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BY KATHLEEN GRIFFIN
" Staff Writer

<3 esh eeuld net understand why
hE]llStdldIf getit: ;.o
By .the time he reaehed the end

Meet of his’ peers hacl been rea -~5 ;, _'
mg for: mere_than a year.and: Josh - -
“began-to realize he:had trouble < “: ,_
even'a_eunduig out words, words his -k

- .classmates and fnende had mas- B
tEIEdEElSllY L S Rt de e 1
“And; be_eaus_e he ceuldnt read
ne.:mat"fei' how :hard he tned he
eeuldn’t write, either. - . -
_That's when he began te get frue* ~
b'ateth He stopped. trying. He acted : -
“out’in school:and_at home: a,nd
ﬁbe‘eame ovetl _-s_enmtwe, so much so

that his parents and friends drﬂﬂ_ded
b;utgmg the eub]e'et' up: Homework:
_beﬁame a power st truggle that: eﬁen
ended w1th tears or tantrums.
Josl teacher_rauggeet";q;_.-

he ‘under g =5an assessment:>T]
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.- Or;- thej,'r'ean read andt.wnte,
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cant seem to master the concept of:
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‘buts: s cation students
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<. get; ‘offer sup

"Nuw weféan werk _. heirt
threugh
(it ‘said his. mom, Lisa, % ¢ 27 ¢ _...;.';.,';T'**"' X
th . t_have Beard "But"

th: it, helping him X learn ﬂ% : thats net"enou ""”’, ‘g“’ d
almbst wuh rehef “We know what 1+ 2 L PR T s R
problein is now: He de_esn
1o thmkhes justdumb.” - opniE Wlte"deam thelr thoug
..'...~Wh11ethenamesmtlusat ryar_e..: i)
ﬁeueaal theexperience is-not. In--.
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act, it's 'eae an‘increasing mjmber
*hi and ‘their’ parents ar

f children an |
facmg:-as early: dete_ctlen and- in-
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students w1th
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tary lével,.oné.of. those programs is

the Intensare Suppert"ﬂsseesment

fefm

they . Centre e b P
~“It runs up 0 tWo" years w1th a
ma}amum of:12-children to: one -

..n..n.

. teaeher said Wilsen r--~The etudent

' stays Assroom 50 per.cent .

in'that elassreem
~or more of the day;but subjects like--
gym and r_ehg_ten are wnth __the ehllds

."-"

r

|'

-.

.
&
.|.-

= ¥

. number of children are non-verbal.. .
“1school’support :improves: in bo oth .+ ~They sometimes have a behav- -
ik anyuehﬂdren .withlearning-- dent pick<up:on: “-'ISUEILUI' social -

_ cuesand spend valuable study tune

.. express:ideas-and:they;understand : - LT At

| e xplamedeLee:_;mlseh" cooh“We call itthe H’!}'Elﬁlble dlSﬂbllltY'
""supennte‘ dent of 'student services . _
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-+ York Reglen school systems. =7 . " mrai component as’ well-—
3 ms‘abmues are intelligent. They can
]uettrymgte fitin A
TR HJ&' e g .
"-:—-— it-doesn’t have'a:-wheelchair:

. I'

d but i retlmree all mm'a;;memanon (tep) And semetlmes (abmre) even

hen ybu ‘ask. them te.}‘::-:_ eemeee eeerdmatei*’Iina D'Acunto, -
'.fthey -*%% Both boards; while struggling to - -

ona shnnkmg bud- :

““addition - or: subtraction: A~ small*~]eamning disabilities. At the elemen-. _.' most signi
_‘education. Students are taught cop- ;-
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“Toward the end of the two years,
the student is mtegrated baek into
hIS classroom.” 7 - P

* Those -two years. are ]Jkely the
ificant in the child’s entire ;.
< ing skills — strateg:es t0 ' manage
thEII' disability in what will become -
~a life-long struggle to ‘learn what
cemes easily to others. = o

‘These -disabilities don't just go
awayt Wilson pointed out. Children.
“carry that burden for life and a crit-
1ca1 cempenent of theu- elementary .
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education is Iearnmg abeut thelr
disability. -
- XIS eruela] for. their self esteem.
We teach them how to advocate for
themselves, how to communicate
with their ‘teachers and ‘eventually
" their empleyera about what their’
neede are,” Wilsonsaid. = = ... -
~ “We help them learn. hew to ..
" meet their own needs — for exam-
ple if they struggle with writing, we
- find ways they- ean de the u{e_rk
thate expected. i UL e
It might be teaehmg them hew
-to take notes ‘in- pemt—ferm'_ _er

=am

underhmng important points’in
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. niotebook. It could be téaching key-

- boarding skills or how to operate a
tape reeerder We. look at the child,
. their needs and their learning style
~and designa strategy based on their
'-etrengthe." YU IR R Y s T
That process. . is continued -

.-'thre high school with a credit
.course called Learning Strategies,
. designed epeelﬁeally for’ learrung
dlsabled students. 5= e

“We support eareer plannang
_what is best suited:for the student’s
lear:nlng style,” D’Acunto said. “We
give them a greater underatandmg
of their rights and the fact they are
expected to partlelpate as adults.
The biggest thrust is self-adveeacy
—developingit early, so they can go
“on to university or college or a job.
‘Not only will they know what. they
need they’ll be able to articulate it.”

. For Josh, those skills will;mean
the differencé between success and
“failure — not only i in eebeel but for
“therestof his life. - %l

- “By the time he ‘reaches hlgh
school, he’'ll know. what works for
him and what deeent ” said mom
‘Lisa. “It still wori't be easy, but those
sklils are gemg to save hlm grlef o
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