szdewalk at a nme

.

I ] ]
%ﬂmmnﬁﬂ -

'|

n a cinud nf dry ice: and a burst nf
lasers a-Darth Maul:like'character .-
bursts on to the ‘stage. brandjshmg_
- - hislight sabre to destrny“the code”.

~.A‘hero.clad in. white storms in the 2
back door. “You're fergetnng one thmg, : j' ;
~“he 'tells'the villain, as he wades toward -
- him threugh the children packed in: the
alsles “You’re messin’ with Brnn.klyn'"

- This is Sunday school: .~

~I'm-in‘the’ ceurtyard ef a: prnject 1n
Queens pitching to-a“lineup: of: eager
bnys, when a kid who looks like an eight- -
year—eld Derek Jeter cranks my sissy-lob- - .
- ball through the tree,:over. the: play— 2
greund equipment-and ifito a fenced:.
:area. By the time-I:reach the’ ball, a httle
tyke is holding it up to'me; a, big: gnn nn
hts face. “You Yogi Bear?”:he asks.

_-Well; yes: For:a: few. da}rs Jast: week I
and four other:leaders at’ Kesnack Kldz
Club were. hnnnraerngt Bears:: i

““Yogi Bear is:what everynne ini New
Yerk calls Metro” Mlntstnes Sidewalk
~“Sunday school. Runfrom' a -couple’ of -
Brnnldyn warehnuses, Metro: ‘Ministries
presents the. gnspel tn chlldren in every
cerner ofthe city: = |

“Vans® decnrated wtth cartnnn bears e
pu]l up.in parks, hnusmg prejects and
rnadstdes The slde panel npens nut tn
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gram (ntcludmg the StarWars skit). "

“More imp t:n'tantl}lgr the. workers wstt
every child involved;’ eﬁ‘enng love: and
enceuragement to the whole famﬂy

'+ Kidz Club leader- Patty’ Lohnés; Terry
Ptebble, Pat O’Neﬂl .Sara’ Webster and:
- myself:'were’ in" ‘New York: fnr n'au'ung
becanse our Georgina program is: based
on ' thé Metro Ministries curnculum

- There’s: no questten the phys:cal
enmremnent in: Geergma is-a“far: cry R
ft'em the roughest corners-of New York.:"

:But when the. school boards' try to" -
explam Geergmas censmtenﬂy low test
‘scores, they: talk-about social factors = P h _.
thmgs like not’ gett]ng breakfast, broken . _-? : |
- families or parents who aren't involved. * S
in their children’s lives: Those: facters
were far more obvioiis in ‘NewYork.. -

~The'folks kibitzing on trucks in New
Yerk let"the " children know they .are’
. loved; valued and- capable of mﬁmtely
“.more than the ghetto has to offer.

Do they. respond?; Well Thad a ﬁve-
year-nld boy: board my schnnl bus ﬁom
“.the foulest smelling street corner Tvee ever: - j e |
e:q:enenced he attached ‘himself.to my v, B
“arm,.stayed with 1 me tlnnughcut hispre-’ ..
sdlenlclass and never stopped srmlmg, S

Iust because someone cared. .-j_jhj '

~ Ifthis sunple tdeacan transfonn lwes G
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