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EDITORIAL

Board ) treatment of
trustee lacks chamcter

The Yerk Reglen Dremet Scheel Beard has

““East Gmlhrﬂbury!Whltchurch Steu

' character education initiative. -

.47 While the board refused to releaee ﬁnanclal gy B
mfermatmn to.the: demecratlcally eleeted

- *-. . member-of :the ‘board, Mr. :Burrows: said -a |
'~ “reporter from: the Toronto ‘Star-received the |
] j-"detaﬂe from the board’s public relations officer. -
.7 Education director. Bill ‘Hogarth’s reply —
e “I’m not. denymg trustees information; but I'm - SpE

-5 -notgoingto. respond to requests thataretaken |~
7. totally:out of.context-andare:totally, totally - | |
e __um'easenable £ smacks of imperiousness. - .
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o Truetee Bob:Burrows rightly took the boardito | . -
St  task last-week for. its queetmnable handling ﬂf G o

RS request to determine the ceet ef the baard’ ]

ot -::'"Character mmatwe money

“His euggesnen hmng more staff - would be

_mmng the character education expenditure..

While. the mltlatwe itself is more, than laud-

i '._able, ‘some eyebrows .are being: raised at the;-.,-_ - schools still don't have eneugh textheoks Of ...

- oed equlpment

Ehhei 0. -neceesary to. meet the request ridicules not
"~ ohly Mr. Burrows' integrity, but that of the tax-
S '--"rpayere to whom Mr. Hegarth is aeceuntahle ol
. "And, like good sheep, :in"a move defylng;: 2
gt L _’:-_t:enmmn sense, the board clerued Mr. Buitows’ |
..~ request o, be. prevtded the same mfennauen o i
1 gwen to the Teporter. . .. Sl
2 M ‘Burrows is not the enly person ques— e B

| decision to.embark on the program at.a-time “|
5 o ._’when the board is pubhclyhemeanmgaﬁnan- A
e cral crisis caused by government funding cuts. -

“For goodness': sake, teachers’and parents.

are telling us there simply aren't enough text-- .
. 'books to.go amund in‘'some St:hnnls _'
. % “For anyone to,_suggest money- was taken .

) awayﬁram textbooks for character educationis

“naive and mapprepnatE. ‘was board charrper—_-_,_.- | .real unpartance?What difference is the board

- | trying to.make with character eduication? " ;

LN

S -'-_'_een Bill. Crothere arbrtrary respense B2

Then prove it. -

' 'Mr. Burrows’ quest wae stralghtt‘emard and Wk

hls queetron fair. *

‘3 uIt s not apprﬂp]_‘]ﬂtﬂ tﬂ Mthhﬂ!d mfﬂl'ﬂlﬂ' ..

,gnre to a reporter,” Mr. Burrewe sard
- He's'absolutely nght -

X tion from a trustee (that staff) is so wﬂhng to -

" The board’s actions make a meckery ef its -

| CharacterMatters' initiativé: respect, responsi- -
henesty. “empathy,. fairness, initiative, .

k ‘bility, -

_perseverance, integrity, ceurage and eptr-;l

“‘Board-has been spendmg taxpayera rneney

| “noon. The money. that went tewards charac-
‘ter educatlen ceuld have been used te burld
1 g mere schoeis | - 2

still be hearing about bullymg in school? '

“become the "perfet:t" person; we- gradua]ly
change when we experience more of life. -
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' .;_better spent on school books

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

"'~'_:'--."matters weuld beneﬁt everyene, A tax cut
- “‘would help parents, sincé much of theirhard--
" earned mioney has been spent on eharaeter-._- :

3, :educatlen

Re 'Bustee cant get numbete. Sanrtrday_ e
"MerehZ Y

Asalugh

on.character education. . .
I-have seen posters. ancl heard presenta-.-' --

ok _'__uons regardmg character educatren and I
~find thém to be abig waste’of money when

fffff

" There :aren't even eneugh h_lgh sc.heele

A § 'areuncl for kids in'my area. Instead; T must.

“take along] bus ride every. morning and after-
i as my werkplace is enly two mmutee away__

Regarding charaeter educanen, what is ltS

Just because it tell§ students how to act -
does not mean we ‘would ‘actually change

|- who we are to meet the board's standards. -

If it made any difference at all, would we

‘Would students ‘be. getting. better grades
from ‘character. education? Students-don't -
need posters and speeches on ‘how 'to

seheel student 1t appalis me te % 5
_read ‘how the York: Region- District- School - -
.-;;ngrayers offered for pollce off‘ cer

| -5-"-lk|I|ed in trafﬂc accldent

REBECCA GUAN o
MARKVILLE SEC ONDARY S CH OOL- :

“On my way to werk in Scarboreugh laat.,."'"

