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AR LT e R -.---By Deb Bedine Chemp:en

4 o SR IR da e .';fo. __' Correspondent

e Ry | The hfe ) Art Latcham is. S e

o\l rags-to-riches tale fil!ed with e
i . magic and. good - deeds.

s e ] e . 9 ¥ W Considered in. his time to be one
‘ 72 V& Y A L4 4. &7/ - |l o {Nerth America’s greatest AR R
‘ | ' ' - [t sleight-of-hand magicians using. ‘- i
X | coins and:cards, he also worke.

M kh S I:I:v “ | W .magic in his beloved town of -
CII‘ Gm "OU l e | W Stouffville and its nezghbormg

: commumtzes. -'.-
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“came to real estate speculetlen he freely
-shared - his gold  to~ better thc __
‘communities that he loved. | i

It was the generosity of Art Letchem %

A wo RK OF LOVE {l in the 1960s that provided Markham and ;
I Stouffville with the 50 acre property

Art Letchem generously donated the 50 ecre

|- ‘which'is now the home ef the Merkham
Fo R TH E c ARE o F 1| B Stﬂufmne Hospital. ;e site’ on which the hespltal stands.

| [ His other contributions are w1dely known and the Latcham name_graces countless halls, :
ALL I RN Rt R N L g |l - galleries and: monuments from Stouffville to Port Perry, beginning with Stouffville’s library, = -

" Latcham Hall and Latcham Gallery Over the years he bought up a number of old
.schoolhouses, transformed them into community halls and donated them to the hest_.?
communities. Countless other community facilities were renovated and refurbished: Uxpool in . -

- Uxbridge, Zephyr Hall, curling and hockey rinks in Port Perry, Umenvﬂle and Steuﬂ’vllle the

- Stouffville pool and park facilities...the list goesonand on.. -~ N
- And the continuation of these good works was ensured even after his deeth when he o

_established the Art Latcham Charitable Foundation in 1969. - R

" “M}' father always had a soft spot for Stouffville and the surreundmg communities. He dld a
- lot for them,” said Robert Latcham, one of two stepsons’ by Art Latcham’s marriage to his late ~ -

wife Elaine. “I must admit, he liked to get a pat on the back for what he did, buit that wasn’t the"" :

. dew g e T e {1 - reason he did it. He wanted to help the community, to make the community a better place.” -
@ P Cwa PR - Mo Latcham Jr. also suspects.that his father prevlded fer so many community . gathermg__-

~ places in order to create audiences fer hls entertemmg maglc tncks a skﬂl thet he: huned fer -
‘[§  hours eachnight; instead of sleeping. =~ - - el R
Phllanthreplst millionaire Art Letcham was. humbly bern in 1895 in Glasgew a. small e
| | | | 'farmmg community in Uxbridge TewnshIp It was there, as a chlld that-he first -became . =
= ' =l fascinated with the world of magic'- an obsession that drove him to walk 15 miles from -
~Glasgow to Markham to: purchase his: treasured magic books and paraphernaha.. It was an
- enchantment that was to-last his entire lifetime, and many Stouffville residents. undeubtedly'_.:j -

st111 recall Art Latcham charming young and old alike with his conjuring tricks. 37

l n a S n I O rms . After cempletlng grade four, he worked on neighboring farms until, as a- teenager, he. headed_; _
“west to homestead in Saskatchewan. When World War I broke out, he trained with the 10th *

Canadlan Mounted Rifles and served four years on the frent lme in- France where he was . -

EXtends Congratl“atlons weunded in one of the first ever tank attacks.. - | - d v

t ~ Upon returning to civilian life in Ontario, he settled in Toronte where he drove a streetcar on -
the Bloor St. line. But the motorman Job was just a front.for his real duty - to run for the City of

- Toronto in the very rivalrous cempennens between cntles He was an Olymplc class runner and i
The Staff & Management boxer during his 20s. | S

It was during this time of his life that he began dabbhng In reel estete the career that was 10
f make him a millionaire, and prevlde him- with the means to glve back to the community that -

was dear to him.

M ARKH AM STOU FFVI I_I_E At the age of 48, Art Latchem mamed his wife Elalne a woman 29 years his j junior whe had |

two young boys: Rebert ‘who lives with his family in Thernhlli and Larry, who now resides in .
HOSP'TAI_ 1 Florida. Elaine Latcham was killed in a tragic car- acc:dent in 1976 three years before her 1_
| husband’s death. He died at the age of 84. =~ Ix
Forty-feur year old Robert Latcham remembers his father as the most intelligent man bi ever .

. | . knew; a great man even though he had very little schooling.” He was a quiet, unassuming man,
CO nve Nni entl ¥ lOC&tEd ste PS fI‘O m the hos P ital. with a sense of humor that $ometimes got the best of his stepsons. He recalls an incident when

| ~his father challenged them to see just how long a box of chocolates that was wrapped and tied -
Tl na S CarrleS an eXtenS lve l ine Of un Iform > in in string could sit unopened-before they succumbed to temptation. Days later, they epened the -

many StYlE‘S and a ralnbow Of CO|0FS StOCk EllSO | forbidden box only-to find that their fether had beaten them to it - by cuttmg a hele m the

‘ bottom of the apparently intact box! - |
| includes a range of shoes and accessories to meet | " Re PR B SR o iny that was, laughed M Latcha, |
. _the need S Of all staff and all tastes. Tina’s medlca| ‘| Having made his fortune in real estate spectlation, Art Latcham enjoyed, the freedem to

pretty well do whatever he wanted - and that ofte. benefitted his friends and neighbors, though
SU ppl ies include stethosco PES, WatChes SCiSSO 'S, he and his family lived quite frugally. An example of this occurred during the mid-1960s, when

| on two separate occasions the residents of Markham and Stouffville were treated to books
Sma” ﬂaShl IghtS etc. Tina welcomes a“ lanI”eS written by D.C. Jarvis, MD on folk medicine and home remedies. Because he believed so

n eCl al strongly that the citizens of the rural towns would benefit from their advice, Mr. Latcham had ,
an d wou I d be g l ad Lo h € I p Wi th d y 5 p 5000 copies printed in Winnipeg and personally delivered them door-to-door.

orde rs TP Art Latcham has been honored for his contributions in many ways. In-1972 the citizéns of
| Stouffville honored their magician-in-residence by declaring Dominion Day as “Art Latcham

2 o Day.” The Stouffville library houses the Art Latcham Memorial Magic Book Collection of 328
' s . volumes dating back as early.as the 17th century, and the town hests an annuel maglc festwal §
‘ | in honor of their own patron magician. | :

- o R For his prolific contributions to the cemmumty he also rccewcd the OIder ef Cenada and a
Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal. . .

6 54 5 HW 7 E U nlt 7 Not only will he be remembered for these good works - including the centnbutxen of a 50-
H - W f b i ‘South Sid . } acre parcel of property 30 years ago that has allowed a state-of-the-art mcdlcal facility to be
( WY !USt est of 9t me outh Side) constructed in the heart of his home community - Art Latcham is just as likely to be .
~In Markham Plaza L | remembered for.his unique one-handed card shuffle and extractmg a silver dellar from beh:nd a -
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