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NG -2~ while Markhaiii’ Stoufiville- -Hospital " 'I'he mearaa enrnmnntt:.' watehed “installed the device in‘niné; patients. -

- received '$7.3’inillion’ to expand tte “with curiosity’— and. ‘éven’ anger = . But laté"in’ November, ;\hen: Carriére "; A

- g emergencydepartment_ s eugeanng'ferk County was being 100 - trasquesnenmgrfh:sgarnblehadheen" %

#E Announcements | of - t'unrlmg fnr aggrESSWE in its puraurt nf the cardjae ““worth all the risk. he received aperson- . -

lnng-ten'n care and other health-relat- |
erl“ininauvee flowed, but local officials

'. "ul,--

-actually rnatenaltze.

.2 “At* Markham' Stouffville, a reg;lena]
apeeeh and Ianguage program to bene-
' fit_toddlers was launched, almost a’
.. decade_after prngrame were ee*.rerely

tioning whether the dellara wenld
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weleemed them -with caution,” ques- -
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caalsrmas 'MERCHANDISE,.VELOURS,
" PANNES, VELVETS & VELVETEENS, .
- FASHION POLYESTER SOLIDS & PRINTS, .
meratuc & LACE FABRICS, RAYON PRINTS & euaneurs'
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l:litthE region. - " -
- At -York (;‘:enntj,F the t‘eeue was to.
heeeme the ne:rt earrhae eentre 1n

-

‘It-was’ a dtearn hesprtal preerrlent

: I.lnlt.

It had he:eme the blﬁﬂﬁl challenge :

n!‘t‘:arnerea career.
“In’ January, Fehntary and Mareh
: there were a lot of people who ehjeeted
to’ how we were doing things — that

“was pretty well the worst time — feel- -

ing the wholé thing was on your shoul-

- ders and the only people euppemng it

- was the board, staff and the patients :
ge tting service,” recalls Carriere.

“ A teaching hospital official even told
“ him'to hta t‘ar.:e that hte plart wnuld_

never fly.

“We were rnektng

the beat “ho

Dan Carriere envisioned four yearsago,
when the. heapttal issued its strategic -
p!an naming¢ardiac care, mclndtng
dtagneatte and surgical services,’as a .
. prime area ‘of focus. No one outside the
hea ital thought they were: serious.
“Ita not often a’strategic plan sees
the light of day, let alone see it become:
rea11t1.r T have the t'eehng alot of people.
“ didn't knew how serious we were, but
Z:people’ . in-this. ‘hospital ‘aren’t ‘sur-"
“prised,”; he said: “The hospital- board -
apprmred ‘the. etrategte plan’ with'the -
knewlerlge we wnulri he puraurng 1t
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“In" March, the hospital’ began per-
fnrrntng cardiac: pacemaker ‘imiplants
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-and partnered: with General Electric to -
-' the heaprtat partnered wrth General C.a

deubt about it and’it was felt right
_ threugh Metro Toronto and around the .
province. Pedple wanted to know 1arhat -

we were derng and how™: . :
C.arnere said critics, ekeptreal that a

- r:t:nnntnrnt‘_',r hospital ; could prevrde
““such ‘a:service, must- be educated to " -
g understand that a ‘better -outcome .
~doesn't net:eeeartlj!,r eerne frnnt a hrgger ;

facility. .

“atfCan there he eaee!]ent:e in entall
eentrea‘-’Tltat S nur taatnn t"nr thra heap:—
tal "-hesaid. : :

“During an npen heuae Yerk tiuc:lnnntg,r the wall when the Tofies made it e]ear
hospital * they' euppnrted service close to homie :

heltl for’ the public,in June,”

‘board eharrperann ann McPherson
acknowledged: the vicious debate that::-
~“'had been ragtng narer the eartilae een- o
v tra. S Franton
To: ahnw the n'nnta-,tr';,r ‘r’erk Ceunt}r T
could be the' provider of cardiac care,’ “region ‘as far:as eardrae aerweea gn. e T
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: *'~yen access’ service. . would: Hopeja -

&

'+ 2l call from Health Ministér Elizabeth’ -
Witmer, informing’ him his® hospital ' .
~would he the next regtenal eardtae"- .
EE'-'I?IIIE. i Ry § SR

To ehaervera ara:l the regrene nther 5
two hospitals, ‘the annenneernent* i

earne asa eernplete shock: &k 12
‘The location ofa cardiac centrewaa

under review by the District: Health*

Council—in fact, the ateenng ennarut— -

' tee hadn't even had a meeting yet."”

