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Appallmg te read a eelumn wnth se
many generahzatmns ehnut teens

Re What’s sgoingonin the mmd efe uendel?
L A eefumn by Joan Ransberry, April 5.

(3 eppalle me to read such an artlcle w1th s0 _:'

s g ntany generalizations' about teenagers It s
S L'r'{.f.—:‘:peeple like Joan Ransberry whe gn.re the
7 gued" teens a bad name. .
. .“Where does someone: get nﬁ‘ renung and
.'-, .--.'ravtng “about-how she “cannot : deal w1th
teenagers and their. nnebehaweur? % :
Correct me if I am wrong; :but: Iean was
enee a ‘teenager 'too. Whether she was an
exemplary student or a “slob,” she- muet knuw
there are geed teens as well as bad. |

S LA 1. WIt.puzzlés'me to-no, end that she: hae unt-
il R g neseed teenagers ‘whn own' the: etdewalks

i because I'have never seen such behaviour, -

i If Joan has a realistic solution to her) percep- -'_'

o, iR T nun of rebellious: teenagers “borrewlng a:bul-
S e letprnnf veet and cartytng a bat g ie eertamly
'_'g_-',;j_-__- Rather then ttymg to. prevent 1i.nelent:e by

S usmg violence, why not create an awareness

o e U .caimpaign about -Tespectable behaviour and
piieien, 7?3".'..-:':7 ' the success'one can achieve by attendmg
e Ay eehnel and avnldmg criminal actnnty? That

ST eeeme a httle more realleue tome. . "

S At 1 ] DERASMO
PRy I.aek nf extra-curneu_lar aetmtles
hurtmg st_urlents future -
* The ciiirent chmate of pubhc educanen is.-
]EOpﬂl’dJZlng the future nf students aernss
Ontane. Rl
AT With a lack ef eehnel actmty in the past few
SRR T'f'{fé'.'_?ff o .f_;__;-;"\ years, students 'have:been’unable to: ecquue
peio ) e T leadership skills; and, therefore, have ' been
i ,meapable ef meetmg the requtrernents fnr
SIEmAE ;mnver:nty AR iy
i ; = “When: unwersnttee make demande t‘er
Seidiariordi]e adershlp through’ school acnvtty, weneed
e : “ito 0. question whetherthese’activities are; in -’
e wi faet, extra-t:umculer or. eseenual Obvteusly
R S fl.ll}llfq;?ltllES_ ﬁnd no: sepa;;anen betpeeen the

SR ‘:e;{:i ’qugh rneny echeels are ne lenger on a

% : 5 MM 3 ey

-l workatosrule: policy,ythe ' damage has' been'.

a=_E
oy . i
i R R T gt B o
SEelagn T Mt ;’-‘J"l '.‘-"t- Fru Y, s LR R
X TS e L

els B dene. Students no Ienger have the same ehnle- :
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_'._;rleen to the Challenge and made school hfe
- more bearable.

_ avatlable, nor cIn the},r have the same deelre

- For ‘scholarship money,- leadership and .
| eehuel mvnlvement is: nut reeennnended but |
requned i 5 i

“Without eehnnle nﬂ"enng the nennel venewr.: i
ef leadership nppettunlttee nnlj,r the bnghteet :

and the best suffer.

 Similarly, athletes seelung enhancement of
then' skills -and/or schulerehlp funds are left’

_ettugglmg against a system no lenger promot- . .
| tng students’ best interests.

Granted there are a chesen few who have

- Those mdltnduals eheuld be reengmzed

huwever on the whole, school is no lenger as .

fun as it was enly five years ago. |
“Not enly are students’ attitudes euffenng,‘

‘ -:.but SO is theu' future, because schools are not
l'ﬂEEtlng tunveretty requnements g2

ERIN SMITH
Newmerke.t

_Why are Grade 1|] student test
results kept frem parents‘?

2 ¢ recently recelved from the EQAO
(Educanen Quality and Acceuntablllty Office)
tny son’s Grade 10 literacy test results.

