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. To say that The Frederick Horsman Var-
ley Art Gallery of Markham is the result
ef one persens efforts alone would dis-
; miss the. many who have worked so
‘hard to. see it come to fruition. Without .
Kathleen Germley McKay, however,
e the gallery weuld certainly not exist, and
qu1te lrkely, ner weulci many of the masterpieces it
helcls ,
g Kathleen Germley Mel(ay was born i in Umenwlle
:_:-‘| in 1899 Her father a landewner and her mother,
; a gtfted arnateur singer, sent her to the Royal Con-
| servatery of Musre to study voice. She met her hus-
i band Donald while singing -in a church’ choir and
ia married him‘in 1927 in-St. Phillips Church (located
B next to the gallery). Donald’s job as a food chemist
with a ‘large American. phan'naeeutteal company
took- the couple to* Baltimore. In the late 1930s,
_ Denalcl ~developed multiple - sclerosis, forcing the
couple te return to Terente where they purchased.
a rooming: house. -
¥ In 1952, Kathleen
[ iied the studio of
:.E_Fredertek Varley to-
' “inquire . “about - com- : ._ LT . ._
; ""-_ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂlﬂﬂlﬂg a Pﬂﬂfalf Kathleen Germ!ey McKay was a frequent SUb]ECt of Fredenek Varley
' ¥ - of her husband. For This is a ehareeal and pencil sketch, Kathy c.1953.
.the next. [/ years, a | . s | =i S :
close friendship devel- teacher. In turn, she nurtured Varley's artistic passion  amassed over the years. Kathleen then sold her his-
oped between the by setting up a studio for him in the basement of toric Unionville house to the Town e-.' Markham in
McKays and the aging their Unionville home and flaunting his talents at 1978 Ten years later, despite being couted by other
artist, who _shortly . every opportunity as a famed member of the Group  art institutions, she signed an agreement with the
{ after -their meeting, ~of Seven. s | _town whereby she promised to- donate her entire
| : -accepted an invitation Kathleen was a significant source of artistic inspi- - collection of more than 80 oil '-paint'in"gs - water-
i 5 % to live wtth Kathleen ration for Varley in the last years of his life, often colours and drawings to ‘be housed in a gallei}r suit-
| B and Denal_d. In- 1957, posing as his model. The insightful artist captured  able to their display and- preseruatten Seen after the f
‘the trio moved to Kathleen’s many moods, from his reverent depic- * town. purr:hased a Umenwlle property at ‘the north-
Kathleen’s . ancestral tions of her beauty and warmth to snapshots of her - west corner of Main Street and Carlton Road as the
S B ~home in’ ‘Unionville, a eaptwating srnrle and studles of his sub;eet in tran-_ : gallery site. ]ust a few short steps from that site, the
.. Denald and Kathleen -_'Grathre Revival style quil repose. After her husband died in 1968, fol- y _eettage that had been home toVarley and the McK-
el €.1922 -eettage they dubbed: " lowed by Varley in 1969 - - X ~ays was ennverted into
o -Burndennet butlt englnaily by her great-grandfa-i' Kathleen returned ‘The Kathleen Gormley
: ‘ _ther Salem Eckharclt in the l8405.. Toronto with the eensrcl MeKay Art Centre, a
y Varley eneeuraged Kathleens artrstle efferts The- 'erable - collection _.ef. venue for exhtb tions by
two " eften embarked en sketehtng trrps “together, works by Varley and his -.-'lvaeal arttsts and art class-
Kathleen s art dtsplaytng a rnarked mﬂuenee by her'. '-.enntemperanes she had" Kathleens lengtlme'
1 “ £ s el i 4 'drearn to establish The
' e Frederick Horsman Var-
o ley Art Gallery of
- "’ 5.'._. '''' - Markham ‘began" to
ST materialize in the fall of
""" ' 1994, w1th Kathleen the
! N guest star at: the greund
: breaklng eererneny As :
s f fate wnulcl have |t 1ust months before the gallery"-’:
.' o 'f- | _. was® due to epen Kath!een Mcl(ay passed away:in
G i Terente at the age ' of 97,0
e "‘5' : The gutdtng Ilght behind The Fredertek Hersman
2 . Varley Art’ Gallery ef Markharn wrll always be Kath
; R kg _Ieen Gerrnley McKay
Mool o . Shelis remembered affeettnnately by these whe
; f.; 5 o ;.?;t&ﬁ{:ﬁ oy ; knew her as a weman ‘of m-::lernttable sptnt pes-
k'-' o ,I"-‘-f; :: g“‘ 5 .;-. S :"sessrng a wry sense eﬁ,humeur aand d_isplaytng
R =Aa i PR, MSahiatls -t T | ACEEN—- ' ; “ r great genernsrty Z";' X -.-—_.,-:gl
fi:}jti55"Th""u}‘;lfr:':rmer’éﬁBtﬁmrﬁtﬁE riﬁ‘ﬁéfm‘?etta%e#eﬂﬁﬁ lf"iieﬁ\hll t‘ﬁaﬁﬁ'S}., i n':ﬁlﬁrtt_hﬂ "“Kéth‘i‘%ﬁ* e?mley*MEK“V Kathleens gtft is now-a part ef Markharns trea-
G -f‘-:f ﬁf?a* S Art Centre Abeve,t-ifarley and Gerrnley MeKay at hame ' 1957.1 .Su[,?d_;leg'éﬁ}}‘r“ ';';:;;-3__-:__._.- |
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