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Durrng the early part ef the cler:adeJr perferrh'anee CArS. 17
would be hot; although perhaps:n6 otas fast'or quick as they s
_were at the peak of the. Musr:ler:ar era in 1970 And by the Lo
mrd—'l 970s, it would'all. be over. 7 i

. The second-generation Camare made ltS debut earl in -
1970 (production problems: delayed the’ mtreductren) W|th
- much acclaim from the:automotive press, a buff new, bed
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“and an all-new. high- perfermance 1970 1 /2 (remember |
waa late) 2/23 package. - .. SNE S

- The first-generation. Zs rntreduced in the fall ef 1966
had carved ‘out their-‘own niche with the famous 302 VB
- engines; ‘which made them Iegal (and:necessary) for.Trans -
£ Am racing. By 1970, a change in the Sports Car Clu_b of
ﬁmertca (SCCA) rules allowed destrek:ng larger engines to
““meet the 305-cubic-inch limit: N6t only did it mean Chrysler
ceule make its-hew 340-powered Challen’gefs and’ ’Cudas
meet.

cernpetltten guidelines, but Chevrolet no longér rieed-
Sed it

he high-rewing, seft—en-terque 302 on ‘the’ street.:
' “Instead; the Bowtie boys took advantage of the rules change
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Sl ; and. 5wrtehed to -a hew, streetfriendlier: 350-cube*motor -
FoEaE B | K : (whtch they destroked fer racing) that'made 360 hersepew---.f-- 2 ._'-_;_f
AN RO F ; “‘er and the Z/28 a lot more fun to drive. The engine (th& infa- - - _- ,
g ] W . ~mous:LT1).was pretty much’the same as the orie: pewenng 8
2L the Cervette that year altheugh the’ ‘Vette rnade ID more
B by S i lt came wrth a feur—barrel earbureter H 1] eempres- il
S e fie T _"-ﬁsren ratio, plus-all the ‘performance goodies found'in: the !
N R S i - Chevy parts bin‘— solid-lifter ’camshaft; heavy-duty radla- -:3:
A e - tor, dual exhaust, and, since the Z concept was always as 24
e PR -much about: handhng as it was horsepower,’a specral per—-f ety

R “formarnce: suspension’ censnstrng ef Iarger sway bars a_nc_:l_ i

ORI B beefler springs..; Rl 1

e p ‘The'LT1:in the ’70; 1 /2 Z/28 made mest ef the eng rnea 3y

1S Pt in: the Chevy lineup:green with envy, nght down:to: the 250 _ t

IS s t:ublc-mch mitne six-cylinder that found:its way.into.a sur-" 5

1 Paenen “prising number of models of Chevy’s svelte-leeklng ceUpe | f.-"i

(R PR The only. thlng with more moxy:(at least:in:terms:of -peak:- :._j'-'-;".-__.:"j'[

JBBas Byt numbers] was the 375 hersepewer 396 avariab!e fer ’70 S

PR B igRat e Standard equrpment on' the 2/28 alse mctude -'a re'ar f

e SI?J,DIIE:r a’'special gauge package; power disc:brakes, j![mlted- T

P MG ~slip.rear. axle and.a:Muncie: four-speed. 'manual transmission: . .. 5
G R R ;..-;. tAnd fﬂr the ftrst trrne yeu ceuld get a 2/28 wrth an; aute- S
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R Py Cempared___te the 1969 medels thernew_t;ar_ was: gwen
S P A cemplete face-lift; with: a_square, egg—carteh 'grllle,r and:a’
B Eirare il wrder lnnger feetprrnt_ The basic: chassm weuld remaln th' ?':';; .
B BN “same. threu h.the 1981 model’year. - o & 0 i ainsien oo

:Young dnvers fellin love wrth the ear wnth !ts fresh new _____

e RERER R Ieek and; ‘great. 1andhng r:harar:tensttcs., But, storm: cteqd_s ’
IR (o nul appeared on the’hotizon in’the form of ‘gasoline shortages : - ':{F'-E
o e e QSRR ““and tougher.pollution regulations: The day_s .fgr h![ﬁ_ ”61: it

SN ‘ ; tle sma![ I_:g!gck seercher?were _humhe"r‘ o BT R e ;:'5'5 el '_,I |
ol . RSy . The very next year-saw'a reduction:in: the cempressmn ey {-
S e S e T :;ar-»--"“ AT rattes ‘of all: GM’s. perferﬁ'tance engines.:The Z/28's: peufer 5
':**?";'—f;i‘l* . T e ""'dtpped_te 330-By 1972, GM changed its rating system fr'?jﬁ] .

el R B L P e ‘gross” to ‘net’ (pewer wuth all -the accessories-ho oked up’;

e s artcl running) ‘and horsepower. sagged t0255, altheugh |t
§oo fEinn B ‘was essentlally the’ sa'me" engune The generat:en gap was _
i ceolEEE S beglnntng to show. A 1
PR Pl e S Mere";:iewer-rebblng rneves Iay in stere m 1973 as the
’% S o alummum intake, the solid- lifter cam’and the Holley earb
S e B s . 0 R s e ~were:taken away. Horsepower fell to'245, ant_:l the move -

e bl - was on.to turn the brash street raeer tnte a ce fy, beu[e--

T vard cruiser:” i e s R

o B To.‘meet teugher U S.r crash test—leglslatlen,‘,the enee

RSN Eevied o sperty Camaro ‘took-on:a’ beefier look:in"1974, as the car.

o G ~.grew in size: and. wetght but: remained: with basrca!ly the

e B “same power. The new: look ' (especially. the-~wrap—areund

R by ~ back window: that increased ‘rear visibility) ‘was" ‘met. with- o

e By “lackluster approval: and: sales suffered.;,:The 2/28“’ ackage

1S el was ‘cancelled and the enee r*rt'ratfhlar Peny CaF Wég:,hgi.
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ey medel rather than merely;as/an-option: ﬁackage”‘ﬁ‘:tlgj 2:this .

ol R - time, the:car-had become:a‘paper tiger. It:still hagl.J,the',___E‘gSO

; T engme, ‘but power: barely scratched:the200- mark..g“geti'untll
I By #1993 did the. 2/28 with the: rébirth’of the'LT:1:designation, - :
i B e | - rega_ln some . of: it’s: flrebreathmg glory. By then,: Dlgee v,ras $
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