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Stepped—up efferts te eembat

ﬂrgamzed crime, terrensm and hate
~crimes “‘contributed to - a budget
- . increase ef almost $10 mﬂhen fur Yerk -
= Reglenal Police this year. ..

Chief Robert Middau hs budget of

-' $1[}3 million includes 30 new officets to

combat biker gangs, earjaekers and

- man]uana growers.

The force needs the new of ficers, 24

5 of whom will be front-line cops, and 28

civilians this year to meet- demands

Chief Middaugh said.

budgets since Sept. 11. .

A heavy emphasis will be placed en" o
intelligence gathering as the force bat-

tles terrorism threats and hate. enmes,

There will also be an emergency

response eempenent to York’s terrer—_

-ism effort.

imposed by growth and special initia- -

tives, the chief- told York. Region’s
S finanee and adnumstratmn commit-
s el
A The pehee budget is up 104 per .
.-~ .cent over last yéar's total’ of $93.6 mil- .
S lion: and repreeenta the largest depart- "

" | mental increase in-a ‘regional - budget

A -_'that will top $1:2 billion this year. -

. -__--__-'"-'regu:unal taxpayers is 2.3 per: eent UT:'.--.
S -___'-;abeut $32 onthe average tax bill. Sy |
e fx Thedficrease will likely be aeeeptecl"_'__'t 2
by taxpayere whe rate pehculg e apn-';g,":ers and 26 e1v1l1a1:1 empluyees, ataeest-__;. i
- 2 ority service, said ‘Sue-Walmer of ‘the Segive ' Ry
'-_'%j:;fRatepayers ef Aurera Yenge Street-ffrf -.

- 'TSeuth
R “The pehee budget tends te
__'_;-_reapend .to -the: eemmumtys neede
"_'j'_:.-,:_'l\{IaWalmer sald o e _

e Sl 1) prmedea us w1th seeurlty and
L ..:...'preteeuen T'don’t think there would be
‘ Ehuge dissatisfaction from ratepayers.”
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“Aurorans are faemg a.tax increase O

added to:that:bill:-:

mereasea, Ms Walmer- saJd

“Ifwe do anyﬂhmg. we must be able

‘to read the warning signs we missed
' befere_ (Sept. ll],” Chlef Mtcldaugh

said. _
And ergamzed crime, meludmg

eperatiens by biker gangs such as the

-Hells Angels, along with the prollfera-- .
~“tion of sophisticated marijuana-grow- .
ing operations, have been identified as |

In all, 16. new«::-"~

"hlgh pnermea b}f the eemmumty the -
'ehlef said. -
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women as men_. -

develop

¢ Jmultiple.
mere ‘than 8 per cent from their local -
mummpahty, reglenal increases wﬂl be;_‘_;._-
But reatclenta reeegnme the need fﬁl = “
officers as the population grows' .
“and the eemple:aty oflaw enfereemeut:_
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:eers aud twe eml—_.-.'.f__ e
.-_1an5 will be ‘hired as part of the so=: §
- called SpEClﬂllZEd investigative ‘initia- -}
. The ‘overall" buclget increase’ fer'_ _'}Ivee, at a cost ef more. than $1: 5 m1l .
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| Meauwhlle grewth in the reglen_
| -necessuates the hiring of 14 new offi- -

‘Despite ' the . increase,

. cost-effective manner.

He said York Region has. ene pehee
_officer for every 850 residents, while
the. reeemmended resident-to- efﬁeer
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“This message brought fo

~ you as a.community - -
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-;Mtddaugh said the York force eenﬂn—
ues to meet its responsibilities in a:,
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. Summer Cempauy isa great eppertumty fer enterpnsmg yeung peenle whe

{ * want to start and run their own summer businesses. The program prewdes o |
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“We: are still the hlghest pehee-te-
"_pepulatten ratio (in comparison to
‘Durham, Peel, Halton-and Hamilton

' regions) and we are the most cost-effi-
- cient ergamzanen of those ﬁve,“ ChlEf
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