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Don t crztzczze boards

for followmg T my law

Yerk Regleus seheel baards have beaten the b
premuee to the punch when it eemes to back-

_': :';':gruund checks on employees.: " 3

.".- “Bothschool boards-have had puheles gev—'-"‘, o
TRk ;;errnng baekgmmd checks on new employees - | -
- in place for. three years, as a:commitment to

' "r_'the community and their safe schools policies.
‘Education Minister Janet Ecker announced .|

EN\II RONMENTALLY-
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Meuclay criminal checks — a 1999 Tory:-cam- - { €

.paign promise to- create safer. schools: for stu -

deuts and teachers — would begin this year.

" Not allemployees in.York Region : have-'i'." i

uudergeue checks, but:both beards will com- .-
ation, which means

ply with: the -newregul

undergune checks will be required to do so..

be up:to $35.

“‘While our- sehuul beards are to be eengrat~ £n"
ulated for: havmg the foresight to undertake
. ‘this: safety initiative.- without provincial arm-. -
tuast:ng, for havulg the strength to make it a
requuement of: empluymeut and, thus, not
-burden. taxpayers with an admuustrauve cost,

We know the provincial regulatleu vall raise -

eeneerns for teachers and parents.

Fer teaehers the questlens may., be s'uuple '_
and direct. “Why du ] have to subuut to aback- :
gruund check? I've been teaching in this’ beard__

fer 15 years ¢ and 1 have an exemplary recor

- The answer, too, is simple. The safety of all-_-
studeuts cannot-be measured against. the
ethics and integrity of one: teacher,”one care-".
L taker, one school secretary, one ltinch monitor.-
2.7 ‘Teachers may also argue:they should not -

. pay for the check; especially if they have per- -
fect records “and-impéccable reviews. It's -
tﬂndthls"_'
. requirement unfalr But it’s not fair to burden |
taxpayers with-an aduumstrauve funetlen, as'-' e

4 -’i._'staff showed kmdness dedlcatmn

" understandable some teachers migh

:heth boards have already determined. -
~ Parents may ask the most difficult questlen

St Why did it take the province so long to ensure -

safety standards sueh as these were in' place?

.~ It’s better to have these pﬂ]lClES estabhshed:'_
. .'ﬁrml}g even if they are late, than not hamng-
e -?themmplaee atall ST : 3

‘when ;- something
% _Ferumately, the task was ‘madé easier in this:.

_-.case by the courteous; prefesslena] response -
| from seheul board :staff, who were able to :

‘quickly repair: the: clamage and clean up the.
- mess left by the vandals. <~ -

...:,_.,_E'make .sure our. 0
+ f‘ready fur the ﬁrst day baek at sehuel

7 ' S ] SASSOON
-' PRINCIPAL FRA NKLIN sra ra'r PUBLIC SCHOOL .

"_f_school recover from vandallsm

Re Vendals ransack reems ar seheei’

'Ecenumrsr& Stin,'Dec. 28.-

- As readers rrﬂght be aware, Frankhn Street__ .
| __Pubhe School in Markham was breken into -
| "and vandallzed Sunday; Dec. 23..

-

cult to. get over anger and upset
like - this happens

It is di

Speelal thanks to earetakers Mr I_ehmau,

"_'-Mr Bedmure Mr. Gardner and Mr. Grave

~‘our secretary Mrs. Weng and the dedicated: |
-~ ‘teachers who took time from their holidaysto’
ices and classreems were o

MARKHAM

':Markham Stouffwlle Hospltal

So eften we. dwell on the uegauve thmgs

; 'surroundmg us. But this  year, - through an

unfortunate situation, I experienced the true

: ."'sense of Christmas and the spirit of giving:- -
" On Christmas Day, my 87-year-eld meth—
- er fell ancl was taken to Markham Stouﬂinlle

l E T T E R s T o T H E E D | T o R
12 000 school board employees who have uet-_ .' ek B R |

~Employees: in York Regluu who have under-- 1 ca reta kers tea Ch EI'S hEIPEd
gune ‘the check:in- ‘the past’ three. years-have
palcl for it, as part-of an offer of employment.: |
The 12, 000 employees who must:-be checked -
“-will not be reuubursed fur the eest wi:ueh can -

Huspltal w1th a fraetured hlp Guad furtune |
-~ would have it that Dr. Shirali 'was the erthe— -

peche surgeon on call Christmas Day
Tt could ‘have:been an easy dee}slen te

seclate mother. unul the feiluuaug day and thus .

_not inconvenience his own holiday plans.. But
instead, he rallied a. team of dedicated. nurses
and an anesthetist to perfunn surgery. - ...

- How fortunate we are to have such lcmcl
earmg people werkmg at - Markham
Stauff'ﬂlle Huspltal We sheuld feel: truly
.. blessed to know.that this is:the type of eare
effered to,all who livei in our cenunumty

Althuugh Chnstmas Day was not speut as:
planued the k:mdness and dedjeauen shown
~ by everyene left me with. the true feelmg ef
the meanlng Df Chrlstmas o
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Jom our onllne dlscussmns
at yorkreglon com

" “Your opinion is unpurtant te us on our let-;."_i'-,
ters to the editor | pages and on our.website, - . -
~“We invite you to'join the ongoing d1seus-_-_'!-'
smus at yerkreglan com and you're weleeme'.

t  launch your own discussion there, too."

