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Despzte shnnkmg ﬁmds York

BY KATHLEEN GRIEFIN
Sre ff Wrrter

: ﬁmts my child in the wheel—
eharr But behind him are a whe!e
Itne ef peepfe who care.”- -

- - -"-‘;—-—SusanMeKumen

Te lor McKinnon is erght years .
eld end in Grade 3. He's"a bright, -
- ‘talkative little guy with a great sense ..
“of humour. He loves horse racing, .
“‘computers and is forever Iaughmg
et the antics of his friends. -

= Taylor. also has: eerebral pdlsy
nnd a mild form of autisin. ‘He's -
eenﬁned toa wheelehelr and needs
“an'education assistant to’ help hl.l'l‘l
- iget around St Memee Cethehe
Seheel in Markham. .

AS Teyler appreeeh ed eeheel ege
hlS parents Susan and Michael, who -,
live outside the school beunderlee,
requested ‘a’“meeting “with “St. -
“iMonica. prmetpal Paul Game: Thle
mede sense, since.. Tey]nr “Was
“attending: ‘the:- deyeere centre -
ettaehed te the eeheel —- the ﬁ:st

""""

ethers eattl ne

L eMr Game. dldh’t b]mk . Sunen

reca]led «“Twent inready to cry, Iwas -

very. epprehenewe I'néeded before-

~“and-after care and wanted-Taylor te
~stay-at; ‘the ; daycare-where ‘he- was -
well-enred for. Mr. Game just. leeked

!'Ii

et mie and said;No preble 3 o

T

- McKinnon’s: expertenee mey net

;b typtcal -But she:has:nothing but’::
- s;p raise:for. St. ‘Monica staff.and ;the:

York: Catholic District School Board. -
"ﬂnhlch she eeys eﬁerecl u;nexp eetecl
suppert |
“Twas net abeut to let Teyler fa]l
threugh the cracks. But I never had .
0 werry
ing-And I know if1 hadn't found this -
“~school and: this deyeere I weuldnt
,heve the child I'have now.”- " ="
‘“Its not magic, it’s ]uet a lnt ef
herd work,”said" pnnelpal Game."
“Cenunumeeuen is critic - Over =

tene we get to. lmew the chlldren

Everyone has been amaz-

x
-

......

end we all werk as: a teem plermmg
me@ﬁmﬂene for each child.”. = -

That. team .includes pnrente
teeehers speelal education teachers -
“and essmtents pnncrpals, beerd etaif

*___end nany ¢ others along the way.:

et

-It's -a massive. meehme thet is

-new running on. low fuel as both.
~York' Region’ ‘boards - struggle with

the ever-increasing numbers of"
epecral needs kids, couipled wrth the
'regtene unchecked growth..

| "In the pent there were Iets ef

e

A S =
......

boards welcome speczal needs smden s

...........

egenetee end met:rtuttene fer par- |
< ents 1o, access,” ‘explained Catholic-
~superintendent of student services
. Lee Wilson.“Now there aren ‘tmany:
_support. sernteee That’s the realrty .
.-mYerk Region.” - - ;3

~Wilson said. eeheele are’ edueat-'f
mg children with medical problems

_never seen in the system before. -
“Five years ago we rarely saw

I‘

jeuttstte children, . or:children with " e
_ ergmﬁennt needs. Next yenr, 55 ltttler
' ones (wrth epecrai neede) ere enter—

'.Id'\.-"'u,

.l-T" "

“H'OW SPECIAL EDUCATION wom(s

.....

.' =t

. enth full pnrental mniuement. = s

1.
1"'
-J‘

- q= .-

~" '- = for students with low wemn epeme
R nesks and worktables:" Y
: -+ 1-To'secure ISA 2 ($12,( Uﬂﬂ per eletm) nnd ISA 3 (52? 000 perelnlm)
fnndmg ‘students must meet seven: criteria, including an-assessment _.
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’r““ 'r ISA
sehnnl bnarﬂs can access:

' iEP - Students u:lentlf ed ne exeept:nnei nnll heve an IEP prepered -
indnnnunl eduentncin plan.This plan addresses the child’s specific. leam-
mg ‘challenges as well:as his/! her disability; physical, intellectual; com- .

