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New currzculum,
resources could: -
address pmblem
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» eaehmg metheds and
- practices in schools put
~ .boysatrisk of under-
g aehlevlng, experts agree.
We have to question whether

s the etnneu]mn and assessments
. and edueatrenal reseurt:es are

A . biased and whether, as some (the-:. : ‘-
} .- orists) feel, are favourable to the_

- :female learning style,” David..
‘Dibbon, a lecturer and education

5 i Memorial University

g ) Newfeundland ‘told 400 edur:a-

s ters 111 Rrehmnnd Hlll Jan 9

S ']_Drgantzed by the York Catholic -

District School Board, were teld

- national and international researeh' N

; " shows gitls eutperfenn boys on:
7. open-ended-and essay-type tests;

| *..whereas bey's do’ better at ntuluple—.'-{-_'-f".s

"-_j',ehetee questrens

R [ lneumbent un admlrust:ra—
L. tOFS to prntade an eclecticamount: : - - LA AT Lt o5 - : kit
-Speaker Mrchael Gunan shared cnntreverszal theerles en why beys Iearn o::hfferenth,r than glrls

" of resources that appeal to both
2 (bgys and gn'ls}, Mr Dtbben sard

‘It S: rnsumbent erz

admrmstrrrtors te

provrde .e:rr eder:rrrr
e emaunt of resoarces
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;;__athet rrpperrl to; beth
( beys end grrls)
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Featured speakers and panehsts '-

ik ;naaenal edueatars, researehers
T arrd administrators. - -

. They discussed the mtematren- s

s ‘jterparts aeadenaca]ly and what
- [ éannatrow.the gap. - -
7.7 3} According to 1998- 1999

AT .'_,'prevrneevade Grade 3 and 6 tests
. boys lag! hehmd gtrls 1u almest
el '_fevery core subject.

L iR ThE standardrzed tEStS CUI‘!- ':: :

o _ -,dueted annuall},fby the Educatlen
" Quality.and Aeeeuntabﬂlty Office,

: .:"-'_‘-fshew that among Grade 3 students |
- *10.per cent more girls than beys

7 .-scored at the prevmcral level in'-
-+ reading; 15 per cent more ga:ls

S dardin writing, while 3 per cent
.. mote girls than'boys perfenned at
‘ ;f.' 'the premneral standard in' math.

’ -'” . cent more girls than boys met
prtmnclal levels in reading; 21 per

.....

_‘:f

T

always been there 'she said.

£ lalned the beard -

s 1rnplernent1ng some of the: -
‘strategies discussed at the eenfer-

.. ‘ence, including having teacher-

- librarians compile lists of “boy -

"frlendly’ readu'];g materu}l f?ﬂd

4 _." ‘examining the balance of fiction -

»-than bnys met the prevmeral stan " Sahd nen-Eeeen Soks i the cuir- -

& 'nculum, learnmg how to cater to-

~* the needs of visual learners altltd

- ways to incorporate a “stretc :

- Among Grade 6 students, 16 per 'hreisk” dunnrgplessens te he}p rest-

: -:less students. ..

" “We're working on strategtes Aﬂ |

eent mere grrls than beys seered at WE can de_:‘l_s__ Eﬂl}ﬁ?t, m_fnrrn_annn_

..the prnmnelal level in wntmg and 2'
. per cent.more girls than boys per-. -.
s : 'ferrned at the. prevlneral standard

Students theughts on readrng,

9o ~writing and math could help edu-
" “cators understand the gender gap,

- said Catholic school board curricu-

", -lumand assessment supenntend- e

- :ent BarbaraBodkin. =~ :

“That would deﬁrute]y help,

' said Ms Bodkin, who helped
" organize the region’s first eenfer—

ik -E_meluded local, national and inter-" ence on boys”.achievement. '

“We've, lmewn (what students

*atutudes were).for some time, so
we’'ll work with. that to ensure more - '-‘. .

e 'al conundrurm of why gils contin-- f_i'-__-_'bread based rese_urees are USEd 0% i

o f;’*_;ua]]}r otitperform their malé ¢oun- -_'_'_'_'_{hEIP our-boys.”

Altheugh three quarters ef the

i beard schools show a gender gap -
:f--r'_-i_-.;m aeademrc performance, Ms.: -
. Bodkin i$ confident that w111
;'-.‘_'_'deerease over time:

- “It is said by some the gap. has

Ms Bedlan exp

2 .
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and see what werks and what

deesnt ' she said.“With some-

- (strategies), you'll see immediate ' |
'~ improvements. With ethers it; may
- takelonger.” -

‘The most controversial part of

' the day-long event was when -

keynote speaker Michael Gurian - "
“discussed: bmlegleal reasons why
—.be}rs underaeherve

‘Its therr Ieammg, net
: eurs, ‘and snmehew
they ve been kept eur
ef the leep

- The Alnerlean auther edueater, o
i neureselenee researcher and fann

+. ly therapist said it takes boys 60 - -*.
. i~ seconds to switch frem one task te S
- another and boys are more; nnpul-
- . sive ‘and disruptive than girls -~
. because they have htgh

: testesternne and Iewer levels af
i jseratemn i

“Myp rnfeund hehef is that

every ehrld is smart. Once every- -
one gets a better working knowl- .

