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- Vinyl ﬂeermg has alwa}rs been a practlcal floor ceverrng cherce Whether yeu 're. leokmg
5 fur a high-gloss, no-wax appearance or a satin finish stone design, the patterns and colours *
= ef vinyl flooring are ‘dlmost endless. Some- of the new offenngs mclude a charmmg stene— -
_:j; l1ke ‘design, cebblestene and warm, earthtone patterns. =~ - - :
¥ . *Vinyl tiles not only look great but they also cushion the feet more than tlle, hardweed'
and laminate. Vinyl flooring is even available with a matte finish; ‘as opposed to the
_ traditional high gloss finish. The matté finish prmedes the elegance and sephrstrcatren cf
oz ‘“‘""“‘““"‘-;:‘_‘_“"“ el ceramic. . . o R e | | gl e
e W R T N e B Aside from' their many styles and pattems the
; N -advantages “of tiles .are ‘that they’re easy: tﬂ clean, |
SR = E._._._ mildew resistant and hlghl};r durable._ IR ' ,
a1 . Cork fiooring falls' under the category. ef weecl
By flooring, but it's‘not a'traditional wood. Cork comes
' from.the bark of the cork.-oak tree which grows in:
“Portigal, Spain and other Mediterranean countries. - '
The:advantages of cork ﬂecrmg include thermal
and’ ‘acoustical - propertiés- because of its,unique"
cellular structure.. Half: of: the actual volume of the
njratenal is: cemprrsed of small pockets of air which
act:as’ rratural shock-absorbers. - Thus, waikmg or :
standmg'en a cork floor: preduces less fatigue. ;. '
‘Cork “flooring - also blends .in well wrth ether
deceratmns and furniture and comes in a wrde range
" of colors, from its famﬂlar heney tcnea to. green, red,
chocolate and black il Tk :
Q_eramrcatlles have’ been arcund fer centurles and
thejr continue to, capture: the imaginations: of:home *
“owners and; deceramrs.‘ One -of the big: trends is.
: <towards, larger size tiles='12” x: 12%:01:13"ar:13.” “The"
i ;sadva_n_t_ages‘ of: larger tile' sizes is that: thej,r re.easy.to - |
- § ‘keep.: cIean, ._and can be installed in: a’ kltchen a '
TR Ll EEE «*hallway Or-a basemen’t~~--say5 Iehn Moncada; co-.
MPNa TR R 8 owner of Markham Ceramics.in: ‘Markham. “If. they |
' %.z are 1nstalled on a 45, degree angle, it grves a Toom - :
SE e & 8 -more character and a unique appearance.”. -
i A i E . Recently’ ‘there has been’a shift tcwards porcelam
S R ¥ .;ﬂoor tiles. Not only.do. porcelain- tiles.comein a ...
gaeE § variety of colours and patterns, but they ad]ust tc
RE S ar R s e . ‘R room temperature.- - . |
,_ gggﬁgﬁ%g& ' ‘*&”‘_“*"%ﬁéﬁ?"ﬁ' “afCeramic - tiles . wrth etched fimshea are pepu_lar
RN N e _Tow,” says Moncada. “So are granite tiles; because of -
,_ 2LV #_%ﬂ.ﬁ ﬂvﬁﬁ%@ nfthelr elegance, ) durablhty and because they w,lll
__rreﬂil._llia 3 it e * R _" Complement gI'aIlltB Cﬂunter tOPS. e ] "~'r- - -':-"'*h-' ‘ -
Vosaiian o - 7 Before . 'you" purchase any ‘type- of ceramic, or
et e 'p‘ercelam tiles,it’s important to find out about whlch
R e P chd B tiles arebest suited for your purposes. For instance, a-- ;
S e [_;.E:i_m o Findie gla'zed tile in-a bathroom or entranceway: weuld be
RN = S e less practrcal thanatile wrth amatte ﬁI‘llSh b
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