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Users w1ll
" have to. get
used toit

tis easy to sympathlze vnth :
‘those opposed to the fee_._.- i

' structure: for public skatlng in.

-~ Stouffville. When it costs $8 for .| * -
a family ‘pass here, it is frus-- |
tratmg to see Scarboreugh Tesi= |-
dents paying $2.50. Still other - | .. -
tox#'lfs' etﬂl put up eutdeer rinks |

But resrdente are: gemg te:j-’_j; AT Y
have to"get used ‘to-the fact |-
that the well is: drymg up for®
“many of -these services. Scar- | v -
borough can afford $2.50:skat- |~ .
ing passes: because there ‘are .i|.- -
~ half a million: ‘people living .| -0 "o
there Steuffwlles tax’base can’:i| sl s
_not‘support:as: much, and to i T
keep the taxes® dewn user- fees;;_-_-"’-' R
“will-be the rule; net the exeep-;;—-’.,z ol

tmn in: f'uture. )

Eight-: rir:'rllare—j may be-r._.f
extreme and there mrght be; )
room to maneuver on the. cost,

~‘but don’t: Took: for .50¢ admrs-

sion tickets anymere These”_, 1

daya are gene

en’t k]d }reuraelf the reees-..___

-sion is nowhere near over."
In fact,.as manylocal werkere

""';.'_and companies discovered last
“'week, hard times are just hegm-

ning. Despﬂ:e ‘national economists’

v predletlene ‘that the: toughest -
- - recessionary times are behind us,
. people should. hold on _tight to -
-“'their savings account if they re-
- “lucky enough to stash-one."
I ‘Proof that challenging tlmes are -
: -__here to stay was more than-evi-
" _.dent last ‘week as more than a
-~ -handful -of . now- “unemployed
.- Usxbridge and Steuff\elle werkera.-
- lost jobs, - e
S5 There were '?3 peeple frem all-.
drfferent facets ‘of employment
> thrown out of work from both com- -
- munities reeently victims of com-

pany “restructuring” plans —

| '_-j:breught on by this. decade-long.
- recession that wrll continue te-'
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erty-erght peeple leet the1r ]ebs

at Uxbridge’s 50-y ear—eld Coca-

Cola Bottling plant on. Franklin

Street; five more jobs were. axed:
.- from the Uxbridge Cottage: Heap:—--
- tal; three- Whitchurch- Steufﬁrllle'

civil sérvants kissed their jobs*

~ good-bye last week and the town's’
physmtherapy clinic, serving both'
communities,, was. threatened
recently with deer—elesmg Ontario
- Hospital Insurance. Premlum *
(OH B
That doesn’t include. these quiet-
‘pink- slip’ incidents which-are:
‘handed down to local-

) cuts.

empleyeee each and every week as:
eempamea struggle te eurvwe '
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eiuteh the 905 ina tlght fretedf S pae
.7 ,etrengheld ‘A new brand of fierce: |
~market competitiveness’ ‘has’- .
" already begun to bring once-pow- " |

erful eempamee to thEII" humbled'
- Knees. i i

-l.-"ii- -

"Theee are JllSt a few ef the leeal

signs that the reeeeeren is- any-
“thing but over. .

‘Many. eempanlee and gerern-----

‘ment agencies are-going to be ..
. ‘doinig'a lot more restructuring to.
-meet ‘economic and eempetltwe
demands which will-have spin-off -

effects to small towns: across. the®

country. And while the notion of
restructuring threatens otherwise
life-time security. and lucrative .
benefits for many peeple, it will
unfertunately be used as’ the eel

W
»

leetwe read te rer:r:nrerj,r fer mest
busmeeses durmg the next few
years i o

We have enly séen: the tlp ef Lhe'._-
iceberg as far as. layaeffs are .con- -

.- cerned because it-is,only. now that -
" companies are realizing they must
streamline their highest expense -

(salaries and benefits-make up:

~between 75 to 80 per.cent of a cor- ‘_: -

peratrene budget} in-order:to.sur-
vive and- eempete durmg thls
turn-areund 90s. Wil obie RS
- This is a‘time;. mere than ever
-to encourage yeung peeple tej
‘learn a {radeor.a skill'in order:to..
“land geed solidjobs, hold: onto.:

careers compete: and survwe in.-

the business world: -

" As teehnelegy eentmues to ham- '
mer away .at labor-type jobs, peo-'-
ple will have to earn strong skills - -
3ebe that ean’t prerrde a-vital ser—'_
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As Uxbrldge Mayer Gerrl .Lynn. | _

0 Connor ‘said:last week:after. - |

‘learning;of the.Coca-Cola: lay-effs

AT underetand in:today’s: econo-.

my that decisions: muej‘;_be made

that are going to hurt:%" [/
~And Steufﬁrﬂle S: ehlef staffer
aald in a release after the town ;..

layed- eff three people:.“:

The :

everall need ito’ helt—tlghten has:. .

forced- mumerpahtles ‘across. -
-.Ontario to‘také-a:good. hard look+-
“at: rrhat aervreee they are prevld- T
; 111g
Uxbrrd e. Cettage Heapltal S
beard ehalrman Jehn _M1 nes eald Py

it all: -

""‘Unfr:rri;unatel;sr we have reaehed
a stage where:we can-no lenger
‘afford everythmg that-we had..”:"

- As.the song geee, “The ﬁrat eut | g "
is the deepeet" La T et A

Dreadmg one da.f. : at a tlme ’_

fIhad a dollar. for- every time " [
someone said ‘Are you ready |
for Christmas?" I eeuld afford to get - | K\
aemeene elee to de my eheppmg for- | .

II'IE

gift catalogue deadlines for.my fam- -
ily in England. By this time it's sev-_
~eral weeks too late to send any-
thing by surface mail and air mail . -
costs more than the hastily chosen -
gifts I'm now fereed to dlepateh'

myeelf S
‘Meanwhile I'm trymg te ﬁnd time
to read all those helpful arlzreles on

“ how- to aveld stress at this time’of

year. A quick perusal reveals ' they

. all agree on one thing: the enly ~ day will be. terrrbly ﬁve minutes -

. eeeentlal ingredient for a trouble- " ago tomorrow.

- Make the. mletake ef eheppmgj

to my stress. I comfort myself-with -'.early for Chnetmaa and you'll find: -

free ‘holiday’ season is:forward
pIanmng This adds immeasurably

the knowledge that Christmas will
cer_ne whether I'm ready or net and

e - - - - o
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Durrng the: first week ef Deeem-_ '
~ber I discover T've missed. all the

u--inn--r-""'

‘that werrymg abeut my’ Jack: ef
readiness will neL make the ehght-

‘est difference. . : :
. Another lhmg I’ve dleeevered is

that . it’s  useless to: _shop for

'teenagere until 5 p:m. on Christ-":"
‘mas Eve. This is:because their:list: -
‘of'.¢ extortionate demands-changes..
“on an hourly basis and what was

essential for their: survival yester- .

yourself hnmg up at the store.on

Boxing Day, hoping to get your
N _ ' e -.money-back- for-the gift that.was . -
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lueted aﬂ:er SO nugﬁtﬂy.uin Oeteber
and for. whleh yeu ve leng smee leet

the recelpt S
Anether depreaamg aspeet ef the

.‘season: to be:jolly is-that’it hrgh—

" lights' my chronic: mablllty to. emu-:

Iate the beaut1ful featwe atme-= -

aphere S0 eﬂ'ertleeal}r cr eat‘ed en the

pages of Canadian meg

Their Chrletmae treee«leek hke
semethmg out'of a. V’eterian fa:ry
~_tale. Mine are a: dead ringer. for
Charhe Brown’s half—dead saphng

.in_the Peanuts’ Chr;etraaa televl-' -'
y srenehew T T e
~I'start out: wrth all the reeem—- .
_mended mgredlents but, alas, Iam

to, deelgn what Don: Cherr is‘to
retleence and-the end reeult 1§%
"~ about as’ refeealenal as the Brmsh
‘tabloids” ulsurt of the ‘Princess of -

Walea. Th:s Chr:stmae I'm fellew* -

:ng ‘Charles Schulz’s lead: T’ have a’
NEW. phlleaephy ‘T'm. only | gemg t0*
‘dread ¢ onedayatatime,” - z
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