- edge about the human brain, we lI i
. mnevate teaehmg metheds," he’
. said. i o
i Hewever at Ieast one edueater %
7 ealled M. Gurian's behefs "danger—

' _eus and slrnphstte et

Terente Drstnr:t Seheel Bnard

il .'equrty co- erdlnater Terezia Zoric
.. said Gunans blelngleal theenes de '

; -,'1n1preved beys aehreven'rent are
.".groupings, {elassreetn seatrng

erlevels of Arangements where strenger stu-- ek

-';'.'-rnere harrn than geed

-~ “All itdoes is predlspese beys

. _learmng capacity,”she said. “Alet
_hasto deal with self—esteern not -
- “biological reasons,” said Zoric; whe
_believes cultural and socio-eco-
- nomic factors influence a child s
. learmng more than biology.

. ~“He's trying to make a causaﬂen

. eut of an apparent correlation.”

‘Regardless of the factors con-

ng educational targets

iy enes], cr‘eatlng deferent sets t}f

tests.for boys'z and gu'ls, a’more .

. eleetnre—based cumeulurn altenng_ '
"expectanens and 1n1p1ernent1ng a-
~reward system.:

"Cenneeung with students and

- ~“1nve1v1ng them is very eentral and
. key to mtaang ferward - he "

explained. -
“Butall thls can'’t. be at the

e expense of girls or else the system
- becomeés pelartzed If that does.
" happen.

.itsa detrtment tn bnth
beys and glrls i -

] '-mbutﬂlg to boys’ académic. under-
. achievement, Jon Ptekermg ofthe
- Institute of Education in England _
. .said strategies are needed. te eer- : ;'..’*"'3"*' iy
'jreet the age~eld preblern Sy |

I alnwmg students to take part m?.;t-t?*'.
- settin L

" “It’s their learmng, not ours, and .
; _semehew they've been kept eut ef i
. theloop,”. sa_ld M, Plckermg, T
- -adding strategles that have:, o

s ;ﬁ_ w.rabbte—bums.cern
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Goed sports? fj

If yeu re a ceach wuh an
| mterest]ng story to'tell or if you :

| - know of a local sperts hero who -

- deserves recognition, we want .
- to hear from you. We'll be high-

- lighting young atliletes in a new *
- feature, Spethght and exploring
_coaching issues with the peﬂple

| 'enthemdehnes e

Centact us by" e-marl at

; & mhayakawa@eeensun eem er
1 .i_-faxat 905 294 2200 -1
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The greatest show
. Webblmg desp eratelj,r as the

o 'trapeze continued its: pnwerftﬂ

; swing; I lifted a knee and gotone”

|- “foot on the bar ... Figally, I stood -

paralysed -in“a ‘star. pesttmn,
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Sterytelhng i’ expenenemg a-

j.;revwal even -in this- eleeu‘ente :
i ‘world of TV} videosand comput-
“er.games. Staﬁ' writer Rey Green':
""f"‘f,_ta]ks ‘to-the: experts to. dlsenver* 3
- |-~ why this ancient art.is rnaleng ass
13 ‘comeback: and what it can eﬂ’er :
:iyouiand: }reur ehtld See eur
A "-weekend Pages seetten
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The renewned Seettlsh bards L L

]an 25 bu'thday has’been cele-.=
= brated:for:more than 200 yearsi

,--w1th Burns suppers -and: ether
aetmtles Cheek out this websrte

.~ for'the" stery of Burns’ life and

$ -_trmes, a seleetlen ef Nis: peemss
"as: we]l some qmsk faets abeut

- Burns’and:his: acquarntances

- “Thereé are: gutdellnes for prepar-;:’
~inga Burns supper andanedete : K
| the haggis, whichis ‘described in=
-~ alkits splendour. Send e- eards tn

" '- fellew Burns enthusrasts

"'ot fitness programs fail.

s +,.-.-.rm-.r1~

iAot of my “clientsare’

NO" C‘lf mY CIUID ., I
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5 eeple wh
| stopped :going after a tew visits.
| They find them teo crewded tee busy and teo rnhmldetlng

Mine are designed to succeed!" @ .

o |omed a fltné'ss:”élfjb;hﬁa; ks

| treat.you ds'an. mdw:dual Mest of my cllents arein thelr 30's 's or.
K/\ Tofdl Personal Fitness programs are specifically. deslgned
o' ﬁi yeur |fesiy|e end rnterests And mexlmlze your: geals :
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-~ body" aehtng, hands Taw,7lips
|- twisted in the grimace of death.” . = - -
<. .. Staff ‘writer: Anne. Hewland_".g._'-._-_';'_-':" ’
_ ":}'--runs eﬁ' to’ the: circus‘and tries . -
- | the t:rapeze ttght wire;’ stiltsand® -
|- bungee’;jumping.: ‘Read’ aheut":.i:-~'~-

L _,-'f,pher adventures -under.'the: b1g~
- [+ fop in the’ Sperts & Reereatten
L -riiseeuen,rstarttng en page 16

ot

905-666-5392

-

. ;",My sfeff of cerhhed é)ersendl trmners are there te e _‘_Lf_' Eee
- ;_"rnenl’ror suppert an encournge yeu onan* e :-.E 3
. Y ;"-"f---__"eppelntment only .one-to-one basis:- And prewde fhe S p R O] [
ot - feedback you need to keep on track: e R S
5 Fop a free ne ebhgdhon eensulintlen Iust gwe me a eull | i
. ;""*'-_'_".‘-:._'Sfdrf getting ‘more‘out of hfe - Pt i
- Get fit. You'l |ee|< geed s 'rrn Whyfe fal L
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