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€s'in two  years;’ ‘when’:
B ke the i nal four - tires
boioaas ““snake  off ;i the final -
§ S B a.‘g:: assembly line’: once’:
s and f_nr all, a little town' nestled ‘on' U.S."
'20 between Ashtabula -and:: Nerth

Madlsen will shed a cellectwe tear and

ey feree a'reluctant smrle. e
o Geneva, Ohio is. net celebrated in-
. the same respect as: Detroit is for being -
- the: birthplace ‘of Henry Ford:and the "
autemnblle Or-even the way EllIS, Kan.:

-is: for-being 'the beyhded heme ef
Walter P Chrysler

1353 Lecated on: the seuthern edge ef

Lake Erle and in enly a few square krle-
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weekend ln September and culmmates

rn tl'-e erewnlng of Miss: Grapette
Only 6 470 lwe there One legend

ence did.: B TR
Ransern E Olds was bnrn |n June
ef 1864 10; months: after Ford. Son of
" machinist: Plrny Olds; ‘Ransom meved
hls famrltyr te Lansmg, Mlch., and even--
brle pleneer wrth cars such as ‘the'RE. O
and the’ (Dldsmeblle ‘But’ not befdre call- -
-ing® that little - Ohio: town" heme ‘not..
befere*takmg what he learned ina small
part ef Amenea and applyrng |t te every

car he ever burlt R

ol j’. .lds was a cemmen man whe
- Vi weuld forever: cnnader the ‘common
f =l folk when he set out to:build:affordable
| transportatlen for the:masses::He. was
| someone who never ferget his rnnts no .
! -~ matter:how: much his: dream’ was real
ll'.;f:"""" "'ii'ed And: G)lds was a dréamer- -

-i-‘ “'aThe ayeungest ef ﬁve chtldren he

......

: -':’l:'l'-'".--':-'ﬁ.-'-'f r_zeheres at l‘IIS father 5 busmess When

@lds turned. 21 he was: se adept hrs
father mad_e l‘lIITI a partner -

e soseiThe yeungest Olds was: a3 trnkerer A
thlnker and an mventer ln hrs lrfetrme,

""-t"-"'\-c‘-l"l'ﬂ e

""englnes By 22rkhe would: have'’his: ﬁrst

il T

~“automobile ‘on: “the: read.i hauthree-:.‘-t"--

wheeled steam pewered car: Fnur years ;.
~later;: he"d build: a”ther a: larger model ::
$4t}0 The car, was: shupped to.India,’ but
" itended up at the bottom of. _the ecean
the shrp sank on the" way. there.:.
" 2" Ten years later, after. tolllng areund
rn hrs father’ S shep and perfectlng a'self- -

: ter' Olds” businéss began to roll.::
P Internal—cembustlen engrnes were
: beglnntng to flourish and. Olds: wanted -.
“to:be on. the cutting: edge By 1884
wlth his: thlrd vehlcle already built,: gas .
-'"qmekly running:. ‘the world and- the::
£ }Duryea brothers- selllng their first auto-
" ‘mobile :in: Amenca ‘the: Olds': Metor

G ?_'}-_Vehrcle Cempany was formed

e Working sout s of - ‘his fathers dld

sl :{f‘machme shop,’ the young automotive -

Q -J,

i--""";f.wrzard was in rnetrnn That year he seld
““four‘cars. ‘Soon he - would:have the first
.' 'i.f.':';car factdry ‘and weuld ber:eme the first -
;ito use;an’ aute assembly Ilne But he

needed help ..... iy

......
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Ileff fnend _Olds turned the Olds

Motor.f.Vehtcle ‘Company .into;; Olds

MdtdF \ "'drlié'threell,fears later, moving

mla "1'1- J-:"'-gr

the business, to’ a plant on East Jefferson ;-
”L_,'ﬁ’e:a‘ll Detrerts’*BeIle lsle Brrdge
bec_ernmglthe first. to‘manufacture: cars

-ln* the: crty that Ferd

‘famous. . -

LA After, severaL unsuccesgful_;mnde_lsm
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he wnuld*earn 3{} patents, the: fi rst fer a: ,uweuld fall whlle Qld

whreh he seld 0 a; ‘British, company fer,_ and trucks untrl 1975 He' weuld alscr

prepelled carriage’ that would run: bet— .

weuld later make !
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Olds htt rthbrg. But |t almest wasn t. In

1901 a f‘ ire burned the cempany tb the i _ _' o

whlch )
ﬁrst mass-preduced vehlcle.

