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temperature olar radiation;’ Wind speed, iSnow cover, rv?avee, currents, - .
and tides; the size and depth of the body of water, Underwater‘ vegeta-: ~ .'
~ tion. For example; a small lake freezes earlier in the winter than larger -

lakes A faet-rneﬂng river freezes later in the season or perhape net at e iR

ERennd Charaetenstws ef Ice - ¢ i g
The better you underetand ice, the safer you will be on it. Yeur under- BN

~standing eheuld be based eu the celeur ef ice and on ether aspeets that g e
determme its strengl:h | i i
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The colour of ice is an md.leatmn ef 1ts quallty and etrengl;h e
* Clear blue—-—tetrengest 5ok 1 2 i Bl
3, Wlnte ‘opaque O Snow" ice — fermed when water-eaturated Snow e
freezes on. top of ice, malﬂng an e'pa"Que Whlte 1ee that is usua]ly enly -;

half as etreug as clear ice.-
£ Grey ice — the greyneee mdmatee that water is preeeut ueuall;r,r fmm

thawmg ~ : .
-Clear, blue is: the etren eet type ef 1ee. ,,ItS etreugth mereaeea ae the .

temperature drops further below 0 'degrees G: However, if the' tempera— ke
- ture drops very qmckly, euch as evenught mternal etreee 'aiithm the 1ce _";;' g
1tself can weaken it. - .- St
| Likewise, remevmg snew frem an. ice surfaee may reeult m a temper-
ature drop within the'ice‘that weakens theice. Thus,.if you clear snow.
frem lake or peud ice for heekey Or- skatmg, _eene1der tlue 1ee to be enly

half as strong as'it appears. | : ' - 5 e, = )
~Large vehrcles such as. pmk—up trucks er cars: cempress the ice: when S

they drwe over it. The ice returns to its: engmal qualities' after the load -

“is removed. The ‘mévement of the vehicle across the.ice also:creates:a.

‘wave in thé water under the ice that Weakene 1t After vehleles have

heen on the ice, reeheek its tluckness S '
- Before an aet1v1ty on the ice, measure the ice, to detemme whether 1t i

- is thick eneugh to suppert the peeple and eqmpment fer the actlmt},g aud

-

check that the ice is uniformly thick. o i P
‘Some reereatmn ;,departments: and. eemmuruty greupa meaeure 1ce Fa
thlcl{neee in.areas “for- public use. ‘during the winter months. ‘Find‘out 1f __ "-3_,-?. -
:this service 1is’ avallable in yeur eemmumty er in areas te Wthh yeu are. .
travellm S o 1
CIf y'eu muat determme ice thleknees yeureelf dnll teet helee 15 metrea
apart in‘a river or 30 metres apartin-a:lake. When'going onto the i 1ee te f'"f,j[
~:drill these holes: preeeed with caution in case of ice breakthreugh f}-"‘. Fooa
" For recreational use, make sure: the ice is thick. eueugh for the. partre-
ular activity. Use the felleaung guidelines. for blue 1ce thlckneee _ Be eure S
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the thickness is umferm threugheut the area e A O e T P T
‘*Individual or partner activities - 15 em tlu k o AR R e S L
* ‘Group : activities - 20 ¢m- thick.:: PR s
“* Operation.of snow, machines - 25 em thu:k ; .-j'.: ;
* Operahen of heavy.vehicles - 40 cm thick’ I S MR '.1:_._:.';1'.;'_-.:1-.-1.'i

In addition to. underetaudmg the emurenment ef celd and 1ce_ The
Canat:han Red:Cross-Society suggests: that staying safe:during your. u':e e

e s

aetwmea meludee fellewmg certam eafety guldelmes whlle eugaged ;’;’1._{5
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1zed"equ1ph nt* *any typ;,: 2 lecamon anyleeudl_tmn to_“"Kl_dE ‘Helr -’L‘: : ,{;;‘1




