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&8 I learned later why — tt’e the weed
2 --'people burn for cuekmg and’ heaﬂng
3 their homes; as-only the rich living in

To me; the scent of ﬁreweed was a. -
5 ‘.le.etmg, even comforting, first impres-—
& sion of a land so outside-my realm of.

T mmee e SRR G o Gn, T R - disabled adall - experience it was hard at tlmes tﬂ

believe I was actually there.
. “We- are - in - Africa!” repeeted Kyra
Hoggan, a reporter from Alberta and my

- It was the same for me. Unreal.

.-dren in rags and disabled heggere only
steps away from the hotel, in a sponta-

- far away, in a culture we didn’t under-
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. cities have the luxury of eteetnelty in

2 two-week travel companion, at least five

“times that first.day: I know how ehe felt i and cattle, farmers walking to and from

‘But when we were ewamtecl by chil- - _babies on their backs and, occasionally, -

.- well-dressed office or hotel workers.

neous but soon aborted tour around the -

- block; we faced reality. We were in a land - limits or cross walks. Few stop'signs and

- The capital city, Addis Ababa is | __
roofs sit_next. to. debilitated and djrty
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There are no marked lanes, epeed

eeven fewer traffic lights control only the
bueteet intersections. They jﬂkﬁ the't"lf

UIIIE to thmw out the car. = 5
~ Ramshackle huits with eermgeted t" .

" office buildings and stores. Women line - -
“the "roadside; -‘hunkering close to the =
greund where they sell whattheycan— = . -~
grass for animal feed or hut roofs; ﬁre-- b _- el
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mdlepeneehle plastic water jugs. e
“Those selling bnghtly—eeleured plae-;a_ 21
ﬂe bowls seem better off. The many more - -
ee]hn thin sticks of wood from their tiny;, .
r:lepletecl plots’ of land,: often le_eeted-‘z--i_ i,
" dozens of kilometres away, are not. - ;
‘We are told-to ignore the beggars, but 5
-women: in ripped:and. ‘mud-stained
elethee, ‘hands ‘gesturing: desperately
. ‘towards a baby’s:open.mouth, are hard
to resist. We hand.over a few:coins. We
" know /it ' means. httle, meybe that tme
baby wunt be hungry today. -
‘The women are: ettmnmg, but thelr
~dark, exotic beéauty: is too- eften marred
b}f dirt and exhaustion, or worse, by the:
chronic malnutrition endemic: across the
eecnnd-peereet country in the wo rld
-The squeals ¢ of children playnng seccer
ee und the same as t[te],r do athome. O:ﬂy
" theball is made of grass Or rags -and most.:
piey in.bare feet beeeuee they.donthave:
~shoes; Sometimes they make eheee from" -
- old " tires.> We : heard: about:a: primary--
~schoolina nearby village wtueh reqmred
Call ‘children- to‘have: footwear — eeverel
~showed ‘up_in- “donated.. mnter bet}te e
leely from Ca.nada T think to myself. o
We breught bege ef Canadlene w1th
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we etepped trymg te henc:l them eut te
milege children. -
“The ‘bigger: enes weuld greb lteme
“away frem the smaller klds -who weuld
then ‘cry. It was: clear ‘our visits’ were.* e
a]ready d.leruptwe the laet thmg we S

We left the: glfte w1th the Cenadlen

Intematmnal Develepment Ageney

~office in: Adche The etaﬁ there wﬂl put

them to geed use:: i ‘
. While: most: peeple we met hecl et

least a few wnrds of Enghsh (est::ema]ly i

the children:—= "meney, money, sister” - " .. "

“or“hi! hil”)’ we requtred tre.nslatere most -

pleeeewemelted Some were very geed S S

Othere were not.:: gt G ;_'
“Atan elementary echeel m R LValley,

seuth of Addis, we tried talking:to a few,. - i

“of the'children. T eeked an e:ght—yeer—eld

bey ‘what-he’ liked ‘most:about school:
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' The translator replled “He likes: lee_rnmg

<~ about hygiene.": Please. He did ne't sey
that The kid’s elght And aboy:. ¥
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