- After a move back to Lansrn_g,_ Dlds = a- s
had the idea to’ rnake the’ floor . of : h,5 7|3

riew _car ‘curve_up -to ‘form ‘the: dashe

“‘board.-The t.tehu:le,r featunng a- seven-: “t ——

hersepdwer srngle—cylrnder engine wrth
“two  forward “gears ‘and _one reverse,
weuld tep 20 .mph: and wnuld be. the
f' rst to wear, the Oldsmebrle name. :
The Curved—Dash was- an: lmmedl--. :
“ate - hit,  the first real success. Lameng
cemmercrally sold U.S. medelsf.VElu
-“was key,-as was: the: ablllty to turn: eut 5
quahty preduet It weuld sell fer $625,
~“which would remain the same pnt:e fer
the 'seven-year lrfe of the car.
/Olds'sold 425 the first year and b'y”
1905 ‘more - than’ 6,500 = dramatrc:

numbers fer the time. And usrng much
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““of. that - Geneva-learned “ingenuity; : he#

'.

‘-..-

,h.

weuld help make these a musthave.”
- If the fire didn’t g give Olds eneughﬁ
publrcrty, he -would - also’. dream upq”’:“
~musical ]:ngles ‘hire fameus peeple fer: L
prnmetlens and even dn some: thrngs =
Hrs c:reatwe ad campalgns were

.....

seme ef the ﬁrst te use ‘race-car: drwers
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fdr largescale premetlens In1901, he e

- ‘asked “driver Roy ‘Chapin-to. pllet an
.lds from’ Detrett to New: York: for. the
~auto.ishow. -In" what: ‘would be ‘the
Iengest trip’ taken by-a; vehlele to that -
point, it took’ Cha]:un one week to'get to-.
":Manhattan:Olds was there;in: ‘the lobby
ef the Walderf Astena te meet hrm w:th
a hug anda; smrle i

The next year Glds teek the wheel
hrmself raelng agamst Alexander
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agreed onthe : ‘company’s.’ direction .~ s Ty |
*Smith wanted luxury cars, Olds:. wanted RS
everyday vehreles and by:1904, they b At e ol
-had parted -company. Smith’s lixo-rides “&] INIEVI ol ESERR S
,_ ) éfwbuld be prcked e A B .:_ e b JaH i B
Up by Wl[lf m::C.-Durant’in 11908 in; B S L e 5PD am:{mﬁ.r.t.‘%’:' l;
what weuld beeeme General Mdters | A . 44 eeewnenm CONDITION ™. &k
The rest was’ histery K - f ik
“0lds; wduld form the REO Meter 3 - j ;
Car Ct::rnn:rarr],rth whrch weuld build ears~' {es Neee |t o S
“starta- ;power.. Iawnmewer busrness,. ., T
another invention all -his - ewn, and he i e
~would dabble in secuntres and real (R e Sl o B oo Toay - T S
estate s : Sl b t-:""":'".raﬁ LGADED  TOURING MODEL. " SO | v/ AUTO. LEATHER, - SRR Eh
O[dg dlEd |n ‘]950 at age 86 H ||-,Dn..r I "+SILVER.:" " F"ULL"r' LGADED ELAGK Wy T s~ SIL"-.FER ON BLAGK . *,'E-:,
rcally abeut the“ ttme his: dnce-preud ' t
prdduct began to turn stale at General l- i
Mnters Ultrmately, a lack of sales'(and |- | T fanh o
~lack’ of creatwlty) rnade | _e"f;_f_j bt ! e BAS AL &
Oldsmebrle a.dinosaur. - R SR TP ] - ) G
In.spite of this: seemingly unf‘tttng S e t AT R e e BT L
turnabeut Olds’ cars would be the first. |; -'-f"';&“wrﬁ’éﬁﬁ”d‘é’é' tﬁtN : 5211356 o $13,383 | 20008, L‘D‘”‘”E“I"’E 5211355 oy
+10 have' automatic transmissions. They.: |s}  ~suacks: . T4 I/ | SUPE“ CLEAN: 2O || LEATHER, SLIDER.: : ey
weuld eventually carry: the world’s first | s it R s :
“air.bag.-And they would have loyal fol- - 3 H
lewers most of whem were- dffended """""""" g
““when GM tried to revive the brand wrth i
‘the “Not. Your  Father’s  Oldsmobile’" A B
campatgn Ydunger buyers drdnt get rt =  prAEN. i
anywa ; _ e A bS89
"“‘E;’ 2004, the cars of which Olds 3 I aareeeat .,.?15,555 e
dreamt will be gene, ‘and so will the tra- - ;_,'s-;: Sk o B

drtren ‘of firsts: achreved by the® quret

_rt.'-rl"""l-..q'.

rnventer frem Geneva. [ i s -
..M Jason; ‘Stein. is a feature wnter :
and the edrtor ' of Wheelbdse &
Commumca tions’ Race Week’ 'Fa"cfng
"page.’}'He""can - “’be: reaeh_ed at::
;stern@wheelbas'eeb"m”'com_,

i “TH

: Wheelbase C emmumeatrens supplres 4
automot‘rve news and features to news-

.l':"'-'I e '.‘-
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