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BY MIKE ADLER
Smﬂ' Wr: rer

A dozen teenage skate- .
bnarders crowded bétween the - money to staff its
*thee racks of shirts and caps at’ “‘portable ‘skatepark, - - said
“DBS - ‘Skate - Supply “in:* Martha Neely, a community
Markham thls week to hear semces department DfﬁClal
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i *Check us uut un the WEB e s frum winter dormancy. FEI'II]IZEI‘ should be applied at this
boatndock com )| time using a 65% ‘slow release granular fertilizer to ensure
s hea!th},r femllzmg The fastest green up'is not necessarily the -
AN Ry ' ‘best green up. Frequent qu:ck raleasa apphcatmns can create
=0k future concerns like low focd storage in the surimer months.
I If. ;you: are seeing. ‘white grubs now; pleasa re-ser;:d the
“damage.. ‘Controls are-not ‘effeciive. at this time, proper -
~controls shﬂuld be dune ‘with “ment“ in July; to prevent -
grubs for: the fall season when' they cln the most damage. to -
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“Nutrition experts now say
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mvlted to speak at the Mam

- Street, Markham store.

~ She suggested the skate-

“boarders could help run the

facility themselves, unlock-
ing it for the afternoon, fold-
ing it back into its storage

trailer and paying a $15 sea- -

sonal membership to keep

. up repairs.

“Wed like it to be a club,”
said Neely, recreation pro-
gram co-ordinator for the
Markham Village Area, later

~adding the town would con-
- sider other ideas.

. The town, which had staff

- supervise the temporary set

of ramps at Centennial
Community Centre, charged

users $2 a day last summer
" but lost money on the opera-

- tion. It is looking for ways in .
1 which the skatep_ark can
~break - even, N

- Community
Services Cﬂnumsamner Alan

-Stouffville’s skatehﬂard

- park, called Over The Edge, is.
- entering its third season of
:“operation  in “Thicketwood 1
--Park near -the downtown
- “core. It's used by skateboard-
ers from arﬂund the Greater
- Toronto Area. Users can buy -
' _a season pass or pay by the -
 hour, with the proviso that all
- must wear safety equipment, -
| including helmets, elbow
| -pads.and knee pads’ {whlch
. canbe rented on-site).-

‘Meanwhile, some teens

| ~have. told the Economist & .
' Sun/Tribune they are notsat- -

"'F're'é“ﬂ_sia’t_ﬁcﬁﬁs’sﬁit,é;'

i Wﬂ}ﬁ

d]lemma for Markham

1sﬁecl w1th the Marl.ham.

park. - "

“It- does -not meet our
needs because it is very
small, there are not very
many ramps and it is not per-
manent,” wrote Kyle Vaudry,
a 13-year-old enthusiast.

Neely, who said the town
wants to have the park at the

~ Markham - 'Village Comm-

Centre this year,

unity

~ thought Main Street business

owners would be pleased to

hear the temporary park will

operate  this  summer.
Skateboarders say they face

“anger from local merchants
~when they practise their
~ sport, and note the town has

heavy fines for skateboarding

on the grounds of public
‘buildings.

DBS Skate S'upply has

been the headquarters for a
.campaign {c

o build a newand
permanent skateboard park

" in the area. Wolfe said the

proposed town budget con-
tains money to study a per-

- manent facility.
But Brad Hainschwang,
“owner of DBS and a consul-
'tant on the project, said the

portable skatepark wasn't

worth the cost.

But Hamscﬁwﬂng is

encouraging customers (o

use the pnrtable facility any-
“to show Markham

cnuncﬂlms the demand for

 skateboarding. “It'll just help

us get the concrete skatepark
faster.”
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