~ The site serves readers of the York’ Reglun :
Newspaper Greup, which !includes:: The .
Economist ‘&~ Sun, Stouffville ‘Tribune, |
-“Richmond I-I]]l!Themhlll Liberal, Vaughan .|
Newmarket/Aurora Fra- Banner,-'

_Citizen, :
Geergma Adveeate and Steuﬁ'vﬂle Sun

LETTERS POI.I(Y

Steuffmlle Tribune -
weleumes yeur!etters All
submlssluus must be less than
4{1[} werds and must include a:

dayur.ne telephone uumher. 5 B G
nameandaddress,The i

Stouffm]le Tubune

Serumg the eemmumty smee 1888

newspaperreserves thenght to - ;- Ba S cirmlaﬂnns . -'-'t'a rk Guardlan
pubhsh or not publish and to .~ Auaa Beard Manber “ﬁaﬁﬂm?ﬂ!ﬂﬁi . . |
ed:tfarelantyaudspaee e it AR L B
..' _'.- ‘. LI G '_ SOA R _. L : Phune 905 2 2
WrIte Lettes o the Edttar o : '-~: | canaman Publisatluns Mail Pmduet Sales sgeerrem#uasus ( ) 94-2200

~9 Herltage Rd.,
Markham, Ont., I.3P iMS

Suhsmmlan rates by mail 1 j'Eﬂl' - $69 55 ﬂhursdays anlr}

Pax: (905) 194-1538
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: ; 1‘300'743'3353
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‘_ Etaufﬁ.rﬂle Tnbune puhlushed every Thu:sday aa-::l Satunday. is one af the Metmland Fanhag. Puhhshmg and_-” e

. Distributing Ltd. group of newspapers, which includes the Ajax/Pickering News Advertiser, - Alliston Herald/Courier, - |

- Bamie Advance, Barry's Bay This Week, Bolton Enterprise, Brampton Guardian, ‘Burlington Shopping News, Burington * " |.

- Post,- City Parent;  Collingwood/Wasaga: Connection, East York Mirror, Erin Advocate/Country Routes, Etobicoke '

- Guardian, Flamborough Post, Georgetown Indepeadem.metan Free Press, Kingston This Week, Lindsay This Week, .|
. Midland/Penetanguishene Mirror, Milton Canadian Champion, Milton Shopping News, Mississauga News, Newmarket- - |
_'-x';,Aurara Georgina Era-Banner; Northumberland News, North York Mirror, Oakville Beaver, Oakville Shopping News, " :Z
- QOgillia ~ Today, - Dshawaj’wnilb:.rfmaringtanﬂ-’art Perry.: This - Week, - Pe:erharaugh ‘This - Week, = Richmond "+ |-
e Hillﬂhamhillﬁaughan I.Iberai Searhnreugh errar Stauifalte Tnhune Tadafs Seniars. Ur.hndge Tnbuae am:t Cny af 7
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Polzce chopper
forced por-growi ng
opemnons mdoors

ydruperue IIIHIIJUHI]H spread
- like 'a“weed,. if yeull pardon
. the -expression,” aeress Yerk
R Regleu last year. ~ ~ i -
Yerk Regleual Police: ralded 82 put~

b ;aruuaug operations last year. Theyadmlt
_there are more out there. Thrs is eem—. g

pared to only 20 raids in 2000. - ;.
-These merdents aren’t 1selated te eue

ur ‘two “bad areas”. Just Iuek at the mest

recent meldents L
‘. Jau 4: Pehee stumbled aeress 4[}0

maruuaua plauts bemg grewn in‘a:
- Markham home while uwesUgatmg the

death of a man- fuuncl ul a Rlehmend :

" Hill parkinglot;
e Jan. 2 and 3 Mure than 400 plants

es in Aurora;
<» Nov. 22: The grancldaddy uf aIlYerk

Reglen hydmpeme eperauens is-bust- -
ed— an $8:5-million’lab in-a three—
sture}r industrial buﬂdmg anaughau, e

+ Nov. 22: A $180,000- ﬂperauanﬂ. 1s ;

b_usted in small, rural Pefferlaw;.
e Nov. 6.and 7: Three -pot iabs are
busted in. Markham, two on' the same

'; street. ‘One uf them eentauled 1,350

plants with an est1u1ated street value ef
$1 3 million. '

- Det. Mike K]unm ef the drug squad
teld our reporter part of the reason fur
thls sudden flood of hydrupame potwas
“a sticcessful - ‘campaign to. shut dewn
labs in Vancouver: With the West' Ceast
1mpurts cut off, dealers:in the: Tprente
area started leelung foralocal supply

“There may be other faeters that mﬂu- &

encecl last year’s’ numbers; It could be
+ cracking down on ‘marijuana, beeame a
thher pnenty with' police last’ year, s_e
. there were more mvestlgatluus and
eeusequently, more raids. :

It may havea lottodo wrth the pehee
hehee ter. In'1999, the Spott the Pot pro-=.
‘gram used the chepper (justa pﬂet pro-..
~“ject) to find about $750,000 in marl]uana
An farmers’ fields across the region.:

- Once the: eeps had a full- time: heh-
cepter the growers meved theu epera—
- tions undeegruund @y :

And, by. using - hydrepemc teeh—

mques, ‘they were able to-grow a great

dea] ‘more depe — tllat 1999 total pales’ -
~in comparison re sei.r"ei"'a] uf Iast year’s
mduudual raids.;

‘I think- theres anether reasen Yark
Regmus subdivisions are such rich S{]ﬂx |

~ forillegal

ban:home than you’ would ‘be ¢ en the -
back 40 'of some far-flung f farm.. o
"The usual pattern for most lueal sub- |

dmsrens is:both parerits ] leave for work " -
~-early and come home late; the children . -~
| =spend their time at school and daycare : f

and everyone is on the run all weekend.

This is whereNelghbeurheed Watch = - 32
cezues in.; Nelghbours ‘must’ werk"-';-:‘_-'_-.-_;_.‘
tegether to -keep ‘these’; places out
because the make the street more dau- AEEE
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drugs—isolation. You're prob=" - " .
~ably less likely to be noticed in a subur- . -
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