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- ~ Four decades later, the allure hasn t faded For, years she
-She rede the stereetype ef parade queen aIl the way to her was the most recegnrzable fi gure Ina maledem:nated spert
_persenai Victory Lane: and spun’ the tnequahtrea of the day /a queen am{]ng kmgg Fgr racrng, ghe was the rcrng gn the
mte an rceneclastlc status. . ... T ,cake s o - -

But, in the, E“d Linda Vaughn the buxern bEﬁUtY queen 3 Twenty—f' ve years age, auther Jerry Bledeee descnbed it
' 'ef the racing scene, the one who could turn more heads ata best when he wrote that an appearance by Vaughn atalocal
race track than a 10-car pileup; was srrnply linda:: - <0 R ek made giimy ‘mechanics: “stand 'in awe, ‘made-, them
. To her fans, she was the sweetheart of stock car raclng punch one another in the ribs and giggle like little beys g
.. and every other form of hersepewer that involved a heavy . Wherever Vatighn’s trail would turn, crowds would gath-~
right foot. To her friends, she was a shy-girl 1 from Dalton, Ga., j_er grewn men would turn-into’ teenage boys, and teenage
el o-who EﬂJﬂYEd seuthern Cﬂﬂklﬂg: Wﬂtﬂ" Sk“”& ihE Rﬂ“tﬂg - boys weuld ~wcrnder hew they ever. watched Vrctc:ry Lane
el Stenes and hard work er i d ~without her. . - -

-3 . With a golden Jump suit, srx—mch heels and an abahty to . “When she walked into a-room, sard jen Lundberg AuiE
% work a track like it was her living room, Vaughn was to racing iengt:me friend’ and writer fer draghst cem‘ "’yeu ceuld feel
61 what: “Junior: Jehnsen beer and T—shrrts were te summer '-'5.r;the earth mg\.re 7 e i
T -.-‘,-'“Saturday afterneens G AR SRR 2 ¥She had a presence that made her very specral Wt

. She was: weny, draped rn a checkered ﬂag, makrng a'_,.'_-lf . And she knew it from’ the start o ety
4 HE name for herself as ‘Miss Hurst Gelden Shlfter then. using her . After an unguccessful career as a dental techntclan eut
k] '; ' _'-;_name as a platferm tD speak out on’ 155UE‘5 ShE hE‘]d dEﬂI‘ ' 3-""Df hrgh schc}crl 1\.faughn QUICkI’y’ d:scevered she was better in
g PIA tr ﬂth queen but’ 59 mUCh mere e ' "’frcrnt ef the spotlrght than pﬂrntrng Gne at ethers At 18, fe!
Eil "MY Frﬁt |0‘*-"E ﬂffﬂi!‘ WEIS with Arner ICElﬂ CHFS and SEI" is,” Iewlng the: enceuragement ef some frrends she wen ”Miss
s PRI Atlanta Raceway in Just her secend pageant dlSpIayrng her

--l-‘_‘Hw.wm“h‘lﬂl{ﬁwiﬂﬁh;h:;'r_: B S

b e

v ’ = - ——— . o e g g S A, 1 Sk e RS, = T oL e e e
T i = e o A, ST R T = e S e e e U TS i
. " : ] A, T . 3 L frari gk M v yonl mi 'l . P T - ¥ i i
: ; ey L % T 1 I S T o T [P T e
1 9 . 1 | ; ] T n
i .

i T i ]
L - L. r -
L] - e

"

B e 1
' ." a :“. r . i T
-. . L - 2
S L PSR A,
. .
- 4 1.

-

Eni o
4 DR =l el TR B N
l- 1 T .}
Kl AW = [t p Vg 2 o

gl

scruth R R e ST

A year !ater she was named ""Mrss Pentrac at the 1962
Daytena 500, then “Miss Firebird”:in 1963, then ultrmately,.
“Miss Hurst Golden Shifter”. after respcmd:ng, and. winning,'an

B IF YOU SPENT THE WINTER IN A DRAFTY

i ;.-.-in-nu-.u-inu----t------n---:---e--.----a---------n-.--.-”_ {jpenaudm{}nfﬂfthEpDSltlDﬂIﬂHDtRﬂdMHSHZIHEHmﬂng

i A RPN .’ ~ e L R TR R TR TSNS o . “Her HSSGEIEHIDH wrth the Hurst cempany,adre—hard race

K G ARAG E 9 YOU - D ' N EE D A CHECK-U P TOO! r*'_"';?"..,.'_-fg_f'-"-.. eutfit knewn for its: aftermarket perfc-rmance shlfters wc:uld
e RN L Y i e B R B L BT Y P R BRI o nn R N il e e S e !astferdecades and her. pepu!antyweuld reareutefcentrel
e 8 o e e'- & e'i_'- o® 'i.e.'l'u_ ° 3- ° _.-'._--'- o ® -. o e' ° n"- ll-i- & -- ecs 0o s oo -_'__'t._ﬁ .l.rl_f! ;i Frem hEI' Standing DEFCh crn thE back Gf a HLH'St
el e 0 LI ety | i ' X B § st RS AR e Olderncrblle ccrnvertrble fitted wrth the Irkeness t)f a: replrca
three—metreta[l Harst: strck Shlft She was a fixture in:major '/
MOtorsports: and:automotive events:: Aleng ‘with’ drag'“r'acer
Don Garlits and steckcar "Krng Rlchard Petty, Vaughn qurck—

