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By Jlm Beatty

4 s Staff reporter.

When you ﬁrst see the Markham Steuffwlle Hespltal yau

2 might think it’s a sheppmg plaza or a fancy hotel - and

& 1 _that s exactly what its designers want you to think.

. Say goodbye to the dull concrete hlgh-rlse hespltals_,,
~whose only color is the blg blue “H” at the top. The trend'-. 2
"-__.'new is low-rise, color and imagination..

And who better to design a hospital than the arch:tectural

, : --ﬁrm which has helped design about 22 hesmtals aeress the |
e prevlnce probably more than any other company. |

Many older hospitals around Toronto look more llke Jalls

; “than the places where:lives begin. The architects at
e : Mathers and Haldaaby believed something had to change.

252 When desngmng the red-brown brick building with the
. B jagged corners and green roof, the architects wanted to take |
. the institutional fell out of the ‘hospital.. | -

“We didn’t warit to regurgitate the eld plans

the dehcate historic flavor of Markham.. "+

: & ;':".i-the bulldmg with the nearby residential area, he says.

The cumng stairwell is one. ef the most dlstlnctwe features in

the.design of the new Markham Stouffville Hospital. Natural
Ilght and a view from any window.allow people to see what's'
~ going.on-outside. This stalrwell now. heuses the spiral

sculpture referred to en page 21

.44 . The other major consideration when designing the Jagged: |
i roof was that future additions and new wmgs will blend in .
-I_wuh the existing building. =~~~ -
New wings, which likely won’t be buﬂt fer a dacade
-can be ‘added in small - unnoticeable - “portions:
“horizontally. The: current 244 bed hespltal could easﬂy be
expanded to 400 beds. = -

While the -outside. of the 33{] 000 square feet bulldmg is

unique in hespltal des:gn few if any, heapitals can match'
the inside: - | | S panta g, §
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. B says_
Beiy, . cOompany managing partier Andrew Ma;hera “We tr}r
| -‘alwaya to keep abreast of hospital desi "
§ .- Besides hospitals, the Toronto firm ‘designed the Mllhkan_' :
B '-Mﬂls Cemmumty Centre and has worked jointly ‘on the -
8§ design of Roy Thomson Hall and the new Metro Pelice
. ‘headquarters as well as prestigious office buildings. .
W& 2h.Y - Mathers and Haldenby decided to design a hespnal that_ |
. wouldn’t look like a prison but would aemehew ﬁt n. wuh'_

The ﬁrst thmg one nences aad the most cemmented on
. _- is the use of natural light. Alrnest every hallway, panent.._-.-j
_room and eﬂ’ice has a window, or easy accesstoone. -

“When you: walk into’the: hospital you’re. comfertable

“but you stlll feeI uatmde 24 aays Pre_]ect DII‘ECIOI' Vas

Geergleu

=.'The apaeleus open Iebby area wlth wmdews skyhghts L
- and the use of brick on the inside “really doesn’t- give you

-the impression you’re at a hospital at all,” he says. .
_The low cut windows are another important part of the
des:gn says Mathers. Not only do ‘they help to de- -
‘institutionalize the hoapltal but . they: prev:de.
psychological relief for beth staff and panents .
" “They keep staff and patients in'contact with nature ? he
says. “It’s human nature to- want to_be ‘aware of what’s -
outside. Peeple réally object to being ‘cut off from the -
~outside. If yeu ve get unhappy staff yeu ve got uahappy
‘patients.” B
In the same Veéin, the hesp:tal has bean bullt areund"'_
-“several landscaped courtyards: which will be furmshed
and opened for:patients, staff and walters The areas wﬂl 5
serve to relax people, says Georgiou. .-
The design of the hospital places departments that werk |
o -'tugether close tegether. The emergency department
diagnostic- imaging, Iaberatery and surglcal su1te aref‘-
_lmked by common corridors. - 0 .

“The.important departments are Iecated tegether says Py

“It has a roof line rather than'the usual flat msntutlenalj_.' Georgiou. “t’s much quicker for | patlents and 1mpertant to

. .raafs ’ says Mathers, of the two-storey structure.

“ o ‘efficiency and patient care.”
‘While the shape of a bulldmg s roof sounds dull, it’s:an -

v “It’s really very easy to find yeur way areund e sald enei'_“_. .
s _'.mtegral part when creating: character. It also helps blend_-’.: nurse, who had béen at the hesp1tal fer twe days “After a0
| ceuple of hours:it’s s:mple Sl e ek
It.is believed fewer nelaes mterrupnens or wernes are )
placed on'the patients and nursing staff when the rooms .
L3 '_are separated fromi.the busy hospital eperauens et
«The inside: colors:teal :and: taupe-- were also: carefullyh-_ _
chesen. “They had to:be restful ‘but not' bermg," éays-_- |
- Mathers. “We try to make imaginative use: ef colors:"emn
- Imagination was one consideration but money saving ..
- was another. Maintenance will be easy as crews wﬂl now

‘ 'only have to steck thc hospltal S twe colors. A
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