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. Public school beerd director
fBeb Cressman will be paid his
full salary for a year plus a
$48,000 consulting fee following -
his retirement June 30, The
Weekender ‘has learned. -

- Estimated ‘to be worth
between. - $200,000
~deal

was

pnvete meeting April 7.

.-A copy of the eentreet was
, ?leeked te press Wedneedey
"efterneen Under the egree-

‘man will retain
ee, even though |}

. earlier

and. .

his status as a |£:
board employ- |

he is retiring as |
director a year |: @&
than |:
planned. . He 's.e
wﬂl réceive: his |4
full salary —
between:

CHESSMAN

: HOW can 1t be BOW@S

The Yerk Reglen Beerd ef Edueetlen trustees veted twe-te_—ene fer

1 ,'_ the deal to give their retiring director a $230, 000 geedbye

July 1, 1994 for hle services ee a
consultant to the board. Includ- -
-ed in-that fee are three reports
he will write on 1ssuee feemg

" the board. . -
" ‘Several trustees epenly dis= ~

egree with the deal but they -

“were-out-voted durmg leet
'--week special 1 .
| %1tehureh-8teuﬁ'vﬂle truetee
".‘Harry Bowes accused.a group of " |
__f-."tmeteee including board chair-
$120,000 and $135 000 a year - ~“man’ Bill Crothers; of using- the
-and his benefits, which’ include - j
the free use. of a car. He will
_reeewe enether $48 000 efter_. Bewes said yeeterdey' “They

~just'paid-him off. " They . made-" '

meeting.

package to get rid of Cressman.
“It’s ‘absolutely disgraceful,”

him a: sweetheart deal, it’s as

. simple .as that.” Crethere and a -

-group of trustées -once known as

“the Reform Team-have epenly
-:feuded .with Cressman iin the

ment Bewee se.ld Cresemen hed
- originally agreed to leave at the
end of his contract June 30, -
1994 wrtheut eny gelden hend-
ehekee ~

“But that ehenged leet Auguet
“when trustees decided to hire a
‘new ‘director this July.
‘man: had erlgmelly egreed to-

‘coach the new director for one -

‘year. But that arrangement
“was altered last week when the
new:! eempensetmn packege was
~:approved. ~Cressman'.

~early retirement. - e

enythmg in-my life,” he said

“This"is just-a major confict "

~between  trustees: thet I’
eeught in the rmddle of.”. Mg

‘Cressman was angry someone {_'-",;-_
~_‘ -'awhele yeer

hed leal-:ed hre retirement. peck-

Creee-- -

‘said -
- Tuesday he wesn’t fereed mte..._

L ~happy:for - Creeemen
‘gonna: get perd fer enether_-_r'-

ege te the preee i - _
The final clause in the eek-;,
-agé says the deal “shall net be'.
dreelesed to'the public.” ]
. Cressman- threetened to take
.legal.action” egmnst anyone who
‘Aurora . -
-Truetee Ron Wallace said he’ d15~_‘ ot S

breake that ‘clause:

~agrees ‘'with :the compensation

- package but there’s nothingthat: = .
“¢an be done about-it now. Wal- .- .
14cé said he and.other frustees .
t_beheved they had’ eneugh votes”
-tostop the peekege but three - -
trustees swung the other'way .
~.when the vote was taken. “I ' ..
“T've never been puehed 1nte_"_"- ‘wondered what. the hell'do Wer o
7 ~want to get rid of him'a yeer}'-'
‘early for?” Wallace: eeked o b
“don’t agree with-it; but AP
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A one-year contract allows Bob Cressman to resign as director thls . past.:Crothers deelrrred to'com- .

- summer yet collect his director’s.salary until his retirement from the'
..~ board 12 months later. In addition he’ll receive a $48,000 consulting |-
- fee;:but-at least eu-: trueteee voted egemet the deel eeeerdlng te a.
] .heerd source. , o a8
" The Weekender asked seven ‘trustees their opinions on the deal:. . |:frdissisvid
- 'HARRY BOWES, Whitchurch-Stouffville: “I don’t khow how he een AR e
be an employee of the board and a consultant to the board.” = B B
“RON WALLACE Aurora: “My preference would have been. for (Bob - | Ll o
- -Cressmen) to stay.” Wallace said the majority of the board felt differ- | §. =" 7
ently, and the democratic process prevailed. Because the contract | [ | e |
‘was d1eeueeed in a prwete eeeemn Welleee weuld net dleeuee 1te B b S B S T
terms:; ' R RN Neaeeidbn Gl Gl Ashle Ce rter tx nf
i K"lN TAYLOR EﬂSt G‘L‘.Fl]]lmbury ThB Chﬂﬂgﬂ tﬂ' PH‘Y ﬂff CI E‘SSI’HHH' .. - - R o 5 e i iF & S : OrChard Pﬂl’k PUbIIc T "-':
“made me mad, y Taylor said. He added his anger is directed toward- i-School brushes: down:
the process. “I'm not upset with the new: director or the old director .. ~a.cow at the:Markham
~ (but) 'm against paying two directors for.one job.” Aeeerdmg {0 Tay- K LTy r. Falrgreunde,;en F"dﬂy
- lor, Cressman-is not getting any. extra fees this year altheugh he & B ':' -“'-‘ £ias’ part of .the.York::
- admitted the director might receive consulting fees. i =z 7 Pizza: Pru;ect Children
" HEATHER SINCLAIR, Richmond Hill: This trustee refused to dle- _ learn about:how thE
- oh cuss what occurred in private and said she could be sued for disclos- ne elemen:Is “I plfl'zlz
~ ing the director’s contract terms. But Sinclair said she was d1eep- EI';E mai'et’h r:ar:se A
" pointed in what is happening with taxpayer’s money. - : i “fﬂ Eeﬁfﬂ 5 erEu St 32 a:
. .LES PENGELLY, ng “Im. unheppy with.the prmelple b Pengelly. : e Ras Studente frem
" said, referring to. the sudden switch in Cressman’s role at'the board |- agress.the reglnn take
for the 12 months starting in July. “It directly put Bob Cressmanout. ‘|- pert in-the: preg‘fﬁm 5
the door. I-don’t get an answer to my question, ‘What’s the rush?”. - | E¥C ST, et 2 b 47 & B, o ; eeeh yeer.} S
-Pengueilly ‘would not eennnenit on t}he questlen of Cressmen recemng*- gl o RN L T L s Wl
consultant fees plue his regular salary. | " K N oo LN | st o S e ;_;_,_.;;-.;-._;:. g AR = §
- BILL CROTHERS, Me?lihem “Bob Creeemen has ereeted end' I Fhﬂfe‘ﬁTEVE 5‘3"'5"”“5
' built an organization. If the board is contemplating making ehanges |
- to.that it would put him in a position of disagreeing.” When asked:if - '
it is worth it to pay Cressman a eensultmg fee,- Crethers se1d “The .

| Jm ajority of the trustees believe so.’
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_Jehneen said the 1992 execu-
‘tive, of which she served as 1st -
- vice president to Tony Arrlge
“werked like hell.”

(Pleaee See Pege 2)

The j,fear 1992 preved te be a
challenging and often disap-
pointing 12 months for the
Whitchurch- Steuffvﬂle Cham-
ber of Commerce - one which its -

new president doesn’t wish to =~

. The Whltchureh—Steuffwlle Hortleulturel Seelety is eele~
brating its 70th anniversary: this year andis inviting re51-

| " dents and members to attend its first meeting and floral -
show on Men.., Aprll 19 at 8 pm. et the Stouffwlle Umted
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