B = v &

menth [.heard on my.car radio the horrific b
“‘news of an ‘accident where a female police’
officer named Laura ‘Ellis . was kllled at["i z

Bnmley and Huntmgweed intersections.
"I pass through this intersection every day,- .

ftem | SR oL 3, ;
' On that day, I hacl te avelti the area asit

was clesed for: a pehce mvestlgauan As’ I'I-."--
approached the intersection the next day,

' f'etepped my car, get out.and’ offered my"-"l

‘Hindu prayer to.give eternal peace to: the
departed soul, as I underetand ve_ry well hew'_ ;

| Dmnﬁﬂ it is to lese aloved one.’

Smce the da}r of the accident, I play Hmdu

__devotional songs on my car stereo while pags-
lng through that intersection. s

+1- dedicate the music to the merrrtzur}r ef

‘Laura Ellis and offer my symp athy te her fam—
- _lly, fnends and entire pollce force. >

| their babies,” said Liberal health critic - '-

i Imftmaung. butit’s not disastrous: -

1.5 ancl low.blood pressure at birth..

3 " how. -much’ our-.

5 equrpped to handle high
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Daﬂd Teetzel

Beware polzttczans
pom tmg ﬁngers

- ou have to feel for Sean and RS
. Suveera Hopton, the. Richmond
* Hill couple whose sonwasflown
- to Buffalo ehtznttlj.r ‘after he was
“born because no hospital in the

Greater'l‘erente Area could care for him. .

. For anew family tobe upreeted fora .-
father to have to drive feur or five heurs'-._ 4
“one-way to visit his: w1fe and baby is a_"-_'._f'__'_ '
trj,nng crrcumetance &

~But we should -be. wary of these whej_-j'
try to tum cempaeemn mte pehtlcal'-'_-: |
Capttal Ty
In the rmdet ef nattenal eeul-eearch—

ing over health care, it’s easy to see this =~ . .
-~ incident and several similar ones as yet e
.;-.anether failing’ ef Ontario-health care.” == "
' :“J¢s disastrousfor these women’ and_'_’ o

: . .'-. I' -l'I |I '\. F’
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“Well; it’s: ead fmstraang, prebabl}'-'

. “Disastrous is: when a‘baby dtee ancl o e
the sad “truth s, until: quite. recently, . f.
- many of the premature bables whe lwe FRs

g _'..teday didn’t make it.; il
-+ The Hoptons’. ehllti werghecl less |
'_'.than 2.:5;pounds and meastired 15 inch-
“es. He stiffered from' bleeding on the -
~ brain; undeveloped lungs, a:blood clot.

. Today he is alive, unferttmatelj,t eull ki
in’ hespltal but, on a bright note, : ‘hes

ifs cieeer to home at Mount Sinai Hesplta] .

"The fact these: bablee live is a SIgn of
health -care -has'
.'.unpreved ‘One side. effect ef more pre-
 mature. bab1ee eurmvmg 15 busrer neo-: g,
o natalwards - W N
' T'am inno peeltmn ta dlsa;g,r e wnh e
Markham Stouffville Hesprtal president -
- Dr. Jim ‘MaclLean, who'says the current
. system. doesn't allow ent:iugh"‘leewaj,lr for
-_emergency situations.. - %
" But the specific. mtuatron that led to
N the récent transfers:to Buffalo was aviral
:outbreak at:two of the three hospitals
_risk births. = *
*.Certainly, - eendmg the babtes to
another city was- preferable te expesmg'

'-“'them to disease. . B
.Should the system have the capaelty o 3 8
ae Vaughan—ng-Aurera ‘MPP-Greg - 1%
 Sorbara says, to: accommodate such sit- 1 ¢

uatrens? Of course, itshould.” .~ * - 13

~Did it éver? You have to wonder. S
| Esl::ecra]ly after Vicki Janes of Keswick K3
shared her story.of being flown from - &E
" Buttonville to Kingston to have her baby '

8 'mlsm Fa]_]ure on all eeunts I think cutting -out character educatmn ¥ SURESH Pm EL’ |- s -and nearly being sent to Buffalo. . %
- gt - and usmg that meney fer rnere unportant g MARKHAM -/ This case happened :12  years ago, B
, . B e . R . ‘long before . Mike -Harris:-‘could be -
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welmmeﬂ your] letters. All - Barrie Advance, Bamry's Bay This Week, Bolton Enterprise, Brampton Guardian; Burlington Shopping News, Burlington - - ve faced difficult situations wi . o
bel ol g *+ Post, City Parent, Collingwood/Wasaga Connection, East York Mimor, Ern Advacate/Country Floutes, Eobicoke. | | the hea]th-care system, regardless ef the . I3
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