. municative; emotional, or hehawnurnl it's rewewetl eeuernl tnmee a yenr

% SEPPA Speelel edunetrnn per pupll emnunt hneed nnt on hnw
Fo ‘rnn nhlldren need special education, but on total numneref stirdents.”
: -"- *_ % Funtllng is $500 per pupll tn Grade 3 $3UD tn Gretl

h|gh eehnni studente T R g

Intenswe eupnnrt end ansesemnnt. There are: three Ieveie
ISA 1 provides for equipment up to $800 -
1.-per. child:This can. include items like speech analyzers, print enlnrgere
hzed enmputer nrngrams or mndn‘ied

thet demnneuntee mnderete-tnfeenere (Ienel 2)

'\-:.1-: i _u rl"'._._ e E “_: ’ .-._.

L

8 end $2{]0 fnr_-“i".‘-'- e

or ee.re_r_e-te prnfnund

FUHDING The mnjnr ehnllenge
yeere despite a jump in. enrolment

™

(Ieve! 3} disebmty Students must reqr.nre mdnuduel suppnrt or eupem- 7
'sion because they are unnble 10 wnrk lnnependenﬂy,

or tn eneure the"-
health endeafetynfnthere.., Hie ek 2 Bl A '

But only 13 per cent

tion rate; meaning 88 per cent of -
tIn:i the }reer befere wnh =

+_explained Louise Moreau, co-ordi-

e Iden’nf’ eetlnn Pleeement end

nursery
- they enter Junior Kindergarten the .
| echeel and teacher are prepared.
- McKinnon remembers that call..
“The teacher phoned me.the

5 mg JK end emeng theee whe are-
‘visually or hearing u‘nperreti 50 per -
: eent are also autistic.” ' | |

'Educators often

summer before Taylor started JK, to

“learn; more about him. She wanted
" to know not only about his physical
‘needs, but his learning patterns,

history. and his pereennhty _
Both boards strive to prnntde-:_,_

e e etudente with the support they
Dollars heve nnt mereened in three ...
due to growth. Sixty-one per cent of
" Ontario boards had more eligible students this year compared to last
“and 82 per cent of boards submitted more claims.
-~ of boards had a higher claim valida
bnnrde had fewer-claims npprnued than they
mnre elelme eubmlttetl S |

_ . _ et Ay YGRK REGION PUBI.IC BUARD
T e R Tntal etudente 89,732 .
-Special education etunents thrnugh th
Rewew committee: 11,351.-
Speelei enueannn funthng, $50 5 mtlhnn

YﬂRK HEGIOH ﬁhTHDI.IG BUARD

Tntel etudents 79 121

Spenrel education etudents 15 tn 20 per eent tden'ui‘ ed en exeep-'
tlnnel or about 13,500."

Speeret edueettnn fundmg. $12 mtllnnn

- need to succeed in-class, while
keepmg them with their peers.

“Whenever peeelble we provide

service' in -the child’s regular class,

supported by a special ed teacher,”

nator of special education for the

“York Region'District School Board.
“That person could be an occupa-". a
. _tional therapist, a speech and:lan-
. guage ‘pathologist or teeehere fer
._the deaf and blind.” -

Students might attend thetr reg-

;u]er classes with part-time in- -class
.euppert Or they mlght ettentl regu- |

try to identify:

pre-eeheelere with special needs, -
like Taylor, while in daycares or
schools.: That way, “when -
. _ty providing tailored programming.

. -
...........

Ky e

"STAFF nnerersresee wnrevnnn '_ g

hevmg eerebral pa]sy nnd a ntﬂd form ef autlnrn.
' ,lnr class for about half the dey; then |

change rooms for more mtenswe
_metruetten in a smaller setting. -
And both boards offer commu-
nity classrooms.— where students
from four or five netghbnurheed

schiools attend classes in one facili-

~ But the growing complexity - of
student needs in an under-funded
.S}FSIEITI is putting lnereeemg stress
on seheel boards, more so since the

'premnee unplemented a newr fund-
" ing mode] in'1998-99. |

" “That year we had" 100 per cent

"1vahdeunn of our eletme for about:
$12 mﬂhen," ersen said. “The fol-

lowing year the criteria were more

 restrictive and the claims that are
_ b_emg denied increase every year.”

“Special education is ehalleng—
ing and umquely rewarding,” said
the public board’s Moreau, adding

funding is consistently greater than
- whnt is provided by the province. . -

.For example, - Ontario-wide
approval rates -went from 86.5 per

- centin 199810 73. 1 percentlastyear.
_ "-“But we're all doing the beet we
- can for these kids,” Wilson said. |

Taylor 1s proof. And his mom
recognizes it's the people whe meke
the dtﬂ'erenee -
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