Iy became_a premrnent flgure in; the racing world.”
She toured: military, bases:in: Vietnam, made drag race”
5tr|ps a regular step and became the talk’ of the racing: werld

S LUbE ﬂll Hﬂd Flt&f ° 15 tJﬂ'"t !HEPECUGH ¥4  “Hurstettes” were. hired,"an additidrial set of: b!ende beautres
pe nncludlng cualant tlrea, wipers, xheeea &__belts who filledin  for Vaughn when derand:became oo much
Ve TII'E mtg{mn . Brake ,ﬁg"ﬁg’ct,ﬁ‘ i '. Then TV centracts were; agned and’ movies: fellewed.., 28
> . :"-3_-;-::_;'-,3_[,}':'_551;5 ;e Tep up flurds Set htrrg preaaure . - And, either way, Vaughn always gc:t what she wanted
D ' S =.. _ S ' E “From. the mid-1960s to: the earI\,f 19805, she was the Flrst

JI ; _ N e e kRt TR e I R N h % : ke s e B N : _ Lady ﬂf Drag Rac‘ngr Fﬂrmula @ne NASCAR and [ndyﬁ@ut

oy |
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B bt of:her trophy-queen-image, Vaughn, the, Sperts Car Club of.
ek, America(SCCA)  driver,’ ccrmpeted |n races whlle dnwng
; heme heripersonal goals: =% i oo ok Sl R f
ko) oiiy - She bought two of. her faveunte cars “a red Ferrarr Drne
ghsh = and a hlack Cadlllac El Derade — and she seld her causes{
After retrrrng frem the autemetwe scene in the' | d

| T- ' Our Drlce Includes msta!latmn, balancmg. valve stem lrfettme mspectmn. 5 19805 Vaughn used her success to premete the grewth ef

. 1u,eee km. retatrena and applicma’l:;le read hazard Fretectien and. t.read.wear warrantree_ o women in thGrspcrrts 5 Encourage" ths it of rada~
e e e e TR ] erganlzatrens for. preducers and. rnarketers of epeclaity’equip-

{0 __:\_'{?fﬁf‘fﬂfﬂﬁm_m"" asc- ";55*' 75'“"'_ ! umnu'ml. | T'R eaw* $ i F-‘ §  ment,-a $15- brihen rndustry, and tercer_'__nmrt herselﬂ{ to, ether

: ey [ 95 BLEE L 0 N o charrtab!e WDrk R A e T SRR S S
L R FEEE o K f~~flﬂs S e DSy , _' e “She hecame a catalyst fer the Internatrena[ Metersper_ts i

i R D e S e ; Hall of Fame, was ¢elected to the.Drag Racing:Hall ¢ fFame, :
e -.2-:::__. : F:rs MDST '90-’9& Suaalens AHD Eavauens s -_.."'.1.--': _;_ F"5 ”“51_' gm t]l 5”"‘“'5 AHD As"raes 'f. AT ':: _:_'_ but eyentuaﬂy she WDU]d I'ET,LII'H t{} hEI‘ fH'St |.U\“.rE‘ ﬁi‘.‘ﬁh’liﬂg up

,.a-,.u.. P st (ol s i) £ RN e nephi ANV EST AR S N NG TR e e e e - h oo Wlth MI’ Gasket Perferrnaﬁce GI'DU[}, rEl ccmglomerate Elf

5| *“"'“0“'-' “EE“ eaw* _‘“5‘:" "2“51'7“'“5 el . wibtmead | @@  automotive: eem'p'anles that acquired - Hurst” Industries, -
T 951 3 | “" where ‘she ‘was’ premeted te Vrce Presrdent :n charge ef

! .. : & y Plus tax o o E - Plusta i PLIbIIC'. RE'EtIGﬁS Eilins o -
o T | TR e N i A e | : - Today, Yc:u’ll F nd: Vaughn makrng thE fﬂ””df' at car
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! Frrs MOST '91 '00 GRAHB Felxa Aaa I.ESAaaea e B st A . ShDWS and aUtUthWE races, thE race'queen IabEI tr aded fﬂl‘
S . —— T TR #21  the role as guest'of honor..And. she:still turns: heads at.every.
_. m " GOODFYEAR: | ' ch > e tour step She stlll has her fans Web srtes strll seli autegraphed

. : . ; A e R e, p"nts Yerb : ; 5 e e J.,a g Y

B A e LTS T W A PR ~And 5he is: strII preud ef the careerf that teek her frern

oun com PUTERIZEDAL_!GNMENT SERVICE WILL-RESTORE THAT*‘OH—CE HTRE’ 'h?":fli beginnings in'a snjat! ._99"_?3? twntq .t_i,’,e.-_;?‘f”fe,thefrt.
- DRIVINGFEELAND H! HELP Youa':iﬂaﬁs !.AST maeen | ofstockearrading. T I

-

- Ly S et el T

g e s Sl TF e | e
T T O e i DOy o . 3 e ; g B LR T, el e ; L
B o i e S e o I e At e e e i e e D 2
- ‘-.".""-':.l ."-.: 'I" ;.:" '. -'-'.- ’.'--' o .--1. ;' : l:. : - -_. : -': =a .. ‘. -.' .'I .‘-‘. B e |- .I
Tan i

El D

My geal has: always been to Iwe Ieng enmrgh to wnte
| my book:about:living a healthy life in racing’ -and the:auto -
,-_-,rndustrg” Vaughn sard ina 1999 rnterwew f"And* __I:m_la!_mest .
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B l ]asen Stern rs a feature wrrter and the edrtor of
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