0t ennply states that “This student hae eue*

eesefully -::nmpleted the Ontario Secendary
- School'Literacy Test.” I found theee SO- called
reeulte someéwhat mcencluswe ;

9 called the EQAO to requeet a phetn t:epy ef
my ‘son’s : test :results’ and =I- was denied. .
Apparently,l the Grade 10: test tesults reflect
pemenal mfennatten that is pretected under
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s the Freednm of Infnnnanen and Preteennn ef
the Privacy Act. =~

o, .~1find this statement hard to ewallnw [t' the
.J.;reeults reflect personal information regarding -
each individual student, then why are those
- students betng dented a eepy ef theu' own teet
i results? A
" How are etudents to work on the1r areas nf
- weakness if they are net mfertned as to what '

STOCKWELL DAY succeeps
IN DIGGING up DIRT...,..

they are?

If these teet reeults are so pmfate, then why 2
_ did the Harris government release: the results
~to the media befere the EQAO had a ehence to

inform parents?

'f’ illll |
T ol | &

- These tests are apperently ]uet anether pru-
'paganda tool used by .the Harris government

tem.

.10 undertnme teaehere and the edueat]un Sys-

If yeu weuld hke te exprese ynur concerns,

call the EQAO at 1- eee-eer 7377.

IANENELSON'
A2, Aurere

Jum uur nnhne dlseussmns

-jat yurkregmn com
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Yeur epunnn is nnpnrtant to us on our let-

ters to the editor pages and on our website.
We invite ‘you to join the ungetng discus-

‘sions at ynrl-:reglen com and you're welenme -

“to launch your own discussion there, too.

The site serves readers of the York Reglen-

" Newspaper. -Group,  which includes The

-Economist " & ‘Sun, °

‘Stouffville  Tribune,
“Richmond I—IllliThnmhlll!Vaughan Liberal,

_Nemnarketlﬁurera Era-Banner Geerglna
Adveeate end Steuffwlle Sun B
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Speech competitions
a good way to learn
- about our world

t's amazing what you can learn in
-just one morming at a public school.

. For instance, as one of three -

junior speech judges Thursday- at

- Armitage Public School in Newmarket,
learned there are a lot of-traits I would -
, like to adopt from animals. :

- Did you know a wolf cub cansmell a
porcupine eating grass a mile away? Boy,
-that would come in handy in case of a
“surprise visit by the m—lawe Or your
geeky neighbour. -

And apparently a monarch butterﬂy
can eat its own body weight and has 12
eyes. Just point me in the direction of the
nearest buffet table. These butterflies
have the best of both worlds. They eat
~like pigs all day long and still look beau-
- tiful, graceful and CD]DI.II'-SE!W}’ in direct
~sunlight.

Most women ] knew have to sweat it

_.out regularly at the gym, -eat like a bird

on a daily basis and prefer low light and

-~ lots of makeup to look their best. On the

bright side, however, at least when I do
get all dolled up, some four-year-old isn't
‘running ‘after me with a butterfly net.

(Not yet, anyway.)
'Furry, adorable koala bears have sev-

~'eral enviable traits of their own. These

crazy little marsupials sleep 18 to 20
hours a day and when the lazy beggars

. .ﬁnally wake up, they spend the remain-
- ing four to six hours eating and socializ-

ing. Seunds a lot like my early 20s.
But' seriously, that’s a lifestyle to
which I-could eertamly become accus-

end te make a keala bear’s life seem
even more tempting, the females give

_birth after only 35 days. Did you hear

-five days. .
:So, their offspring come out looking

1 hl(e pink jellybeans — it's only 35 days.

I've had headaches longer than that.

- The infamous Big Ben-had quite the
life. This $1.5-million horse sunrived
surgery and a car crash and is only one

- of two non-humans to be awarded the
: Order of Canada. Now that’s a career.

I also learned people in the icy town
ef Inuvik actually drive on the Beaufort
Sea, enjoy a spectacular view of the
northern ltghts and pay $6 for one egg.

- Other interesting facts: most young
peeple think of dads as “big kids” and
agree homework ruins an- otherwise
great weekend. |

Teachers would be hemﬁed to leamn
their students, apparently, catch them

“with 'their pinkie up.their nose” 'an
perfonmng other bad habits. = -

. Judging speeches of these talented
grade 4,5 and 6 students was alot ef fun

- and, yes, rather informative. "~ |
- Allthesp eeches were well reeearched
and well delwered It takes-a lot of
.-’ courage and nerve to get up in front of
“-your peers; and talk for three to five min-

| ~utes and it was a dlﬁcult task te cheese
j__']ustthteemnners. CYRATD S iy Fan
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