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Pmperfy maintain yﬂur tires
No tire can provide good wet traction once
the thread is worn be!ﬂw 2/32-inch tread
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1. {SOP] Many ramy-day wrﬂt:l-:s are caused by
_ motorists failing to appreciate the vast differ-
" ence between driving in wet and dry condi-
.- tions.
: - To drive safely on wet pauement you have
| to recognize the demands that you, your vehi--
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cle and your tires face. It’s very different than

.driving on dry pavement, but many motorists

fail to change techniques and attention.
That's when many wet-weather accidents
occur. ;

Wet Weather driving tips
Skmr dozon

As your speed decreases, the tire footprint
(the amount of the tire’s tread contacting the
road surface) increases, providing better trac-
tion. You also reduce the risk of hydroplan-

_.ing, should you run into deeper water pud-

dled on the road.
Maintain a safe distance

Even with a good wet weather tire, be pre-
pared for longer stopping distances on wet -
pavement. Since other cars may not have
proper tires for wet weather driving, be extra
alert at stop signs and red lights.

Choose tires carefully

Too many drivers buy a tire based on ini-
tial price or appearance. For optimum per-

- formance in the rain, select a tire with tread

design -and rubber’ compounds' that’ provide

- enhanced wet weather driving capabilities.

Check your tires regularly and replace
them at the proper time. Also, maintain the
proper air pressure in your tires; check your
vehicle manufacturer handbook or the door
jamb for the proper air pressure for your par-
ticular vehicle and tires.

Go smoothly

When braking, " accelerating or turning,
avoid jerky, abrupt movements.
Avoid hydroplaning

- If you feel your vehicle starting to
hydmp!ane (riding on the surface of the
water), take your foot off the ac::eleratnr -
don't hit your brakes. °

If you have a manual transmission, pu&h
in the clutch and let the vehicle slow down -
until control is regained. - '
Plan your braking

If you are entering a curve, slow down and
brake gently befure you start to turn.

Turn on your lights
Most cars today automatically emplny the
headhghts even in daylight, but if yours is an’
older model that doesn’t, make sure you turn
your lights on in wet weather. | |
It may not help you see, but it will help

_other drivers to see you.
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