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1thnut lt elese te' |

aeress York Regten
.- would not have free-

'f';detn to shep, attend meetings and -
-~ therapy sessions or visit fnends
A _g_arld family.

Bt the chsabled uaers ef

?_-.:?Meblhty Plus transit, reeenﬂy

Famalgarnated into one reglenal

- service, are eagerly awatt]ng
-* . changes they hope will i unpreve
'_the once- patehwerk eemee fet all

CUSIUIHEI'S

' “Theservice 1elma geed one and
’d rather have it.than nothing at .
a]l but there are things that. eeu[d

5 :be rectified,” said Markham’s *

- ‘Ashley Joannou, a 17-year-old high
* schoolstudent whoused the serv- .~ E

. icefor: menths te get te a ee-—ep 2

T plaeement
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- Demand fer the apeelal service B b

o 1a expected to:increase atleast30

- iper centin the next five years, and
Lk regi ional fundmg levels will have te
" rise drastically from the current -

4 - -$2.5 million a year:to.not only: meet
g '_f-';_that demand butto; improve t the

ol _'.j-feervlee Ievels,aswe]] InZ{][lU the

e et cost: of speelaltzed transit was

i :$3.32 per. caplta in.York; t:empared

‘with $15 in Toronto and $13 in-

e Calgary and Edmnnten
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BIG PI.ANS
But there are blg plans and the

5 ;’ ! frults ofa 42. per t:ent budget _
el mereaee. ahead.:. ; 5

A ﬁve—year draft lan fer the

e aervtee was aubtnttted to.the regien
L by eeneultants the IBI Greup last -
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““One ef the key recemrnenda—i- :

i ?;tlens is‘eliminating the municipal -
o beundanes wuhm York Reglen, SO -
fera ltthere wﬂl berno. u'anefera. We hepe
i 'to do that with Toronto as well,”
/. . 'explained Don Gordon; dtreeter ef
A5 Yerk Region Transit:(YRT). %

" “One of the biggest preblema “

: mdlvlduale with disabilities face is:

i y havtng to book ridés with multtple

-
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s ageneles, then transfer vehicles.
. --‘That’s going to disappear,” Mr.

Gorden said. Wew111 provide

- service directly to three aecessrbie
| '&subway stations, Finch, |

“Downsview. and Don Mllls They
may have to make a booking with
“'Wheel Trans (in Toronto) but they .
‘will be getting on'to an accessible”
eystem and these whe ean travel

5 . P =
B R T B AR iy .-‘.'_-'-'-: BFE etk gt .‘.,- RO
'l:r 'I_r _-.1_ J |.1__ :-r.' .:*l.-l Wohw foae "--' ] a '. | Wirkmigy o H g =

.o 7
1
hl
] i
i
+

] ' L. &
- 3 1
ot e
UL e

I'.- ks

. el
F oo mdy
'

LR
E e L

R4
I

'-i
l

=
] il

.' _' -'express lmea, and ulder buaea wﬂl

be retrofitted with grabbars and: -

~ higher front aeats as part ef thelr R
~ overhaul. .

Anether reeemrnendauen 1e

ofi- standardizing hours of service, =~ :
' i ‘both with eenvenﬂenal transit and

muuteipahty to municipality. -

-=H eenvenuenal transit aemce

»: is'offered until midnight, apeetal-

1zed transit sheuld tee," Mr e
Gerden said: ¢

Martha Sehultz ef Thurnhrll isa’
regular user of the serviceShe said *
. shewill beneﬁt from atandardjzed
heura into Terente and the nerth
“as she attends evening aeee551b1hty
and Muluple Sclérosis Ser:tety

s T meetlngs across the GTA. -

STAFF FHDTﬂﬁT EVE EﬂMERUILLE I5
“‘are being rnemtered as welle e o 5

’Ifhe Octagen restaurant owner Ken Stathak:ts denated a van te Yerk Reglen Trans:tt Meblllty Plua threugh
Markham Mebi]ity Feundatlen fer use in seuthern Yerk Regren. , e s F e

that way, w1ll e L RAL 1511t perf_ect but 1t’a a guud ﬁrst

“YRT staff wﬂl deelde on'an: 7 i atep T T
unplementatten date for regmn- Seme reeemmendaimns have
~.wide seamless travel'later this - . a]ready been nnplemented For. .
-month, but it's expeeted to take ~ ~example, fares in all muruetpahttea
“place aqmetune tlua 5pnng, Mr have been harmemze_d at $2 since
Gerddn said: - 'f - Jan.’1: A three-zone fare system wﬂl

-"Aswell,;a pllet pre}eet in the - be unplemented enee beundanea
Bathurat Street corridor will test'- fall ST
- the, beundary ehmmatlen with .. ©° Meanwht e, YRT wﬂl eenrlnue
. Toronto across Steeles Avenue. It i . contractual agreenlenta with* "
*should beup and runnmg byApnl,l - “ADAPT, which is a taxi-like aemee W
Mr Gordon said. in East Gwﬂhmbury andKing, =

- “Not having to ehange wﬂl be a. -Simcoe Coach in Georgina and

II'!E]BI‘ - plus,” said Robert Munn,

- Thornhill resident and member, ef .

