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By JIM ROBINSON

Metru]and Car Critic;; B
“The ‘only, . problem ~Honda -

l“faeesnn.i'ith its ‘new minivan
the Odyssey. is keeping eus-
temers at -bay until they ge en
sale in mid- Deeember.. VRE L

| “Brilliant is- a wsrd I seldsm
use with any vehiele”...ut the

. Tew Odyssey is ‘just’ that As

in i‘aet they drive like a nnni-
= eratien ones. with Tear. drive
~“which’ were . based on.small -
pickup trucks.- The' Odyssey
reallj,r does drive' like a car: At
.. one’. peint rnj,.r co- driver ‘was
. going 80 mph-on:a twe-lane
_road and I thought: we - WeEre -

dsing 60 mph In'somé nf the
ﬂther frnntdrive minivans 80

_van particularly the first-gen- .'
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“At this writing Hsnda had
net ﬁnalized pricing but, it"
should . he In -the . $26, 000-
“$28,000 range ‘Honda brass’
_‘used . Previa,: MPV,_* d:
Viliager as:; segment targets..
'*No - mention’. was” rnade nf
Caravaaneyager. GRS x
Odyssey medels

u-'lJl- lu

- we should have expeel:ed from ~mph (140 kmh) is a very neisy Canada come in a- single trim
“place.to be but not: S0 in"the” level with standard featu_res

He-nda.,_ it’ is nimble, ¢apa-
eieus and_ innevative all at-
the Samie. HIne.: i ri o
My first.view: nf the Odyssey
“was walking areund a corner .
leeking for - thé new:-V6-pow-
ered Accord and being rne_t l_}},f
a rnini;.ran ef Villager preper-r
tiﬂﬂS | = -“
With--«a :rather pretiy pug
nes_e, the_Odyssey was a sur-
i.xprise ‘and :yet very Honda all::
at'‘once:»On .the: outside: it
‘uses feur deers instead- nf a
sliding unit.at one side. .
~Inside; it:is  airy and. bright
with slartiing ‘headroom. Like
the ‘Civic, ‘the ”inside rnenl
ubelies Wwhat seems- to. be out-:
“.ward’ ednipaetness “And sit-,
ting behind “the -steering’’
wheel one ‘knows .r,instantly;_
he{shes ‘driving:;a’ Honda:
-4"" :thanks to the familiar gauging
‘ andE'plaeement ef switchgear
~For. anyene who' Ieved their
Civic; sork iAccord,’ hejr.'"'*?
geing'_tp he_ made tn feel_ very

‘- i e -‘i{|___r
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~.much.at; hnme Yeuv heard

_'.\‘l-\.l-- Vg e iy,

'rniniv_a'n "‘"makers*'say their~ :that was"done ‘with just:_ twn,:- baek
~ward’ “facing: twm “seat: ‘Wwhich 7 |

. have dubbed-"j '
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Ody'ssey ‘That's. due. te the
“adoption of feur-wheel deu-
“ble - wishbene independent
suspension  with- "~ Honda™~
- Progressive Valve [HPC] shock
“absorbers 'and 'stabilizer bars
“all of which were faetered to -
- make“the vehiele feel ‘like an’
~ Accord. Braking is. by feur*
~wheel’ discs ‘with ABS as an-:
eptien L

-Theonly; per-ter

.|.,.'1-.... v

able is. ‘Honda's' trusly 22-“-

: Ii_t_lf "r-+feur ‘cylinder, %140 hp,:
lﬁ-valve engine meunted

trsn'isirersel},ir and - drwlng the ..

FRT=T T

" frontzwheels : thnugh -a fuur--

5 speed.: eleetren_ie __autematie
transmi$sion, (the only..one
‘offered;’ a | five- speed man'nal
being unavailable Also" .
unavailable [until perhaps
next year] is the 2. 7 litre VG
Wh..ECP. has - finally fnund Ats'

L way.: into »the’ Henda lineup
Based en”my time" with the

plant 1avail- -

ol . B

“ncluding’ ‘dual ‘air’, hags Jair’

e i-""-"'\-s.

‘conditioning, _power. windows-;
. mirrs_rs -locks, -and ;15- _ineh
“-wheels' with. ali-season: ;tires. -
As all: feur deers have: w1n—-.-
_dows; it’ S thnught this should:.
supply eneugh seeen'dary
- ventilation. 'I‘he rear side_ win-

oy -
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dews are fi.xed
Odyssey eemes 1n twe s_eat_—
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.The six-seat_er ‘hﬂﬁ_ twe eap- X :
tain s_chairs'’in: .the _nnddle”
 row:that' can be removed:indiz;
vidually, while tthe’ lfseven-"f:?
-seater _. chas.a® fn_ld ferward
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It:is - with- the rear seat _'__[_hat
the innevatten can be: feund
It can’ be i'elded down; _te- dis-.

l. 'l. .

‘appear: under:the. flesr" Ttican =
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seats eeme" wrth_ headrests fer'

“And speal{ing nf safety.d th"e., '
Odyssey meets all 1997 safetyar
requiré’ﬁié‘nfsnfur s1de::' n"i_‘iﬁﬁ(:t
- protection plus a:30-mph: ﬂff
‘set’“front, > frontal ™= -and? »i-éar'

' impact: preteetien -a=erush
% "fenes designed in:; -;-"-.-; E
-Honda : ha‘s” 'learned well
Y frem the eempetitien and
while heing among the last: ef
- the big alitomakers to offer a -
minivan"' ‘they have' taken: the
genre anether
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