“In' the spring of 1997, Markhant
Stenﬂ*nﬂe and York Central had ‘sub--:
-mitted a proposal that outined a plan-
for a catheterization lab at Snnnybrnnk
Health Science Centre with service dee-
ignated for York Region residents. "

- Both Markham' Stouffville and Yerk
Central had argued that the t:ent:ae did:- -
st heleng in the nerthenr part ef t.he- 3
‘region. "

. York Ceantyra pian, hnwetrer, was an
--aggressive pushfor'a made- 1n-‘:’nrk
Region solution that puta  cardidc cén~
_tré in ‘the'Newmarket heaptta] which? .
wnuld service reardenta l'rern as far- .j'
awa},r as Muskoka. s o
! Carriere says he’ aaw the wnt.tng en

"-\.. -'.

‘and {the “Markham- Stnnfﬁnlle.-"'r'erk'_' SR
~Central’ pla.n rhdnt pla},r tntn that pht-_' S
]GSDph},’ e
.= “I'believe therea 2 gnnr,i pnaaththtj,r'
we ‘would* have’ had *nothing for thte

rriere said. s
 The Dtetrtet Health Cnnnerl harl ]nat |
begnn reviewing - ‘the ;options' —" a
' process -that was totake at: Jeast 'six
“months, :when ‘the’ anneuneentent
‘came fromWitmer. -~ - g
“I ‘think: ever},rbed}r is aeratehtng. -
" ‘their heads over the process. It came,
“out."of -the blue,” ‘said “Markham .
_Stouffville Hospital "acting president ¢
Jim Maclean.-“Who made the decision?
Obviously, it was a very political deci-,
_'sion and' I ‘don't think ank t:nnnt}r _
weuld denythat” -\ - Bk

‘HEALTH.CARE REVOLUTION '’ s

‘-"'1? $ .:'.»r! Lis0EEs agities 3 G0N ey 11-1.;}'1[.‘} -
‘Carriere says Markhant reerrlents !

‘have" alwaye had  access to: Metra .
: “Toronto services and now they havethe: '
i best, of both:worlds.; For-residents’ ef
' Pefferlaw; and :Bradford, " the service

_ _repreaenta a revolution in‘health care.}
... “For, peeple at the satith‘end of the

. reg;uen they' now: have two choices.
~*Now they can also do what we've been
- doing for years— travel goes both wa}fa |
‘and there’s a lot less stress involved i in
- “travelling north;” he said. " i
L | & phyatetane want:.to- eenttnue

* referring ‘patients:to. Sunn}rhrnak and -
St. Mike’s, that will continue. But what _
this boils down to is there's a regtnnal -
program in the prew nce of Ontario and
you enter it-and it determines: where

physician’ would. do_the reapenathle -
thing and let their patient go where
" space is “available: When you hatre ¥1
heart problem, time is of the eaaeneeti =
" Patients may also need to be een-
wneed about where they receive ear;e,
‘says Richimond’ H:II eardtelegtat Dr
Ene Gangbar. - :u
" -“Most patients_in- the anuthweat
tend to grat'ttate to the Toronto area. It
- makes muchiore sense forthemto gn |
“to a regional centre at our. hnapttal or
Snnnyhreek rather' than "to’ ank
County,” said Ganghar. A el
.2 :“If you drive north from Ftneh+nr
““Sheppard;' you .naturally flow. inte
- :Richmond Hill." AR SR il
Despite -the.criticism’ ntrer ‘the
‘process, no one can'deny the ‘benefit’
.such a deeig;nanen W'ill bnng the eern—
- ntnntt},,r T :
“But questions remain — what wﬂl
“the budget be and will it be enough?+!
When-York Central took on: the
regional dialysis program, it created an
- influx of : patients with -other’ dleease_
' rmpheanana requiring care in aréas
~such as medicine and surgery — it alse
“created a$1.5-million deficit the hospi:
‘tal wasstill looking ferrehet' from in lafe
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