Markhama aeeessrbmty eemnnt-

-'ﬁ ot "ee. |

I—Iee alse leased wrth the rec-

emmendatlen that the region start _
-~ - the current system is gmsaly unfair;
.to users who often can’t get where
.ﬁte}r need to go within the region. - -
. “The problem has'been thatall’
LM Gorden eenﬁnned all new -

| _-__buaea purchased by YRT -will be'
-__ Iew-ﬂeer exeept theae rtmrnng en

. a consumer adwsery eeuumttee
-on accessible nanspertanen,

enaunng users have a say in gutd- |

ing and planning the service in the ..
future. “It's very important to listen
to the local consumers, as well —
- there are nine municipalities i in -

thjs reglen,” Mr Munn sald "ThJs -

.+ Wheelson Wheels mWIrutehureh-

- Stouffville.” - * ;
. """ADAPT, a reglstered ehartty, has L
:;been lobbying for transit for the "
. disabled for 31 years. President Iun_’flr

murnelpahuea wanted to mamtam )
- their autonomy,” he said. “ New
. some of these things, like the =
| beundary tasue, wﬂl ﬁna]ly happen -

the people, some of the time, to- .

under reglena] tranatt." i
_-As the region grows and agea
meetlng lnereasmg demand uath

. the region’s fleet of 15'sp ecialized: -

velnelea will eent:nue to be a chal

Ienge, said Steven Wilks, an asseet- S
“ate with IBI Group wheae compa-

ny created the ﬁve-year plan IBI’

: "-_-aelutlen is two- fold — first, - i
mereaaed hours and seanﬂess serv— -
'--."_'-'lee sheuId help reduce current. -

‘stréss’on the system and set:end

'. . ensuring accessible: mﬁ'asttucture

- .exists on conventional vehtelea and
- at destinations should increase the
' ability of some disabled peeple to.
,'_.aeeeaa conventional transit;

- y‘There is an epuen for aeme ef

- mitted some of those budget del-- 3

lars to acquiring more ]ew—aeeesa
lbuaea, grab bars, and eperater

'abi]jtlee or the mentally ill may
--have orientation prebletns and
. could find it difficult; if not nnpus—

“Elderly and disabled peeple
nuas alot beeause we eant get

there, " she said. - S ". £

‘The taxi senp aemee — where
half the metered fare is SlleldlZEd
by Mebﬂrty Plus, but the paaaenger

“-pays.the other half wnli t:entlnue

mtheaherttertu 2 t.,,,,_,__. s

"/ As Mobility ] Plua service - - -
expands and boundaries: are ehmt
nated it'maynot be as neeessary
Mr Gordon said. ;

e bl

Cennnumcaﬂeneencerna, dEree o

eften the most frusuatmg for. uaere,

Lengthy waits.on ‘hold on'the tele- .

- phone booking or canceling tnpa g ; v
-~ and missed meel:ngs between
T  drivers and passengers are - 7 :-;;-.; :

deeteasmg, Mr.. Gordon aatd The
- goalis eentrahzed dtSpateh by

yeat’a end.. s
.. YRT'is alse eentemplaﬂng leea— ;
3 enmg eligibility: requirements: . -

_ ~“One of the first focus greups
"‘teld us there were problems w1th

* .the criteria for ehgtblhty which was
-'based’ mamly on physxcal lumta- i
' 'ttens." Mz Wilks said.” -+ ==

i rr:.h“.

-- '-.-.- l.fhm-wn--f- h-"-'

““But those with eegmuve drs— -

alble, to use eenvenﬂenal transit;

-as well. We have recommended eh- v
L gtblhty be baeed on funcuenal hm—i
. ' * 1tat1ens. T
Knox welcomes the report, saying: use conventional ttanslt ” M. Wllks
. 'said, adding the region has com: | =

- Buthe petnted eut peuple must

"be able to take care of themsehres

upen reachmg their. desunauen

~“Thisisa shared nde service, . . |
net an attendant eare eemee 2 he

sard
The draft repert is etreulaung

threugh York Region tnumt:tpahues
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